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ARMED POLICE STORM MERRY HILL - FOR TERROR TRAINING 



THIS was the dramatic scene as armed po¬ 
lice took over intu’s Merry Hill shopping 
centre in a training exercise preparing of¬ 
ficers for the possibility of a terror attack. 

Police carrying automatic rifles took up 
positions outside Nando’s restaurant, as ac¬ 
tors posing as victims laid strewn across the 
floor of the Black Country shopping centre. 

Images of the operation, which took place 
on Sunday night and was not publicised 
in advance, were released to the media on 
Monday. 

Police said they had kept the operation 
secret to allow the emergency services to 
respond as they would in a real attack. 

It is one of a number of exercises that 
have taken place across the country to 


prepare for the threat of an attack by ‘ma¬ 
rauding gunmen’, following in the wake of 
attacks in France and Germany. 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said: 
“The area was tightly controlled and there 
was no impact on the public. 

Activity 

“Officers and security staff were on pa¬ 
trol during the night to reassure any local 
residents who may have been affected by 
increased activity, noise and presence of the 
emergency services. However, it was busi¬ 
ness as usual for the force and officers.” 

Dan Murphy, general manager of intu 
Merry Hill, said: “We took part in a live 
training exercise with local emergency ser¬ 


vices to test their response to a major in¬ 
cident. 

“We were delighted to be able to help the 
emergency services - who work hard to keep 
our community safe -with one of their regu¬ 
lar, planned exercises.” 

It was reported last summer that Brit¬ 
ain’s security services were probing at 
least four plots to commit terrorist atroc¬ 
ities, with shopping centres and stadiums 
thought to be at particular risk in the UK. 

One of the most notorious terror attacks 
of recent years was at the Westgate shop¬ 
ping mall in Nairobi, Kenya. In 2013 Al- 
Shaabab gunmen murdered 67 people and 
wounded more than 170. 

• More pictures - page 3 


Gridlock fear if main rubbish dump moved to Brierley Hill 


CALL FOR U-TURN 
ON TIP CLOSURE 


DUDLEY Council bosses have been urged to re-think 
plans to close Stourbridge tip and shift operations to 
Brierley Hill. 

Dudley Council has come under fire over its proposals to shut the bor¬ 
ough’s main dump on Birmingham Street and redevelop the Leys Depot 
in Brierley Hill for increased use. 

Several opposition members made their feelings known at a full council meeting on 
Monday night. 

They questioned the judgement of proposing to put a main tip near to the Merry Hill 
shopping centre and spoke of the resulting 


potential for gridlock on the roads. 

There were also claims that the move 
would be unfair to people living in Stour¬ 
bridge and Halesowen as they would face 
longer journeys to get to the refuse site. 

Conservative councillor Les Jones, who 
represents Pedmore and Stourbridge East, 
predicted chaos on the roads around the 
major shopping centre if the move goes 
ahead. 

He said: “Let’s look at a bank holiday, 
when Merry Hill gets more traffic than 
ever and the tip gets more traffic than ever 
and you’re going to put the two together? 

Lorries 

“If you live in Stourbridge you will have 
to go up the main A491 or through Merry 
Hill. Either one of these roads will be in 
gridlock. This is simply a bad idea.” 

Fellow Tory councillor Ruth Buttery, 
of Hayley Green and Cradley South ward 
said: “Going to Merry Hill on Saturday will 
be gridlock with people going with trailers 
and lorries to get to the site.” 

Gornal Conservative councillor Anne 
Millward said: “We need to make sure it is 
going in the best place. 

“If it is not the right place then we will 
have to look elsewhere.” 


Report by Richard Guttridge 


She added: “Getting into the middle of 
Brierley Hill is an absolute nightmare.” 

Halesowen Tory councillor Karen Shake¬ 
speare said: “I have been contacted by peo¬ 
ple in Halesowen and Stourbridge who are 
concerned about the tip moving to the cen¬ 
tre of Brierley Hill. 

“I would like to be assured work will be 
done to look at the road infrastructure.” 

Under the plans, the Stourbridge tip site 
would be sold off and council chiefs have 
insisted that Leys Depot, on Leys Road, 
Brockmoor, is more suitable for a tip and 
could take visits from more vehicles. 

Dudley Council’s environment boss Coun¬ 
cillor Hilary Bills explained that the propos¬ 
als were in the early stages. 

“It has got to be subject to planning con¬ 
sent, highways assessment and consultation 
with the Environment Agency,” she said. 

“If it doesn’t work out, yes we will have to 
find another site.” 

Birmingham Street has long been the 
borough’s main site for waste disposal. It is 
open 9am to 5am every day during winter. 


Fundraising effort to help Sam walk 



Sam Fellows with family, friends and supporters including, front, parents Jennifer and Simon and sister Lisa 


A FINAL fundraising push to help a five-year-old 
Black Country boy have surgery so he can walk has 
got under way. 

Sam Fellows, from Wednesbury, suffers from di- 
plegic cerebral palsy, which causes constant tight¬ 
ness in his muscles. 

He has been told by surgeons that he is ready to 
have a life-changing operation so that he can walk. 
The youngster’s mother Jen, 37, and father Simon, 


42, are running the Sam’s Dreams campaign with 
the aim of raising £35,000 to cover the cost. 

The fundraising total currently stands at £29,000 
following a party night at the Springfield Social 
Club in Rowley Regis. Mrs Fellows said: “It was 
a brilliant night. We had a number of singers in¬ 
cluding Phil Aaron and Paul Birch and we held an 
auction and raised about £1,500.” 

To donate visit www.gofundme.com/22p7ax7s 


PETITION 

4,491 sign support 
for leisure centres 

A PETITION against the potential closure 
of three leisure centres in Dudley borough 
has now closed, reaching its deadline with 
a total of 4,491 signatures. 

Protesters previously stated that they 
would be pushing for a full council debate 
on the matter after they reached the mile¬ 
stone of 3,000 signatures. 

Dudley Council wants to demolish Hale¬ 
sowen Leisure Centre, Dudley Leisure 
Centre and The Crystal Leisure Centre in 
Stourbridge, and then build two new cen¬ 
tres, probably in Dudley and Lye, to save 
money. 

Development boss Councillor Khurshid 
Ahmed said it was likely to be another three 
years before the plans came to fruition. 

PLANNING 

Christian centre to 
rise from the ashes 

A FIRE damaged Christian centre in 
Halesowen is to rise from the ashes 
after plans for its rebuild were ap¬ 
proved - in time for an Easter relaunch. 

The blaze caused extensive damage 
to the Zion Christian Centre, in Little 
Cornbow, in August 2015. Its services 
have been relocated. 

Now Dudley Council has granted 
permission for creation of a 400-seat 
auditorium. The centre at Little Corn- 
bow is being renamed Lifecentral 
Church on Easter Sunday. 

EMERGENCY 

Ambulances will be 
based at fire stations 

STOURBRIDGE and Cradley Heath will 
each get ambulances based at their fire 
stations under new emergency service 
plans. 

Rapid response vehicles serving the two 
areas will be replaced by fully kitted out 
ambulances that will be based at Stour¬ 
bridge Fire Station and Haden Cross sta¬ 
tion. West Midlands Ambulance Service 
bosses say the move will improve patient 
care. 

More than 85 per cent of incidents in 
the two towns are already responded to 
by ambulances rather than rapid response 
cars. 


INSIDE 


DEAR 0LLY, HE’S 
A POP CHARMER 



Make Life Easier For Your Loved Ones 





Protect yourself against rising costs with a pre-paid funeral plan. 

We have a choice of plans with options to add your own personal touches. To find out more contact us today 


Trevor E W Hickton Ltd. Whitmore House, 8-11 Lower High Street, Cradley Heath, B64 5AB 01384 569569 
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National TV plea over murder suspect 



Niron Parker-Lee - dangerous 


A NATIONWIDE television appeal was 
launched on Monday to catch a danger¬ 
ous man wanted by police over a murder 
in Brierley Hill. 

A photograph of murder suspect 
Niron Parker-Lee was being screened 
on Crimewatch on BBC One. 

He is wanted in connection with the 
death of Mansoor Mahmood, who was 
stabbed to death in Brierley Hill’s High 
Street on October 15. 

Despite an appeal by West Midlands 
Police and the offer of a £2,000 reward, 
Parker-Lee has evaded officers. 

A police spokesman said: “We have 


asked Crimewatch for help to trace the 
whereabouts of Parker-Lee. Many peo¬ 
ple watch the show and it is another 
avenue we can use in our pursuit of the 
suspect.” 

There has been no update on the in¬ 
vestigation since an appeal was issued 
back in November. 

Mr Mahmood, aged 24, of Bague Walk, 
was stabbed in the stomach with a knife 
in the High Street shortly before 5pm on 
October 15, staggering into a fast food 
outlet before collapsing onto the floor. 
He later died in hospital from his inju¬ 
ries. 


Detective Inspector Harry Harrison 
said he believed it was a targeted attack. 

Officers scoured CCTV and named 
19-year-old Niron Parker-Lee, also from 
Brierley Hill, as the key suspect. 

He said: “Someone knows where this 
man is and I’d remind them that har¬ 
bouring a wanted man is a criminal of¬ 
fence.” 

Parker-Lee was described as dan¬ 
gerous, and the public urged not to ap¬ 
proach him. Any sightings of Parker-Lee 
should be reported to police on 999. Or 
call Crimestoppers anonymously on 
0800 555 111. 


Violent robber gets nine 
years for reign of terror 


A ROBBER who went on a one- 
man crime spree, stealing three 
cars and robbing six stores in 
just 11 days, is this week start¬ 
ing a nine-year prison sentence. 

One woman shop assistant was left 
unconscious by Philip Guest while an¬ 
other suffered a minor stroke, Wolver¬ 
hampton Crown Court was told. 

The 31-year-old, who had a £300-a-day 
drug habit, had 27 previous convictions in¬ 
volving 71 separate offences.He was armed 
with weapons, including hammers and a 
metal bat, on all but one of the raids, said 
Mr Oliver Woolhouse, prosecuting. 

In a raid on the Delph Conveniece store 
in Brettell Lane on January 14, Guest es¬ 
caped with £1,400 cash and a £800 gold 
chain belonging to a female member of 
staff who was knocked out when he hit 
her on the head. Shortly afterwards Guest 
snatched £200 from the till at a newsagents 
in nearby New Street. A woman employee 
suffered a minor stroke after being pushed 
backwards as Guest grabbed £570 cash at 
the Windmill supermarket in Cradley. 

Caravan 

Police traced Guest to a caravan in Sey¬ 
mour Road, Stourbridge, where weapons 
used to threaten staff were found. 

His crime spree had started at the Mc- 
Coll’s store in Hill Street, Brierley Hill, on 
January 5, where he snatched £400 from 
the till and fled in a car, which he then 
filled with petrol without paying at the 
Tesco Express petrol station in Oldswin- 
ford on the following day. 

On January 7 he had stolen a handbag in 
the car park at Sainsbury’s Withymoor, be¬ 
fore stealing a £795 Renault Scenic loaned 
to him at the Merry Hill Car Centre. He 
later stole a van loaned to him at Griffiths 
MoT centre. 

He snatched £30 from Norgrove’s news¬ 
agents on Drew Road, Pedmore, and stole 
a £4,800 van from Amlin Motors posing as 
a potential buyer. 

He threatened the manager at the One 
Stop Shop in Hungary Hill, Stourbridge, 
with a baseball bat and stole £100. 

Guest, of Whitethorn Road, Brierley Hill, 
pleaded guilty to robbery, theft and making 
off without payment. The court heard the 
crimes were to fund his cocaine habit. 


Raring to go for Action Heart run 


Jane Pugh, her son Gabriel, aged 12 and Louise Sanders get set for the five-mile Action Heart run this weekend 


FUNDRAISING runners are lac¬ 
ing up their running shoes ready 
by the annual Action Heart five- 
mile charity event in Dudley on 
Sunday morning. 

Starting and finishing at Rus- 
sells Hall hospital, the event which 
is now in its 27th year raises 
thousands of pounds for the Dud- 
ley-based cardiac rehabilitation 
programme. 

Jane Pugh, secretary of the Ac¬ 
tion Heart running club, said: “It 
is the perfect first race for people, 


who would like to run or prefer to 
walk. 

“Years ago it first started off as 
a way for people to regain their fit¬ 
ness level after coming off the car¬ 
diac programme, but now anyone 
can take part to raise funds. 

“It starts and finishes at the hos¬ 
pital and then does a loop around 
the area from Himley Road, then 
up by Gornal Crematorium and 
down to the Pensnett Road. 

There are prizes at the end for 
the fastest female or male - but ul¬ 


timately anyone who wants to have 
fun can get involved.” 

Mayor of Dudley, Councillor 
Mohammed Hanif and his wife, 
Mayoress, Zabeda Khanam will of¬ 
ficially start the event at 9.30am. 

The Action Heart programme in 
Dudley has been in existence since 
1978. The Action Heart Centre is 
located in Russells Hall Hospital, 
providing exercise and lifestyle 
management for cardiac patients. 

To join the run visit www.action 
heartrunning.com website. 



Police used 
batons on 
fans after 
derby clash 

FOOTBALL supporters were hit with 
batons by police following Friday night’s 
game between Wolves and Birmingham 
City, which Blues won 2-1. 

West Midlands Police has launched 
an investigation into the incident, which 
happened close to a subway under Wol¬ 
verhampton railway station. 

Nick Glynn, a retired policeman and 
Blues fan, captured the moment officers 
appeared to wield the weapons against 
Blues supporters on video. 

He said he saw officers strike fans 
with the batons, adding: “It appears to 
me that the use of force by the police was 
excessive. 

“What threat level do you need to 
strike someone somewhere where you 
could kill them? There should be an in¬ 
vestigation into what the police did.” 

Mr Glynn, who was a police officer for 
the Leicestershire force for 31 years and 
now works for a human rights organisa¬ 
tion, came across the disorder while on 
his way to the station from Molineux. 

He said: “It looked like the fans re¬ 
acted to being pushed by the police 
down a bottleneck. There was this ab¬ 
solute pressure to force them through a 
gap, which was too small. When they did 
not move immediately, the disorder hap¬ 
pened. It lasted for about five minutes.” 

The 16 seconds of footag;e shows of¬ 
ficers striking supporters with batons. 

Match commander Chief Inspector 
Nick Rowe said officers were ‘forced to 
quell the disorder and used appropriate 
and proportionate force’ in a ‘very chal¬ 
lenging, yet isolated incident’. 

Prison officer's 
skull fractured 

A PRISON officer has been left with a 
fractured skull after being hit by a sin¬ 
gle punch from an inmate at Oakwood 
prison, near Wolverhampton. 

The male officer was being treated in 
hospital after the attack on Friday. 

Private security firm G4S, which runs 
the jail, confirmed that one of their of¬ 
ficers was attacked but did not comment 
on his injuries. 

However, it is understood that the 
officer suffered a fractured skull and 
bleeding on the brain after being 
punched once as the inmate came out of 
his cell at unlocking time. 

Sean Oliver, the deputy director at 
HMP Oakwood, said the incident had 
been referred to the police and that G4S 
would push for the ‘strongest possible 
penalty’ when the case goes to court. 

mep fears EU move 
to block Brexit 

WEST Midlands UKIP MEP Bill 
Etheridge has warned Britain risks be¬ 
ing ‘held to ransom’ by other European 
Union members unless it leaves the bloc 
as soon as possible. Mr Etheridge, also a 
Dudley councillor, said he feared an at¬ 
tempt to block Brexit via ‘rule changes’. 


Denture Care 

• We have a special interest in your denture 

• Listening to our patients , communication is key for success 

• We can spend over 3 hours to ensure the perfect smile 

• The most advance techniques are used to customise your denture all under one roof 

• A range is avalible to accommodate everyone’s budget. 
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Providing a professional, personal & 
discreet service. Patient satisfaction 
is our highest priority 
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ABLE&BROMIEY 

CARPETS/BEDS 

WHOLESALE & RETAIL WAREHOUSE 

SOFAS-VINYLS 
- LAMINATES - 
STAIRLIFTS 




Est 1978 

Disabled. Can’t Get Out. OAP 
Or anyone needing that extra help? 
Can’t come to us - We’ll come to you 

We will bring lOO’s of carpet samples, 
sofa and bed brochures to your door 


WE DO WHAT OTHER CARPET FIRMS WON’T 

Remove and take away old carpets/beds 
Move heavy furniture and shave doors 
Terms and conditions apply. 


Unit D Dormston Trading Estate, Burton Road, Upper Gornal 

C] www.ablecarpets.co.uk 


COVERS ALL AREAS 
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Paedophile 
used hidden 
camera to 
film a child 

A 35-year-old man from Cradley 
Heath who used a hidden camera 
to film a child, and downloaded and 
shared hundreds of indecent images 
of children, has been jailed. 

Wolverhampton Crown Court 
heard how Paul Mann, who had no 
previous convictions, began searching 
for indecent material after being in¬ 
troduced to a file sharing website to 
download music. 

Mann also used a camera hidden in 
a shoebox to film a child and on two 
occasions ‘manoeuvred’ his victim. 

Prosecutor Mr Christopher O’Gor¬ 
man outlined how on November 3, 
2015, police officers from the child 
sexual exploitation team carried out 
a raid at the defendant’s home on 
Woodhouse Way after being alerted 
to his internet use. 

During the search officers found 
two laptops and a memory stick, with 
the majority of the indecent material 
discovered on a laptop hidden in a 
bedroom wardrobe. 

A total of 317 indecent photos and 
films, including seven Mann recorded, 
were discovered. Mann was sentenced 
after pleading guilty to two counts 
of sexual assault against a child, two 
counts relating to the production 
of indecent images of a child, three 
counts relating to downloading in¬ 
decent images of children, and three 
counts of distribution. Mann will 
serve half of his 42-month sentence in 
custody. Officers also found 68 canna¬ 
bis plants at his home. For two drug 
offences he received two-month jail 
terms, to run concurrently. 

Fatal reaction 
to anaesthetic 

A MAN died after he suffered a mas¬ 
sive allergic reaction to anaesthetic 
given to him in an emergency opera¬ 
tion. 

Paul Footman, of Terrace Street, 
Brierley Hill, was being treated at 
Russells Hall Hospital on November 
2 last year when he suffered the re¬ 
action. 

The 54-year-old was rushed to hos¬ 
pital for an operation to his arm but 
suffered a cardiac arrest during the 
procedure when he went into anaphy¬ 
lactic shock in the operating theatre. 

Black Country coroner Zafar Sid- 
dique gave a verdict of accidental 
death because of the ‘reaction to the 
anaesthetic’ and said Mr Footman 
had suffered a ‘massive allergic reac¬ 
tion’. 

Wolves profit but 
villa make big loss 

WOLVES have announced a profit for 
the last financial year - as Aston Villa 
revealed shock losses of £81.3 million. 
Molineux bosses revealed their £5.8m 
profit was mainly down to the sale of 
Benik Afobe. 


Storm victim Tahnie 'one of our shining stars' 



Storm victim - Tahnie Martin, aged 29 


TRIBUTES have been paid to univer¬ 
sity worker Tahnie Martin who was 
killed by falling debris as she walked 
in Wolverhampton city centre. 

The 29-year-old who worked at the 
University of Wolverhampton and 
was with colleagues when she was 
struck by the large piece of wooden 
roofing which fell from a building dur¬ 
ing Storm Doris last week. 

Police are investigating who the 
Dudley Street building belongs to 
and whether criminal charges could 
follow. 

Miss Martin, from Stafford, had 


been due to start a permanent job 
with the university as a postgraduate 
marketing manager after working as 
maternity cover within the Faculty of 
Arts since August. 

Katharine Clough, director of exter¬ 
nal relations at the university, said: 
“We feel privileged and honoured to 
have worked alongside Tahnie. She 
was one of our shining stars, a tal¬ 
ented and creative marketing profes¬ 
sional with an enthusiasm and smile 
which were infectious. 

“Tahnie was extremely popular and 
will be hugely missed.” 


The Birmingham City University 
graduate organised a celebration of 
50 years of English at the university, 
which took place less than 24 hours 
before her death. 

Two of Miss Martin’s colleagues 
with her when she was struck were 
treated for minor injuries. 

Damage was caused across the 
region including many fallen trees. 
Halesowen Town FC had a problem 
when the club’s dugout was blown 
over and in the early hours homes in 
Halesowen experienced a power cut. 


Armed police prepare to 
combat terrorist threat 


A DRAMATIC staging of a response to 
a terrorist attack took place at Merry 
Hill shopping centre in Brierley Hill, 
with dozens of armed police officers 
acting out the scenario of protecting 
shoppers and staff. 

Assistant chief constable Marcus Beale 
has said ‘recent national and international 
events’ showed the need for police to test 
their plans to deal with terrorism. 

The operation was kept under wraps as actors 
posing as victims laid strewn across the floor of the 
Dudley centre on Sunday after it had been shut to 
the public. 

Police carried automatic rifles outside the Eat 
Central complex as fake explosions and fires were 
conducted inside. 

Mr Beale said: “Routine exercises like this are 
important as they enable us to test our ability to 
deal with large scale incidents. 

“I would like to thank intu Merry Hill and the 
community for their support.” 

He addded that the exercise was not based on any 
threat or intelligence regarding the Black Country 
shopping centre, apart from general concert that 
shopping malls are on terrorist hit lists. 

Last year a gunman in Munich murdered nine 
people during a shopping centre shooting spree. In 
2013 67 people were killed when gunmen attacked 
a shopping centre in Narobie, Kenya. 

On Sunday Max Hill QC, the independent re¬ 
viewer of terrorism laws, said that Britain faced a 
terror threat not seen since the IRA bombings of 
the 1970s, and that Islamist extremists were tar¬ 
geting UK cities. 

He said that there was ‘enormous concern’ over 
the threat posed by British jihadis returning from 
Syria after fighting for the so-called Islamic State. 

Controlled 

A West Midlands Police spokesman said: “The 
area was tightly controlled and there was no impact 
on the public.“Officers and security staff were on 
patrol during the night to reassure any local res¬ 
idents who may have been affected by increased 
activity, noise and presence of the emergency ser¬ 
vices.” 

Dan Murphy, general manager of intu Merry 
Hill, said: “We took part in a live training exercise 
with local emergency services to test their response 
to a major incident.” 

It was reported last summer that Britain’s se¬ 
curity services were probing at least four plots to 
commit terrorist atrocities. 



Police prepare to engage attackers as a ‘victim’ hides Officers during the training exercise at Merry Hill 
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Big spring clean 
backed by council 

COUNCIL chiefs are backing a na¬ 
tional campaign aiming to get half 
a million people tackling litter this 
spring. 

The Great British Spring Clean will 
be rolled out for the first time across 
the UK in March. Dudley Council is 
encouraging groups and individuals to 
help pick up litter across the borough. 

Volunteers will be given free refuse 
sacks and can borrow litter pickers, 
gloves and other equipment. The 
council will collect the bagged waste. 

For details email street.cleaning@ 
dudley.gov.uk or call (01384) 814591. 

Tenants urged to 
give their views 

COUNCIL chiefs in Dudley have 
asked all of the borough’s 22,000 
housing tenants for their views in a 
survey to update the housing board. 

The housing board is reviewing its 
constitution to ‘ensure it is best placed 
to make positive contributions in the 
future’. 

Residents can share their comments 
about the document online at www. 
dudley.gov.uk/housing. Housing boss 
Councillor Gaye Partridge said: “The 
board has an important role to play in 
ensuring that the council provides the 
best housing service it can.” 

60 new homes 
for Rose Hill site 

A SCHEME to build more than 60 
homes has been backed by planning 
officers at Dudley Council. 

The homes are proposed for Quarry 
Bank on Rose Hill. 

A total of 42 houses would be built 
under the plans with a mixture of two 
and three storeys, together with 21 
apartments located in three separate 
blocks. 

As part of the project the derelict 
Albertene House would be demolished 
to make way for the new homes. 

Yeltz match boost 
for Alfie Lund fund 

HALESOWEN Town Football Club 
will be hosting a community day at 
The Grove on April 1 in aid of charity. 

A match will be played against Skel- 
mersdale United with proceeds to the 
Alfie Lund fund. The club offer half 
price admission to any supporter who 
donates a scarf to the charity. 

Alfie and his family will be making 
their second visit to the Grove to help 
raise awareness of rare genetic dis¬ 
order MECP2 Duplication. Find out 
more at www.thealfielundfund.co.uk 

Cancer charity sale 

A CHARITY sale in aid of Marie Cu¬ 
rie Cancer Care will be held at a Hale¬ 
sowen church this weekend. 

The event will take place at Hurst 
Green Methodist Church, in Narrow 
Lane, from 10.30am on Saturday 
along with a coffee morning. 

Admission is free. 


Spectacles At Factory Direct Prices 

NHS & PRIVATE EYETESTS AVAILABLE 



Just bring along your prescription or 
book your eye test with us. 
Prescription Spectacles Distance or Reading 

From only £ 14.95 

Complete with stock single vision lenses. 


SpectacleNorks 


Open Mon - Fri 
9am - 4pm 
Closed Bank 
Holidays 


4 Birmingham St, Halesowen B63 3HN 0121 550 3345 

Next door to Benjamin’s Banqueting Suite Welcome 


STAY WARM AND SECURE 


Affordable Luxury Composite Doors 



Oak Lodge Buildings, Furnace Hill, 
Halesowen, West Midlands B63 3LZ 

Call 0121 550 1444 




OAK LODGE DOORS LTD 

COMPOSITE DOOR SPECIALISTS 
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Community hero 
awards shortlist 


FOUR community heroes have been nominated for a top award by a the 
Mayor Dudley 

Now the people of Dudley have been asked to pick a winner from the quartet of 
nominees for the borough mayor’s top award. Councillor Mohammed Hanif said the 
nominees have all stood out to him during his mayoral year. 

The public can now go online to vote for the one they feel most deserves the award. The 
winner of the prize will be announced at the mayor’s charity ball next month. The nominees 
are Rose Cook, a film-maker who has produced a documentary and charity events celebrat¬ 
ing the life of Duncan Edwards; Keith 
Stroyde, who runs an internet cafe and 
support group in Lye; The Diyya Pro¬ 
ject, which tackles isolation amongst 
women and teenage girls in the bor¬ 
ough’s Muslim community; and Shaz 
Saleem, a Dudley charity fundraiser 
and chairman of the Dudley Private 
Hire and Taxi Association. 

Councillor Hanif said: “I have met 
some incredible people in my duties as 
mayor of Dudley and it was very diffi¬ 
cult selecting just four. I am delighted 
to be able to share the opportunity 
to celebrate the work they do in this 
borough but it is up to the people who 
eventually wins the award.” 

Spirit 

Nominations for the other six cat¬ 
egories are now closed and the win¬ 
ners will be chosen by a judging panel 
over the next few weeks. They are the 
Duncan Edwards award for sport, the 
Cedric Hardwicke award for arts, the 
Frank Foley award for community 
spirit, the Thomas Attwood award for 
education, the Mike Holder award for 
business, and the William Shenstone 
award for environment. 

The winners and runners-up will 
be presented with their prize, which 
is a bespoke piece of glass designed by 
Allister Malcolm and a certificate, by 
the mayor at his charity ball and civic 
awards at the Copthorne Hotel, Brier- 
ley Hill on March 18. To buy tickets 
visit www.mayorofdudley.org.uk/the- 
evening and to vote visit www.mayorof 
dudley.org.uk/the-mayors-award 


8.500 more smokers 
stub out the habit 
across borough 

THE number of smokers in Dudley borough is fall¬ 
ing with almost 8,500 more people ditching the hab¬ 
it by last year. 

New figures from NHS England show there were 

45.500 smokers across the borough between April 
2013 to March 2014, but this dropped to 37,000 be¬ 
tween April 2015 and March 2016. It comes as the 
use of smoking aids in the borough has also dropped 
by two thirds in the last three years. 

Dudley Council leaders welcomed the drop which 
they said it was helped by the personal support that 
people can receive from stop-smoking services. 

Councillor Rachel Harris, cabinet member for 
health and wellbeing, said: “We’re pleased to see a 
drop in the number of smokers, aged 18 and over, 
in Dudley. This is in part due to the personalised 
support that people who access our stop smoking 
service receive. 

“Working closely with GPs and pharmacies, the 
service provides support, encouragement and practi¬ 
cal solutions for people who want to kick the habit.” 

Councillor Harris said that pressure would ease 
on councils and the NHS as more people gave up the 
unhealthy habit. 

She said: “Any decrease in the number of people 
smoking is good news for those individuals and also 
reduces the demand on council and NHS services 
long-term. We will continue to work together to help 
people who want to stop smoking.” 


Tunisia tenor victims’ families to sue tour operator 



Suzy Richards, centre, arrives for the conclusion of the inquests with her surviving son Owen 


Joel’s uncle Adrian 


DEFIANT families of the Tunisia terror at¬ 
tack victims are to sue the tour operator TUI 
as a coroner ruled their relatives were unlaw¬ 
fully killed. Thirty British tourists were mur¬ 
dered in the attack - including three mem¬ 
bers of the same Black Country family. 

At the conclusion of the six-week inquests 
on Tuesday, coroner Judge Nicholas Lo- 
raine-Smith rejected suggestions ‘neglect’ 
by travel companies played any part in the 
deaths. But some relatives including Suzy 
Richards from Wednesbury have now re¬ 
vealed they plan to launch civil action against 
TUI. The coroner reserved criticism for the 
Tunisian police’s response to the mass shoot¬ 


ing at the beach resort in Sousse carried out 
by IS-inspired gunman Seifeddine Rezgui. 

Among the 30 people slaughtered by Rezgui 
were Miss Richards’ 19-year-old son Joel, her 
brother Adrian Evans, from Bilston, and fa¬ 
ther Patrick Evans. Miss Richards’ youngest 
son Owen, then 16, survived the attack. 

Lessons 

She said she hoped lessons would be learned 
from the deaths of her loved ones. A state¬ 
ment from Miss Richards said: “We all know 
our loved ones were murdered by the terrorist 
who pulled the trigger that fateful day, but 
what we have been striving to understand is 


whether anyone could have anticipated such 
a terrorist attack and what procedures could 
have been in place to prevent it. 

“I am personally convinced that an attack 
of this nature was entirely predictable and 
that there was a responsibility placed upon 
the Tunisian authorities and TUI to put 
safety structures and procedures in place.” 

At the final hearing at the Royal Courts of 
Justice, Judge Loraine-Smith labelled the po¬ 
lice response ‘shambolic’ and ‘cowardly’. 

Nick Longman, managing director of TUI 
UK, said, the attack had ‘shocked and dev¬ 
astated all of us’. Speaking outside court, he 
said: “As an industry we have adapted.” 


PnT Ores 4 U 


QUALITY CARE AT HOME 
IN HALESOWEN AND 
THE WEST MIDLANDS 



We are passionate about helping your loved one to 
live a happy, secure and independent life. 

All DBS cleared, our professional, friendly 
staff are continually trained to the 
highest standard to provide a range 
of duties to suit everyday needs. 

At P & T Cares 4 U Ltd, we 
provide compassionate care at 
home, including palliative care. 


As part of our personal service, 
we are committed to give high 
quality care tailored to specific 
requirements to all of our service 
users. 


With a wealth of experience, we offer 
a friendly, reliable service within the 
home care sector that includes:- 


Personal Care 

Medication, shopping and company calls 

Security and social visits 

Domestic calls 

Night shifts 

Laundry services 


Meal Preparation 
(Including PEG Feeding) 
Pension collecting 
Palliative care 
Sitting service 
Hospital escort 



We have now moved to new premises 

I24C Nimmings Road 
Halesowen, West Midlands. B62 9JH 

0121 559 8182 



Showroom: 404-406 Bearwood Road, Bearwood B66 4EX Tel: 0121 429 3186 
[gfrajj Opening Times: Monday-Saturday 10.00am-6.00pm 
[■""■] www.inspirationalfires.co.uk email: info@inspirationalfires.co.uk 


JOHN X HARRIS 


HOUSE FURNISHERS 
& RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICE 





Sherborne 

CV SB 


Recliner Chairs 


Stockist of chairs to make 
sitting and rising easier 

•Divan Beds »Bed Frames 

•Mattresses Ortho Chairs 



0121 559 2402 


1A Causeway, 
Blackheath 


Now open Saturday 10am-2pm, Weekdays 10am-4.00pm, Closed all day Thursday* Private car park 
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Safe homes 
scheme for 
young praised 

A YMCA scheme that provides a safe 
home for vulnerable youngsters in 
the Black Country has been backed 
by Halesowen and Rowley Regis MP 
James Morris. 

The Conservative MP has hailed 
the impact of the Open Door Project, 
which has given more than 18,000 
nights of support to young people who 
need accommodation. 

The scheme offers safe homes with 
host families, along with a package of 
support to help youngsters gain the 
confidence and skills they need to be 
independent. 

Mr Morris said: “Without a safe 
home and the guidance of caring, re¬ 
sponsible adults many of these young 
people become jobless, homeless and 
suffer with low self-esteem. 

“This project offers a first class 
service which is providing care, sup¬ 
port and hope for many of our young 
people who find themselves on hard 
times. 

“I’m keen to help YMCA build on 
their successes so far, and look at 
ways the project can expand.” 

Open Door offers vulnerable young 
people safe accommodation with host 
families in the Black Country 

A young person placed with a host 
will receive support from the YMCA 
Black Country Group to help them 
gain the confidence and skills they 
need to become independent. 

New housing scheme 
close to rail station 

FIVE homes could be built near 
Cradley Heath train station. The 
three-storey properties have been 
earmarked on Station Street and 
were recommended for approval by 
Sandwell Council. 

The final decision will be made at 
a meeting of Sandwell Council’s plan¬ 
ning committee on March 1. 


Air gun victim was nearly 
blinded in drive-by attack 



Alexis Strong and Cariss Evans, front, with supporters and fellow organisers at the fundraising dance event 


A WOMAN who had an undiagnosed 
brain tumour the size of a peach for 
six years has raised £1,500 for the 
charity that helped her start dancing 
again. 

Alexis Strong, aged 31, of Rowley 
Regis, was diagnosed with a brain tu¬ 
mour in June 2016. 

She underwent surgery that August 
at the Queen Elizabeth Hospital in 
Birmingham. 


The tumour was found after Alexis 
underwent tests on her eyes after 
complaining to doctors over symptoms 
that included headaches, earache and 
blurred vision. 

Instructor 

The line-dancing instructor raised 
£1,500 in a dancing event at Quarry 
Bank Conservative Club in aid of the 
Brain Tumour Charity. 


She said: “I was lucky that the tu¬ 
mour was benign and that they were 
able to remove all of it. I wanted to 
hold the line dancing event to raise 
awareness of brain tumours and the 
symptoms.” 

Also present was fellow brain tu¬ 
mour patient, college friend of Alexis 
and community ambassador for the 
charity, Cariss Evans, a nurse aged 
32, of Dudley. 


A MAN from Rowley Regis said he could have been blinded 
after he was shot at with an air gun by a passenger in a van 
which pulled up alongside him as he walked home at night. 

The attack last Monday, in Throne Road, Rowley Regis, happened 
less than 24 hours before a man was injured in another suspected air 
gun attack in Oldbury (see page 12) . 

Craig Johnson, aged 25, was walking home from work at 11.40pm when he 


was targeted. A van pulled up and a 
man called him over and asked for the 
time before pulling out the weapon. 

Mr Johnson managed to turn away 
as the gun was fired, escaping with a 
graze to the side of his face. 

Police have launched an investiga¬ 
tion but said it was not thought to be 
linked to a suspected air gun attack in 
Rood End Road, Oldbury, at 9pm the 
following day, Tuesday (February 21). 

Mr Johnson, from Rowley Regis, 
said he was terrified as the weapon 
was aimed at him just inches from his 
face. 

Bus 

He said: “I got off the bus from 
work and crossed the road. I heard 
something slowing behind me and 
then a murmur of a voice. I got to the 
vehicle and saw the barrel of a gun. I 
turned away quickly and that’s when 
he shot the gun. I was hit just above 
the eyebrow. They then shot my arm 
and even as they pulled away there 
was another shot but it missed me. 
If I hadn’t turned away it could have 
blinded me.” 

At the time of the attack, he could 
not tell if his attacker was wielding a 
real gun. Mr Johnson said: “I was just 
panicking. All I saw was a gun in my 
face.” 

Police believe it was an isolated at¬ 
tack and are examining CCTV. 


Plan revealed 
for Olympic 
sized pool 

A LEISURE centre, featuring an 
Olympic-sized swimming pool, could 
be built in Smethwick. 

Sandwell Council bosses have re¬ 
vealed plans for the centre and pool 
as they said investment was badly 
needed in leisure facilities in the town. 

A public consultation has been 
launched on the plans. 

New leisure centres have been built 
across the borough in recent years but 
Smethwick has missed out on invest¬ 
ment. 

Sandwell’s leisure boss Richard 
Marshall, who is also a Smethwick 
councillor, said the plans were at an 
early stage. He said several potential 
sites had been identified. 

Smethwick is currently home to the 
Harry Mitchell Leisure Centre, Thim- 
blemill Baths and Hadley Stadium. 

It is not yet known how much the 
centre would cost but the council has 
held discussions with Sport England. 
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Cleaning 


Services now available 
h to restore all your uPVC 


products. Guttering and 
Driveways cleaning 
available 




mm 
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Replace the existing roof on 

your conservatory and create a Every window and conservatory is custom made to the most rigorous quality standards you will find in the 

comfortable environment and a industry. No other company in the area has more experience and know how than Rydale, and that’s why we 

room you can use all year round have been in business for more than 30 years. 


MASSIVE DISCOUNTS AVAILABLE ON MARCH INSTALLATIONS 


FREEPHONE 0800 9,17 




Blackheath 


Weekdays: 


5130pm 
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OK now, for 
cinematic 
just ready 
very boring 

THE BBC’s latest big-budget costume 
drama has attracted some controversy, 
with viewers reportedly switching off after 
10 minutes because they could not un¬ 
derstand the mumbling characters. 

Well, I managed half an hour before 
switching off because it was very dull. 

Perhaps I should have paid more at¬ 
tention to the previews, where the words 
“CGI” and “cinematic” seemed to figure 
heavily. I do wonder whether these words 
are a secret industry code for “very bor¬ 
ing”. 

Whenever a programme or film is pro¬ 
moted on the basis of its computer-gen¬ 
erated imagery, or CGI, it always seems 
to be far more about showing off the 
technical prowess than coming up with 
an entertaining story. 

And cinematic just seems to be a eu¬ 
phemism for extremely slow. Endless 
shots of folk just standing around looking 
broody, or exchanging knowing glances 
at one another. Not actually doing any¬ 
thing, just looking like they might. 

We can only speculate on what life 
might have been like in a Nazi-occupied 
Britain, but I really doubt it would have 
led to a notable increase in people going 
around glaring at one another, or moodily 
dragging on cigarettes in doorways be¬ 
fore petulantly throwing the butt away. 

The bloke I really blame for all this is 
Inspector Morse. Before he came along, 
detective dramas were slick, tightly edit¬ 
ed, fast-paced and - exciting. Then when 
he came along it was all street scenes, 
random students walking about or riding 
bikes, with a bit of crime in between. 

Maybe next time, somebody could 
come up with a drama that is a little bit 
less “cinematic”, but a bit more entertain¬ 
ing? 

□ □□ 

A UNIVERSITY in Budapest has car¬ 
ried out research into people aged 18 to 
24, and concluded that separating them 
for any length of time from their mobile 
phones resulted in symptoms akin to 
post-traumatic stress disorder. 

Yep, you’ve read that right. There is 
a section of society which finds a few 
hours without being able to check their 
credit score or stare at a cute cat video 
as harmful to them as others do endur¬ 
ing some of the most unimaginable hard¬ 
ships in the battlefield. 

The study found that three-quarters 
of those who took part showed signs of 
stress, including fidgeting and scratch¬ 
ing. Of course, it would be wrong to tar 
all young people with the same brush, 
and we must remember how many of this 
generation have served their country with 
courage and dignity in Iraq and Afghan¬ 
istan. 

But the fact that millions are so at¬ 
tached to their electronic comfort blanket 
that they can’t bear to separated for a few 
hours is terrifying. Let’s hope we never 
need to call them up for another war. 


No Mr Blair, this time people did know how to vote 




LUCY Brown who was asked for a cash 
donation after an uninspiring date 


Tony Blair is calling for people to now 
change their mind over Brexit 


f % 
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Lord Newby says some peers do not have 
the ‘stomach’ to delay Brexit legislation 


Thanks for advice 
Tony, now shove it 


THIS is what His Serene Magnificence Tony 
Blair says about Britain voting to leave the EU: 
“The people voted without knowledge of the 
true terms of Brexit. As these terms become 
clear, it is their right to change their mind.” Now, 
apply those same words to the 1975 referen¬ 
dum when Britain voted to stay in the Common 
Market. Back then, we certainly voted without 
knowledge of the true terms. We thought we 
were joining a free-trade area but were grad¬ 
ually swallowed into an undemocratic and un¬ 
accountable superstate. We had the right to 
change our mind and in last year’s referendum 
we did so. The difference between the 1975 
and 2016 referendums is that in 1975 we had 
no idea what the EU would become. Now we 
know exactly what it’s about. So thanks for the 
advice, Tony, now shove off. Aren’t you sup¬ 
posed to be bringing peace to the Middle East 
or something? 

LORD Newby says some peers do not have 
the ‘stomach’ to delay the Government’s Brexit 
legislation. Stomach? I suspect what’s missing 
is a little lower in the anatomy. The House of 
Lords knows that if it frustrates the will of the 
people, then the people might start asking why 
we need 850 Lords in the first place. Might 
things be greatly improved by having 100, 50, 
or none at all? 

A READER says he likes the term “de-extinct- 
ing,” as applied to woolly mammoths, and won¬ 
ders what other things might be de-extincted. 
He suggests good manners, respect for elders 
and Beer at Home means Davenports. Any oth¬ 
er suggestions for the de-extinction list? 

INCIDENTALLY, good luck with de-extinct- 
ing respect for elders. The snag is that it has 
probably never existed. Who was it who said: 
“The children now love luxury. They have bad 
manners, contempt for authority; they show dis- 


THE BEST OF 
PETER RHODES 



respect for elders and love chatter in place of 
exercise”? It was Socrates, writing about 2,500 
years ago. No change there. 

THINGS to do on a rainy day. The Pitt Riv¬ 
ers Museum in Oxford has a folklore exhibition 
featuring “a collection of objects highlighting 
folk traditions of Oxfordshire including a Morris 
dancer’s outfit, whit horns, lighting appliances 
and a lace maker’s dick pot.” 

A READER asks whether I have any strong 
views of the Church of England’s latest furore 
over same-sex marriages. Not really. It is hard 
to get worked up about the opinions of people 
who believe, without any evidence, that some 
benevolent sky-god is watching over us. I don’t 
really care what superstitious people think 
about God, the Devil and heaven and hell, so 
why should I fret about their views on genitalia? 
As far as we can tell, the Church of England is 
morphing into a social club for people who just 
want to be sweet to each other, with none of 
that nasty, old-fashioned stuff about sin. More 
than 20 years ago I forecast the creation of the 
Church of Jesus Christ The Really Nice Bloke. I 
am sure it has a great future. 

AN Appeal Court ruling this week suggests 
the law may soon permit civil partnerships, 
currently restricted to same-sex couples, for 
heterosexual couples, too. But could the whole 
process be overtaken by the astonishing rise 
of gender rights? There is growing pressure for 
people to be able to “self-identify” their gen¬ 
der. Lawmakers in California have proposed a 


“non-binary” choice for people who wish to be 
neither male nor female on official documents 
including birth certificates and driving licences. 
In a world where people can be any gender they 
choose, or none, any couple could qualify for 
a civil partnership simply by claiming to be the 
same sex. 

MEANWHILE, one US university already of¬ 
fers a choice of six gender identities for new 
students: male, female, trans male/trans man, 
trans female/trans woman, gender queer/gen¬ 
der non-conforming and “different identity”. 
Confused? It has hardly started. An online guide 
offers no fewer than 81 definitions of sexual 
possibilities and gender-identity issues. Some¬ 
thing for everyone? 

THANKS for your continuing accounts of 
truly awful first dates. A reader tells me of an 
over-confident lad who took his girlfriend on a 
hot-air balloon flight and romantically proposed 
to her at 2,000 feet. She turned him down. They 
were stuck in that balloon basket for the next 45 
minutes with the pilot and by the time it landed 
the mood on board was positively polar. Moral: 
always plan your escape route. 

LUCY Brown, a London-based clothes de¬ 
signer, had an uninspiring date through an on¬ 
line dating agency. She decided to let the man 
down gently with a text explaining she was not 
interested in a second meeting. She was aston¬ 
ished when the ‘normal and sweet’ man replied 
saying he was devastated and asking for ‘a 
contribution for the drinks I spent on you’. She 
sent him £42.50 and made an equal donation 
to a donkey sanctuary. And they say romance 
is dead. 

A READER writes: “I purchased a hanging 
basket of spring flowers this weekend. The in¬ 
structions say: Keep out of draughts.” 


Don’t judge 


peop 


e by 


he way 
they look 

I HAVE never really been a follower of 
fashion, as people who know me will tes¬ 
tify. I wear what I feel comfortable in and 
cannot see the point of paying £50 for 
shoes or trousers when pairs for £10 or 
£20 do the same job, particularly as we 
are meant to be living in times of austerity. 

That does not mean I don’t care about 
my appearance. And, of course I have no 
problem with people wishing to pay over 
the odds if that’s what they want. That’s 
their prerogative, and if they can afford it, 
why not? 

But remember, a trend is just that. 
Weeks/months down the line, everyone 
will be wearing something different. 

Take holey jeans, for example. What 
are those all about? During a weekend 
away, I saw hordes of youngsters wear¬ 
ing these. 

It was ironic there was a town nearby 
called Patcham - the sort of thing my 
mum would have done if I had worn holey 
jeans! 

While on the same break I was served 
in one shop by a girl with hair of so many 
colours she looked like she had bathed 
in a vat of Skittles - and could have been 
the inspiration for a McFly hit. And she 
had so many facial piercings it was like 
talking to a pin cushion. 

But joking aside (and I really am) it is 
these kind of attitudes and prejudices we 
need to stamp out. 

So often we hear of girls pressured into 
being a certain size, or bullies hiding be¬ 
hind social media anonymity, all because 
their targets have different looks or tastes 
or beliefs to that of their own. 

The shop girl I encountered was most 
helpful and pleasant, as one would ex¬ 
pect. 

Isn’t it time we looked beyond people’s 
appearances, be it tattoos, dress sense, 
size or whatever it may be? Let them be 
comfortable in their own skin. The old 
adages of ‘each to their own’ and ‘leave 
people be’ spring to mind. 

We cannot expect everyone to look or 
dress identically, follow the same football 
teams or be fans of the same kind of mu¬ 
sic, television programme or comedian, 
for example. Variety is the spice of life, 
they say, and the world is richer for it. 

Some people like, and are even turned 
on by, body art, for instance. And, while 
that may be not be my cup of tea, it does 
not mean I would have any less time for 
anyone with a scorpion inked on their 
back or some obscure Hebrew inscrip¬ 
tion on their arm. 

Employers take note. I’m sure many 
job opportunities go begging because a 
candidate does not look the part, or has 
gaping holes in their ear lobes. It doesn’t 
necessarily mean they cannot do the 
jobs. 

Don’t be intimidated or put off by these 
people, they are human beings after all. 
Oh, and they have feelings too. 

MARK SHIPP 
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selected products 

S Old Buildings Removed 
S Asbestos Disposal 
s Base Laying Service 
Y Free Quotations 

CONCRETE GARAGE ROOF 
REPLACEMENT SERVICE 


Wooden 

Sheds 

wm 


HUGE 

Concrete 

FREE 

Summer 

FREE 

Log Cabins 

RANGE 

Garages 

FITTING 

Houses 

FITTING 

& Garden Rooms 





Prices from g^vered 

6ft x 4ft £239 £274 
7ft x 5ft £269 £309 
8ft x 6ft £299 £344 


Fitted prices from 

£1599 
£3099 


Single Garage 
16ft x 8ft 

Double Garage 
16ft x 16ft 


Fitted prices from 
7ft x 5ft £599 Verandah 
8ft x 6ft £725 
8ft x 8ft £789 


Fitting service available 
Wall Log 44mm T&G 
Double Glazed 
Insulated Options 


/Huge Range /Made To Measure Service /Lined & Insulated Options /Quality At Competitive Prices 


Show site (open 7 days): Tildasley Street, 
West Bromwich B70 9SJ (Next to Staples) 


Visit our website: 

www.bettabuildings.co.uk 


Call us now: 

0121 553 4682 


We make it 


























we can all do something about rubbish 

I’VE never contacted papers or the Neither I or my kid was ever brought what’s the issue? Granted you would 


media before and yes the NHS, Brex- 
it, and the economy are all massive is¬ 
sues. Sadly as mere individuals, there 
is little we can do to influence what 
will be. 

However, something we can all 
take accountability over and actually 
achieve something is litter! 

We in the Black Country are blessed 
with some stunning countryside and it 
is so noticeable the amount of rubbish 
either tossed out of vehicle windows 
or bins that are left to build up and up 
and the over spill is left to degenerate. 


up to toss rubbish out of the window, 
but to take it home and dispose of it. 

People enjoy a stroll over Clent only 
to leave the waste neatly tied up in a 
bag for others. 

Surely a little publicity would help 
and local fast food chains (in particular 
McDonald’s) should take some respon¬ 
sibility for educating customers about 
keeping Britain tidy! 

On a tangent, council tips are so 
regimented and post code allocated. 
Surely if you are disposing of rubbish 
in a council designated refuge tip, 


think you will use the closest one? In 
my case Romsley, yet we are allocated 
to Stourbridge, double the distance. 

We go to Stourbridge but there are 
some who once turned away, head for 
the nearest bit of green belt and de¬ 
posit their rubbish. Lapal Lane being 
a prime site. 

Let’s take responsibility and dispose 
of our rubbish. We might be doing our 
best to become a third world country 
but rubbish disposal is in our hands. 

MR C WITHERS 

Halesowen 


Tax rich to 
solve crisis 
in the NHS 

JEREMY Hunt continues 
to whinge on about a lack of 
social care facilities and an 
ageing population, but suc¬ 
cessive Governments have 
been aware of the demo¬ 
graphics for decades. 

The NHS was formed 
from nothing to become 
the largest employer in 
the country by introducing 
National Insurance and in¬ 
creasing income taxes. 

Since their election in 
2010 this Government has 
not only reduced taxes and 
NI contributions, but have 
also used our public services 
as a means to repay a huge 
deficit caused by global fi¬ 
nancial institutions, making 
so-called ‘efficiency savings’. 

If they had abolished ‘tax 
evasion’ practices and in¬ 
creased tax and NI instead 
to finance the deficit in 2010 
we would not be facing the 
crisis we have today, but 
that would have forced the 
wealthy to cough up. 

Mr Hunt, your Govern¬ 
ment is to blame! 

MICHAEL CLIFF 

Wall Heath 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


POST 


EMAIL 


Dudley Chronicle, 
Chronicle Editorial, 
51-53 Queen Street 
Wolverhampton, WV11ES 


dudley.chrons@ 

expressandstar.co.uk 


Letters should be brief and MUST include name, address and telephone 
number. The Editor reserves the right to condense letters. 

Code of Practice: Our policy is to correct errors 
as soon as we can. The Chronicles adhere to the 


Editors’ Code of Practice, which can be seen at 


EU, we want some 
of our money back 

THE European Union fails to protect its members and also 
fails to compromise - no nations are better off financially. 

The Greek nation is in hock up to its olives, open door 
policy is not working, the so-called elite are desperate to 
keep us trapped and frightened of the UK leaving. The 
German people are voicing their concerns about keeping 
funding the EU, especially when we stop paying into it. 

I believe that there needs to be independent auditors be¬ 
cause the EU budgets have not been signed off for 20-odd 
years - we might be due a rebate. 

We help to pay for office blocks and other EU buildings, 
plus the wine cellars. We want some of our investments 
back. Only pension money for the over-paid civil servants 
and the unelected bureaucrats need to be paid. 

MR R GOODALL 
Wordsley 


Message 
for Blair: 
Shut up! 

I WOULD like to thank 
Tony Blair, if I had any 
doubts about the way I vot¬ 
ed (and I don’t), Mr Blair 
just confirmed I was right. 

Now here’s a man who 
can be trusted and his words 
relied upon (not). 

How dare he speak out 
about Brexit and ask people 
to ‘rise up’. He lied to this 
country about weapons, he 
led us into a war and lives 
were lost. So anything this 
person says I hope people do 
the opposite. The reason he 
speaks is not for the good of 
this country but for the good 
of his own pocket. 

Mr Blair please stay 
where you are wanted - in 
the wilderness. You had 
your chance and blew it, at 
great cost to hundreds of 
families and the people of 
this country. The things you 
did we are still living with 
and there are no signs of it 
getting better. 

Thanks, and in the words 
of a Black Country lad, 
‘keep ya trap shut’. 

PETE LOWE 

Brierley Hill 


CLAIMING 

HOUSING 

BENEFIT? 

WE NEED TO KNOW 
OF ANY CHANGES TO 
YOUR CIRCUMSTANCES 

You must keep your records 
up to date and tell us if your 
circumstances change 

If you do not keep your records up to date or inform us of a 
change of circumstance you may risk a fine or prosecution 

For more information, or to report a change 
in circumstance complete an online form by 
visiting www.dudley.gov.uk/benefits 

or call 0300 555 8100 or visit Dudley Council Plus 


Dudley g|§ 

Funded by the Department of Work and Pensions HKnffl 
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40 % 

OFF 


<^> Quality Kitchen Makeovers Ltd 


UNBEATABLE QUALITY AND VALUE 
FROM THE BESPOKE SPECIALISTS 




Don't Settle for Less 

• Kitchens • Bedrooms 
• Bathrooms • Extensions 
# Loft Conversions 
• Home Offices 
From a door or worktop 
r&placem&nt to an extension 



What our customers say... 

“Wonderful kitchen, I have 
already recommended you 
and would not hesitate to 
recommend QKM to anyone.” 

“Can’t believe the 
transformation from start to 
finish, totally professional.” 


Appliances: Neff, Bosch, 
Rangemaster, Belling, Hotpoint, 
Stoves and many more 

Franke Sinks 50 Year Guarantee 


HOMEOWNERS... 

Looking to Sell? 

Enhance the prospects of selling your property - stunning results for 
a minimum outlay 

Just Moved In? 

Let us help to transform your property into a dream home 

Decided to Stay? 

Fall in love again with your home - Revamp your kitchen, bedroom or bathroom 
and allow us to show your home’s true potential 

Bring us your dream pictures and we will bring them to life 


LUC6 


The Largest Working 
Kitchen in the Midlands at our 
Netherton Showroom 


at QKM 

We are dedicated to offering our 
customers the finest service within the 
home improvement market 

{ THE GUILD Ji 

OF MASTER CRAFTSMEN WPj 

Membership No A120074 

‘We have customers who would be more 
than happy to show you the excellent 
standard of work’ 


All types of Flooring supplied and 
Wet Wall Solutions for Bathrooms 

Range of Kitchens, Bedrooms and 
Bathrooms to suit all budgets 


Head Office & Showroom 

Customer satisfaction 

149 Cinder Bank, Netherton, Dudley, DY2 9BL 

guaranteed. 

01299 877718 | 01384 232413 | 0121 550 4821 

WE WILL NOT 

Open Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm, Thursdays 9am - 7pm 

LET YOU DOWN 

Saturdays 10am - 4pm 


Did you know 80% of our customers are retired? 

60 % plus of all our appointments are referrals or existing 
customers requiring further work. 

Find out why we are trusted for yourself 

BOOK YOUR NO OBLIGATION 
QUOTE TODAY ON 01384 232413 


ALL MAJOR CREDIT 
CARDS ACCEPTED 


www.qualitykitchenmakeoversltd.co.uk 


FIVE MINUTES FROM MERRY HILL 
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® THE long-awaited announce- 
„ ment of the line-up for this 
S' year’s V Festival was revealed 
this week - with P!nk and Jay Z 
=5 the surprise big headliners. 
jE Rumours had been rife for weeks 
ahead of the announcement with the 
® smart money seemingly on Ed Sheer- 
,2 an as the likely big draw, writes Diane 
c Davies. 

® Meanwhile Drake, Kaiser Chiefs, Mum- 
£ ford and Sons and Mary J Blige had also 
Q been touted as possible headliners by the 
g music press. 

4 ) Both Jay Z and Pink have been fairly low 
^ profile in recent years musically. Raunchy 
O American singer Pink has not had a solo 
to album out since 2012 and not toured since 
® 2013/14. 

It is 10 years since since Pink made her 
X debut V appearance. Festival promoters 
say the ‘pop icon will be entertaining the 
crowd with her elaborate stagecraft and 
choreography’. 

Teens 

With more than 100 million records 
sold and a 20-year career, Jay Z is one 
of the best-selling musicians of all time. 
Although the US rapper is almost better 
known as Mr Beyonce for young music 
fans having not had a solo album out for 
almost four years. The 47-year-old has not 
toured since 2013/14. 

He and wife Beyonce recently an¬ 
nounced that she is pregnant with twins 
but have not revealed her due date - 
though it is rumoured to be around the 
beginning of August. 

The V Festival takes place at Weston 
Park in Staffordshire and Hylands Park, 
Chelmsford, on August 19 and 20. 

Having gained a reputation in recent 
years as a festival focusing on the ‘teen 
scene’, last year’s headliners were Justin 
Bieber and Rihanna, there are a number 
of acts which will satisfy the usual crowd. 

‘Godfather of garage’ Craig David, Ja¬ 
son Derulo, Jess Glynne, local lads The 
Vamps, Sean Paul, Dizzee Rascal, Clean 
Bandit, James Arthur and rising sensation 


Stormzy have all been announced this 
week. Ellie Goulding will be making her 
fifth V appearance and there is a return 
for Rudimental. 

Scouting for Girls and Busted tick 
the ‘guitar band ‘box while Madness 
always provide a lively show and will 
appease the more mature members of 
the crowd. 

Pete Tong was the first name re¬ 
leased by the organisers, last Friday, 
as a sneak tease to the big reveal this 
week. Tong is one of the most success¬ 


ful electronic dance DJs worldwide and 
will be creating the sound of summer 
to both sites with his Ibiza Classics or¬ 
chestra show. 

Tickets for V go on general sale at 
9am on Friday. A weekend ticket will 
cost £175 plus fees. 

As well as day and weekend tickets 
there are camping tickets - including 
VIP and ‘glamping’ options. 

A ‘pod pad’ sleeping two people 
costs £1,366 while an Airstream Prince 
Trailer for five will set visitors back 


£6,500. This does include access to 
the VIP area though. 

Around 70,000 attended last year’s V 
Festival. Headliner Justin Bieber found 
himself making all the wrong headlines 
over the weekend with claims that he 
was miming and had been out partying 
to the early hours. 

• What do you think of the line-up. 
Email us at wolverhampton.chroni- 
cles@expressandstar.co.uk or write 
to Chronicle Editorial, 51-53 Queen 
Street, Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


at last! 



The Vamps, with singer Brad Simpson from Sutton Coldfield, will play V 



Making her fifth V Festival appearance will be Ellie Goulding 



Black Car Mats 

(Pic for illustration only) 


Londonderry Hardware 


J 


FREE Home Quote. FAST Delivery 


Unit 14, Long Lane Trading Estate, 
Long Lane, Halesowen B62 9LD 
www.halesowenfireplaces.co.uk 


270 Londonderry Lane, Smethwick B67 7EW 0121 5652732 


f 


Crown White Gloss 
2 'h Ltr - Liquid, 
Non-drip, One Coat * 


Gorilla 

Stockists 


Tray of Pansies Polyanthus 


|J 

cJ 


Adam Henson 
Birds Welcome 
< Annual Wild Bird 
Attraction Mix 


De-ionised 
Water 


Adam Henson 
* Wildlife Welcome 
Perennial 
Conservation Mix 


Johnstone’s White Rhododendron 
Matt 10 Ltr 


Prices start 
from £60 a bay 

Includes: 

^ Heavy duty 
■'fence^panel 


Gravel board and 
Concrete post 

$mUI 

3 year warranty 


m 


Shed 


felts 


given 


Free no obligation quotes 


(DzaJjui] 


01384 863284 


Eyedeal-Eyewear Opticians 


Repairs, Spares , Sales 

All major brands repaired, 
also built in appliances, electric 
cookers, tumble dryers etc. 

Brand new, reconditioned 
appliances available 

Brand New Washing Machine, 
5 year parts and labour guarantee 
Only £279 delivered and installed 

Showroom open 9 am-5 pm Mon-Sat 

60 High Street, 
Blackheath, B65 OEH 
0121 561 3785 




V Free NHS Eye Tests 
V" Free NHS glasses includes 

Varifocals & Bifocals 

Y Contact Lenses 

Y Over 500 Frames Instore 

V Complete Prescription 
Glasses from £15.00 

a oMewear@yahoo.com 


104 HIGH STREET 
CRADLEY HEATH B64 5HE 


01384 412 000 


Concept 


Vertical & Roller Blinds 
New season fabrics now available 


5 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Also available 

• Romans • Pleated 

• Conservatory Roof Blinds 

• Wood Venetians 

• Venetian Blinds 

• Curved Tracks for Bay Windows 


Child Safety 
Features Fitted 
Free of Charge 


FREEPHONE 
0800 5875279 

Open Seven Days a Week 

0121 429 3169 


C&T DOORS & 
WINDOWS Ltd 


Unglazed/Glazed Upvc Doors 
from £349 FULLY FITTED 

3mtr x 3mtr 
EDWARDIAN 
CONSERVATORY 

from £4500 


NEW OFFER 

French/Patio Doors 
FULLY FITTED 

from £649 


FULLY FITTED within 2 weeks For a service you can trust I 


MANY MORE DESIGNS AVAILABLE 
•New Improved 10 Point Claw Lock *Steel Reinforced 

www.candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 
Tel: 07759 536818 or 01902 842706 

email: enquiries@candtdoorsandwindows.co.uk 


Halesowen Fireplaces 

AT THE HEART OF YOUR HOME 


Complete Fireplace Packages from £499 

(including fire) 


For a range of Gas and Electric Fires and Surrounds 
visit our showroom (opposite Tyre City on Long Lane) 


® Telephone 0121 559 9985 | G facebook | 
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Doctors 'forgot' to tell 
father about his tumour 



Wayne and Clare Evans pictured before Mr Evans was struck down by illness 


A FATHER from Sedgley died 
after doctors failed to tell him 
about a cancerous tumour. 

Wayne Evans was suffering 
from severe stomach cramps 
when he was sent for tests - but 
after hearing nothing back from 
his GFJ he assumed his results 
were normal. 

However, three years later, his 
health began to deteriorate and after 
visiting his doctors, he was told a mass 
was found on his previous scan and he 
required urgent care. 

The tumour was now inoperable and 
despite undergoing chemotherapy to 
treat his cancer, the 41-year-old died. 

The GP practice, Ridgeway Surgery 
in Sedgley, has agreed in an out-of- 
court settlement to pay a six-figure 
damages sum to his wife, Clare, after 
his scan results were filed away. 

Bosses at the surgery confirmed that 
since the error occurred practice sys¬ 
tems had been changed. 

Sales asssistant Mrs Evans, 45, said: 
“My life with never be the same, I can¬ 
not accept that Wayne’s fate lay on a 
piece of paper for three years. 

“He was forgotten about and it 
wasn’t until he went back in pain that 
alarm bells started ringing.” 

Shocked 

She added: “Wayne was shocked 
when his doctor asked if he’d had any 
follow-up appointments as he’d never 
been contacted after the initial tests. 

“His tumour had been left to grow 
for three years and by the time they 
tried to operate, it was far too ad¬ 
vanced and he died in 2013. 

“If it had been removed when he 
had the first tests, it’s likely he would 
be cancer free today and we wouldn’t 
have such a gaping hole in our family.” 

In a legal case against the practice, 
medical negligence specialists Hudgell 
Solicitors had alleged that the tests in 


2008 - which showed the abnormal 
growth - had been wrongly filed away 
at the practice after being sent from 
Russells Hall Hospital. 

Mrs Evans said life for her and their 
daughters Natasha, 23, and Chloe, 
19, will never be the same again. She 
added: “I don’t want anyone else to go 
through what we’ve been through.” 

Wayne passed away at home, with 
Clare, Natasha and Chloe by his side. 

Wayne had launched the legal pro¬ 
cess himself in 2012 after learning of 
his diagnosis and the error. 


A spokesman from Ridgeway Sur¬ 
gery said: “We can’t comment on this 
case due to our duty of confidential¬ 
ity; however we would like to say how 
sorry we are about Mr Evans death 
and pass on our condolences to his 
family, since this error occurred we 
have changed our practice systems to 
prevent this from happening again.” 

Hudgell Solicitors secured the 
six-figure settlement for Clare and 
her family, which takes into account 
avoidable pain and suffering Wayne 
endured, and the impact on their lives. 


Hagley 



Beautiful Kitchens & Bathrooms, Designed with Imagination and Skillfully Fitted with Care 
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A beautiful new kitchen... 

We are so pleased we chose Hagley Kitchens - for Graham and his team 
nothing was to much trouble... Thank you" Tony & Beryl Rhead - Halesowen 

"like magic everything was in place... tiling, electrics, and beautiful appliances... a 
fantastically designed kitchen. Graham made everything simple" Audrey Basterfieid, Hasbury 

'They gave us our perfect kitchen, a great local company." Sandra Donnelly, Kingswinford 

"The kitchen of our Dreams, we made so many changes but all was completed with so 
little fuss... I love showing off my new kitchen to everyone!! Norah & Chris Painter, Pedmore 

"A major project completed on time without any problems at all" Gill McKenzie, Codsaii 

Guaranteed unbeatable on price 

See some of our range of beautiful Modern and Traditional kitchens at: WWW.HagleyKitchenS.CO.Llk 


Call Graham Edmonds 

for your 'FREE', no obligation 
new Hagley Kitchen's design 

07776207596 

or 0121 602 3031 


INSTALLATION • TILING • GAS • ELECTRIC • PLUMBING • BUILDING 



INLITEN 
FRONT DOOR 


in WHITE 
From Only 


Including 

fitting! 


• Your NEW windows will sparkle this Winter 

• It's the Best Time of Year to Fit New Windows! 


™l Window 
Wizard Services 
Available 


6 FLAT 
WINDOWS 
& 2 DOORS 


INLITEN 
BACK DOOR 


in WHITE 


From Only 


From Only 


...Including 
fitting! 


Misted Units 
Replaced 
Broken Hingi 
• Door 
Adjustment 
New Locks 
Installed 

Call for 
further details 

fitting ANtTvAT! / 0121 4 21 7001 





It to be 


Your local we// established business offering 
top quality products and service 
No payment until completion 
Call us now for a great deal on your 
new windows and doors 


Visit our showroom 


Deal direct with the owner 


HASBURY WINDOWS Ltd. 

- QUALITY I VALUE I SERVICE - 



SHOWROOM OPEN: 

Mon-Fri 8.00am - 5.00pm 
Sat - 10.00am - 1,00pm 

PHONEUNES OPEN: 9.00am 9.00pm 


9 Halesowen Road, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 9AA 

Telephone: 0121 421 7001 • 0121 421 2104 




L -4 


FENSA 

Registered 30179 


"We will Beat ANY Genuine Written Quote" 
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Gas station 
plan at site 
of pool hall 

A GAS filling station looks 
likely to be built on the site 
of a former snooker hall in 
Dudley. 

Dudley Snooker & Pool 
Club, in Stafford Street, 
was gutted by a fire two 
years ago. It has since been 
demolished. 

Now plans have been 
lodged with Dudley Coun¬ 
cil to create a gas filling 
station at the site. 

Three people would be 
employed at the station, 
according to planning doc¬ 
uments submitted by sur¬ 
veyors BSP Design. 

It will be used to supply 
liquefied petroleum gas to 
vehicles. 

BSP Design expect 15 to 
20 cars would use the sta¬ 
tion each day. 

At the site, four gas 
tanks protected by barriers 
will be installed. 

More than 50 firefighters 
battled the blaze which gut¬ 
ted the snooker hall. 

Middle age 
mirth at hall 

COMEDIENNE Jenny 
Eclair’s latest show will be 
visiting Dudley Town Hah 
in May 

The ‘How to Be a Mid¬ 
dle Aged Woman (With¬ 
out Going Insane)’ tour 
is at the Dudley venue on 
May 18. The 56-year-old 
TV comic has appeared 
on Grumpy Old Women, 
Loose Women and Splash!. 
In 2010 she finished third 
in I’m a Celebrity... Get Me 
Out of Here! 

Tickets are £17, call 
(01384) 812812. 


Borough libraries 
start new chapter 


PLANS to introduce new ways of working in 
libraries and archives in Dudley have moved 
a step closer. 

The Dudley Council-run library service, Archives 
and Local History Centre will enter into a ‘staff mu¬ 
tual’ - where employees have more control - in the 
spring. 

The authority says that this will give workers greater 


freedom to introduce new 
ways to generate income, 
which they will be able to 
reinvest into staff train¬ 
ing, update facilities and 
expanding the range of ser¬ 
vices available. 

At the Dudley Archives 
and Local History Centre, 
on Tipton Road, the mutual 
will look at ways to maxim¬ 
ise the exhibition space and 
create more events for the 
public. 

The council expects the 
arrangement to reap finan¬ 
cial savings across the board 
without impacting on day- 
to-day services. 

Transferred 

All council staff will be 
transferred over to the or¬ 
ganisation. The council is 
now carrying out the formal 
legal work before the final 
process is complete. 

Council leader, Pete 
Lowe, said: “We value our 
libraries and archives ser¬ 
vice in the borough and es¬ 
pecially our staff who have 


By Lucy Thompson 


worked hard to deliver some 
of the best library services 
in the country. 

“Unlike other authorities 
that are choosing to close 
their libraries, we are going 
down the route of mutualis¬ 
ing our services to protect 
them long term. 

“The mutual offers an 
exciting opportunity to do 
things differently and I am 
confident it will achieve the 
best outcomes for our li¬ 
braries and archives service 
users.” 

Greenwich Leisure was 
chosen as the preferred 
partner to bring their exper¬ 
tise to Dudley libraries and 
archives, running the mu¬ 
tual over the next five years. 

The company has been 
running leisure and library 
services since 1993, and 
currently manages librar¬ 
ies in the London boroughs 
of Wandsworth and Green¬ 
wich, and in Lincolnshire. 


Monkey see 
monkey lots 
to do at zoo 

THE first stage of Dudley 
Zoo’s £295,000 revamp has 
begun with work underway 
to create a new home for its 
critically-endangered yel¬ 
low-breasted capuchins. 

The outdoor area for the 
capuchins off the Small Pri¬ 
mate House is being rebuilt 
at a cost of £20,000. 

Indoor spaces will give 
extra space as well as a 
climbing frame and high 
platforms for the arboreal 
species, while new glass win¬ 
dows will enhance viewing 
opportunities for visitors. 

Curator Richard Brown, 
said: “Work is progressing 
really well. We’ve kept the 
capuchins inside while con¬ 
tractors have demolished 
the old exterior and are 
building the new enclosure, 
which will give the species 
lots of additional space 
when it’s finished. 

“The work is all on sched¬ 
ule and is looking fantastic. 
We hope to have the pri¬ 
mates in their new enclo- 

The endangered yellow-breasted capuchins at Dudley Zoo are getting a new enclosure sure in the next few weeks.” 



Museum 
was a top 
attraction 

DUDLEY’S Museum and 
Art Galley has been named 
as one of the country’s 
best-loved attractions - two 
months after it closed. 

It was controversially 
closed after more than 
100 years to try and save 
money, despite fierce op¬ 
position in the town. It is 
now likely to be used by 
the council for conferences, 
whilst a new museum is to 
be opened in the Archives 
Building on Tipton Road. 

The museum was named 
among the top 50 free at¬ 
tractions in the UK by 
travel firm National Ex¬ 
press, alongside the likes 
of the Lake District and 
Hadrian’s Wall, and de¬ 
clared the best in the Black 
Country. 

Councillor Paul Broth- 
wood, leader of the opposi¬ 
tion UKIP group, said: “It 
was incredibly popular. I 
think the council will mas¬ 
sively regret closing such a 
wonderful attraction.” 

Clothes shop 
in Poundland 

A CLOTHES shop has 
opened inside the Pound- 
land store in Dudley town 
centre. PEP&CO will offer 
women’s, men’s and kids’ 
budget priced fashion. 

PEP&CO managing 
director Adrian Mount- 
ford said: “We might be a 
new brand but we’re one 
that customers love once 
they find us. By bringing 
PEP&CO to Poundland in 
Dudley, we’re giving people 
access to the brand much 
more rapidly than we could 
on our own.” 


TOURS BY SPECIAL TRAIN WITH STATESMAN RAIL 




ENGLISH RIVIERA STATESMAN 

SATURDAY I 3 MAY 


Departing: 

WOLVERHAMPTON,TAME BRIDGE PARKWAY, 
BIRMINGHAM (NEW STREET) 


Enjoy a spring day out to remember on board The Statesman’ 
luxury train direct from your local station as we travel 
around the beautiful Devon coast with time available for an 
afternoon sightseeing break in either Torquay or Paignton. 
Passing alongside the stunning Exe Estuary with its pretty 
fishing boats our train takes the exciting sea wall line at 
Dawlish with the sea keeping company all the way. 

TORQUAY - One of Britain’s top tourist resorts with 
sparkling white Villas perched on verdant hilltops overlooking 
pure sandy beaches and an azure sea it matches anything 
you’ll find on the French Riviera. 

PAIGNTON - With gorgeous long sandy beaches, a 
traditional pier and seafront alive with holiday fun, visit 
the award winning Zoo or take a steam train ride (payable 
locally) along one of the most idyllic stretches of coastline 
in the country beside the beautiful River Dart. 


There are four classes of travel available but early booking 
is recommended as seats are selling fast. 

Pullman Dining Class - Prices from £265: Including full 
English breakfast, morning coffee & pastries and four 
course Dinner with champagne, canapes and wine. 

Premier Dining Class - Prices from £240: Including full 
English breakfast & four course dinner. 

First Class - Prices from £140: Including complimentary 
tea/coffee & biscuits. 

Standard Class - Prices from £90: A Buffet Car is available 
for the sale of light refreshments. 

Call Statesman Rail reservations on 
0345 310 2458 or 2489, or book online 
www.statesmanrail.com 




FORA BROCHURE OR TO BOOK 0345 310 2458/2489 WWW.STATESMANRAIL.COM 























Community role 
for church house 

A CHURCH house which has been empty 
for decades has undergone a major revamp 
to become a community centre. 

Bosses at the George Road Community 
Church in Oldbury decided it was time to 
bring the property back into use and saw 
it as an opportunity to support community 
groups looking for a base. 

It has stood next to the church since the 
1880s and had once been lived in by the 
church caretaker but has been empty for 
years. The house has been given a makeo¬ 
ver and now includes activity areas, meet¬ 
ing rooms, an office and disabled toilets. 

The centre was officially opened by Mayor 
of Sandwell Councillor Julie Webb. Church 
leader June Whitehouse said: “Nobody had 
lived in it for decades and it was falling into 
disrepair. The refurbishment was a £34,200 
project. We are already seeing lots of inter¬ 
est from the community.” 

The project recieved funding from Ib- 
stock Cory Environmental Trust. 


Surgeon is struck off after 
sending love letter to patient 


A SURGEON who wrote a 
love letter to a female patient 
has been struck off. 

Dr Sachiendra Amaragiri, 59, 
carried out a colonoscopy on the 
patient at Russells Hall Hospital. 

Three months later, the doctor from 
Consett in County Durham, wrote a 
letter expressing his feelings to her. 

The patient reported it to the police 
and, following a Medical Practitioners 
Tribunal Service hearing, Mr Amara¬ 
giri’s name was removed from the 
medical register. 

In a letter read out at the hearing Mr 
Amaragiri wrote: “When you stepped 


into my clinic for the first time, I was 
suddenly stunned and taken aback by 
your presence. You induced this unu¬ 
sually extraordinary tender feelings of 
weakness in my emotional setting. To 
this day I have been unable to fathom 
this power you hold on me.” 

The tribunal was told the incident 
occurred after the woman, known as 
Patient A, was admitted to the hospi¬ 
tal in July 2015 with stomach issues. 
She was referred to Dr Amaragiri and 
in September underwent the proce¬ 
dure. Amaragiri, who was not at the 
hearing, described his letter to her as 
a ‘moment of madness’ and expressed 
‘sincere regret’. 


He wrote to the General Medical 
Council saying: “I never had or have 
any intention of causing any hurt 
in any manner. I did invite her for a 
social drink and I acknowledge this 
was a mistake. I reassure you I’ve not 
taken advantage of my position as Pa¬ 
tient A’s surgeon.” 

The tribunal stated: “Dr Amaragi¬ 
ri’s failure to comply with the relevant 
professional standards was serious 
and his conduct brought the profes¬ 
sion into disrepute. The tribunal ac¬ 
cepts this was an isolated incident. 

However, doctors practising medicine 
are required to respect the dignity and 
privacy of patients.” Dr Sachiendra Amaragiri 



Survey launch 
on hate crime 

A SURVEY aimed at tackling hate crime 
has been launched by West Midlands Po¬ 
lice, backed by West Midlands Police and 
Crime Commissioner David Jamieson in 
partnership with the University of Leices¬ 
ter. 

The aims of the project includes identi¬ 
fying the support needs of victims, iden¬ 
tifying victims’ experiences of support 
services and identifying ways of improv¬ 
ing existing support services. 

Findings and recommendations from 
the survey and research will then be used 
to help improve support provision in the 
West Midlands and inform the commis¬ 
sioning of support services for those af¬ 
fected by hate crime. 

Last week, new figures showed in¬ 
stances of hate crime had risen by more 
than a quarter in the West Midlands since 
the European Union referendum. 
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Elaine is given chief 
nurse role by Trust 



Elaine Newell - appointed as chief nurse in Sandwell 

SANDWELL and West Birmingham Hospitals NHS Trust 
is has announced the appointment of Elaine Newell as its 
chief nurse. 

Elaine is the former director of midwifery at the trust, 
which runs Sandwell, City and Rowley Regis Hospitals, and 
is noted for transforming standards of care within mater¬ 
nity services. 

She has been acting chief nurse since December last year 
and was given the job after an external process overseen by 
NHS Improvement. 

Her appointment has been welcomed by chief executive 
Toby Lewis: “Elaine will bring a distinctive and profes¬ 
sional voice reflecting the concerns and hopes of our pa¬ 
tients and their carers. I have every confidence that she 
can drive the recruitment and retention of nurses and 
midwives.” 

Commenting on her appointment, Elaine said: “I am 
delighted to be given the opportunity to lead the nursing 
profession at the Trust as we work towards the opening of 
the new Midland Metropolitan Hospital.” 

Police summit on 
how to tackle gangs 

SPECIALIST police officers from around the country met 
in the West Midlands to discuss how to tackle gangs and 
violence on the region’s streets. 

The event hosted by West Midlands Police and Crime 
Commissioner (PCC) David Jamieson was held at Aston 
University. It’s purpose was to inform delegates of the work 
so far by the PCC’s commission on gangs and violence, as 
well as sharing best practice from around the country and 
assessing the impact of gang culture in the West Midlands. 

Assistant Police and Crime Commissioner Ashley Bertie, 
who chaired the event, said: “This was a hugely successful 
event that took an in-depth look into the complicated issues 
surrounding street gangs. 

“It explored key issues, such as how we can build stronger 
community links, developing a multi-agency action plan.” 

Also attending were youth workers, community groups 
and practitioners. In total, more than 100 people took part. 



plus pay nothing until Autumn 2017 with no deposit and no interest ever! 



Fiona corner group. WAS £949 SALE£749" 


Light oak dining table & 4 faux leather chairs. Natural oak effect triple door robe. 

WAS £1099 SALE £869" WAS £399 SALE £299- 


Rest Assured large luxury storage divan set. 

WAS £649 SALE £499" 


pn £699 £250 pwi £499 


SAVE 

£600 


£199 


SAVE 

£200 


£399 


SAVE 

£250 


©ri LLIAM&SONS 

www.williamandsons.co.uk 


Level Street I Merry Hill I Dudley I West Midlands I DY51UA I T. 01384 77444 OPENING HOURS: Monday to Friday 10-5.30pm Saturday 10-6pm Sunday 11-5pm 
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Glassworks bid held up 
as skip firm stays put 


Goodness Nose how they raise so much 


to 




Rood End Road in Oldbury was cordoned off by police after 
reports a man may have been shot with a BB gun 



Staff and students at Q3 Academy Langley will be making their laughs matter for Red Nose Day 


AN Oldbury school is gearing up for its traditional Red 
Nose Day fundraiser. 

Q3 Academy Langley will host a table football competi¬ 
tion, sponsored silence and bake sale for this year’s event 
on March 24. 

Last time around, the schoolchildren, staff and teachers 
of the West Midlands raised more than £650,000, which 


was put to work helping vulnerable people in the area, all 
over the UK and across Africa. 

Q3 Academy played its part by organising a bake sale and 
by wearing silly jumpers, raising more than £1,100 to help 
to fund projects like Sandwell African Women’s Association 
which provides a safe place for African refugees affected by 
war and violence. 


Bravery medal rethink call 


POLICE closed off a road in Old¬ 
bury after a man was found with 
leg injuries. Officers are investigat¬ 
ing suggestions he was shot with a 
BB gun or air weapon. 

Rood End Road was closed be¬ 
tween Tat Bank Road, at Rood End 
Medical Centre, and Gresham Road, 
by Rood End Primary School last 
Wednesday morning. Around 10 
officers were stationed at the scene 
carrying out a forensic search. 

The previous night a man took 
himself to hospital with minor inju¬ 
ries. Reports locally suggested there 
may have been a shooting. West 


Midlands Police spokesman Brigg 
Ford said: “Police were alerted at 
9pm by staff at City Hospital re¬ 
porting a man who’d presented 
himself to A&E with a minor wound 
to his leg. 

“It’s understood the man sus¬ 
tained the injury while in Tat Bank 
Road, Oldbury, earlier that evening. 

“At this stage it’s unclear how he 
came about his injury; the road was 
cordoned off to allow for a forensic 
search.” 

The road closure caused major 
delays on surrounding roads during 
the morning rush-hour. 


BOSSES at a skip hire firm have 
thrown a major restoration of an 
historic glassworks into doubt. 

No 1 Skip Hire is based on the site 
of Chance Glassworks in Smethwick, 
which is subject to a multi-million 
pound development. 

But the skip hire firm says it will not 
move until an alternative site is found. 

No 1 Skip Hire was told it must leave the 
site when its application to continue oper¬ 
ating was denied by Sandwell Council last 
year. It was given until April to move but 
the firm has launched an appeal, requesting 
to be given two years to leave, and remains 
on the site. 

The company has also threatened to take 
the council to the High Court over the in¬ 
itial decision to refuse planning consent, 
making matters more complicated. 

Suitable 

The company operates on an acre of land 
on the Spon Lane site and the development 
cannot go ahead while it remains in place. 
Bosses say 18 jobs would be lost if the firm 
is forced to stop trading and insist they 
have no plans to leave unless a suitable site 
in Sandwell is provided for them to go to. 

Roger Page, of planning agent Page 
Swinford, which is acting on behalf of No 
1 Skip Hire, said: “Our client wishes to 
remain on the site operating until such a 
time it is feasible to relocate and it is for 
Sandwell Council to find alternative sites. 

“Providing they can operate, at some 
stage, elsewhere we do not wish to stand in 
the way of this development.” 

The Chance Glassworks Heritage Trust 
has said its exciting re-development plans, 
for homes and shops, will change the face 
of the largely derelict glassworks site but 
members have grown frustrated by the skip 
hire firm’s refusal to budge. 

Graham Fisher, from the trust, said: “It 
could delay us considerably. We are not try¬ 
ing to stop them from having a business, we 
want to work with them to find a solution 
which is better for them as well.” 


WARLEY MP John Spellar 
has called on the Govern¬ 
ment to ‘think again’ after 
bomb disposal officers in 
Northern Ireland were denied 
a medal for bravery. 

Mr Spellar, a former Minister of 
State for Northern Ireland, is among 
a group of Labour MPs campaigning 
for a review after the Cabinet Office 
rejected a move to award Ammunition 


Technical Officers based in the prov¬ 
ince a General Service Medal. 

The request by Northern Ireland’s 
most senior Army officer, Brigadier 
Andrew Rowe, was thrown out over 
fears it would mean admitting a full 
military operation is ongoing in Ulster. 

Mr Spellar said: “These bomb squads 
put their lives on the line every week 
and their contribution deserves recog¬ 
nition. The MoD should think again.” 
He was among a number of signatories 


to a letter to the Defence Minister that 
was written by Tom Blenkinsop, chair¬ 
man of Labour’s backbench committee 
on Northern Ireland. 

Mr Blenkinsop said: “The support 
Ammunition Technicians in North¬ 
ern Ireland provide the Police Service 
of Northern Ireland in tackling bomb 
threats to civilians is vital. They carry 
out this work with a professionalism 
and bravery that deserves to be recog¬ 
nised.” 


Midland UPVC 
Windows and Doors Ltd 


pa % I Star^Travel 


Your Chronicle 
in association with 

Preferred 
Travel/S ervices 


SAVE MONEY ON YOUR FUEL BILLS WITH OUR 
ENERGY RATED WINDOWS 

MARCH SALE 

UPVC SALE 6 FLAT 
A RATED WINDOWS ANY SIZE 



3 


ru no 


Pictures for illustration 
purposes only 


fitted 


£ 1599.00 

t&c’s apply geographical 
& other restrictions apply . 


guarantee 

I High security locks 
I Energy saving 
windows & doors 
I All built and installed 
by our own fitters 
I 0AP Discounts 
(t&c apply) 


SPECIAL OFFER 
PVC DOOR 
from £385 fitted 


BEDFORD 


Buy Direct from your local manufacturer 

Free Design service ctip 

10 yr Insurance back FANTASTIC 

NEW UPVC 
DOOR RANGE 

GUARANTEED 
TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE 
WRITTEN QUOTE 



Homepjj) 


ALL AREAS COVERED 01384 234170 / 01384 429152 
VISIT OUR WEBSITE WWW.MIDLANDUPVC.CO.UK 
midlandupvc@live.co.uk 
OFFICE HOURS MONDAY TO FRIDAY 9AM TO 5PM 



The Islands &c Gardens 
of Lake Maggiore 

Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Departs May 16, Sep 12 & Oct 13 2017 

This holiday includes a week on Lago Maggiore, Italy’s second 
largest lake, which stretches north from Lombardy and up into 
Switzerland. It lies, sheltered, on the south side of the Alps, 
making for a mild climate and consequent lush vegetation. Famed 
gardens feature Mediterranean and exotic flora, including azaleas, 
rhododendrons and camelias. You have included visits to Villa 
Taranto and to picture-book Lake Orta. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights HB accommodation in Stresa on Lake Maggiore 

• Full day excursion by boat to the Borromean Islands 

• Excursion by boat to Captain McEacharn’s fabulous Villa Taranto 
garden; excursion to Lake Orta 

• Services of a local representative 


France, Spain, Andorra 
&C the Pyrenees 


Flying Direct from Birmingham 
Departs Jun 15, Sep 14 & 28 2017 

Three countries in eight days with a visit to the magnificent 
monastery at Montserrat and a never-to-be forgotten journey 
through the high Pyrenees on the Little Yellow Train. The journey 
through the Tet Valley will take your breath away! As well as 
two nights on the coast, four nights are spent in the mountain 
principality of Andorra and one night in the magical city of 
Barcelona. 

Price includes 

• Return direct flights from Birmingham 

• 7 nights hotel accommodation (2 HB on the Spanish coast, 4 
HB in Andorra, 1 B&B Barcelona) 

• Spectacular ride on the Petit Train Jaune with free time in 
Villefranche de Conflent; orientation tour of Barcelona 

• Services of a tour representative 

Organised by Preferred Travel Services. ABTA No. W3692. Atol No. 5537 
Single supplements apply. Subject to availability. 


For more information or to book, please call: 0116 279 3929 quote WEXP 
or visit: www.preferredts.com/wexp 












































Clearing the way for new 
business at industrial hub 


Roadshow for energy 
and telecom complaints 


WORK is gathering pace on a mul¬ 
ti-million pound development aimed 
at boosting business in the Black 
Country. 

The ground is being cleared at the 
Pensnett Estate ready for four in¬ 
dustrial units to spring up. 

The units will cover 130,000 sq ft 
and are being built at London and 
Cambridge Property’s (LCP) flag¬ 
ship estate at Kingswinford. 

The development, called Prime 
Point, is being backed by the Black 
Country Local Enterprise Partner¬ 
ship, the joint body of business lead¬ 
ers and council chiefs tasked with 
encouraging new business and jobs 
in the area. 

Once completed, towards the end 
of this year, companies will be in¬ 
vited to move onto the estate. 

The foundations are currently 
being laid at the huge business park, 


which is already home to 160 firms, 
with building work due to progress 
over the coming weeks. 

Andrew Preston, LCP industrial 
portfolio manager, said: “Void lev¬ 
els on the estate are low and we are 
receiving enquiries every week from 
companies looking for units in this 
size range, so we believe that this 
first phase will be very popular with 
businesses looking to relocate to the 
area. 

“This is a significant investment 
for LCP that will be a real boost for 
the local economy. 

“We are excited that the first 
phase is under way and look for¬ 
ward to welcoming new tenants to 
the Pensnett Estate.” 

The estate is one of the largest 
business hubs in Europe covering 
185 acres and home to almost 200 
companies 



The area of the Pensnett Estate where four major new units are in the process of being constructed 


FED-UP residents will be given their chance to get com¬ 
plaints about energy and telecoms companies off their 
chests. 

An ombudsman roadshow will visit the Black Country 
over two days to try and help hold companies to account. 

The event will run at Market Place, Dudley, between 
9am and 5pm, on today (Thursday) and tomorrow. 

Visitors will be able to register any complaints during 
the event. Anyone requiring help is asked to bring along 
necessary documents and any correspondence they have 
had with the companies. 

Ombudsmen help hold companies to account and can 
help settle disputes. 

Lewis Shand Smith, chief ombudsman, said: “It’s im¬ 
portant that residents in Dudley know their consumer 
rights and don’t put up with bad service. Complaining 
should be an easy, hassle-free experience. 

“If you’re still in a dispute with a company after eight 
weeks, ombudsman services can look into the case for 
free and provide a resolution.” 

The roadshow is touring the country. 


The most 
dangerous 
junctions 
revealed 


THE most dangerous junctions in the Black 
Country have been revealed. 

In Dudley the Cinder Bank Island has seen the most in¬ 
cidents with nine, while the Castle Gate Island has seen 
eight. 

Councillor Hilary Bills, cabinet member for environmen¬ 
tal services, said that plans were in place to improve the 
Cinder Bank Island. 

She added: “The council works closely with police and 


other partners to identify, 
fund and carry out vital 
improvements on roads to 
maintain safer routes for all. 

“In fact we are planning 
road safety improvements 
for Cinder Bank this year 
and are looking at oppor¬ 
tunities for improved speed 
enforcement on Birming¬ 
ham New Road. 

In Wolverhampton, 
Chapel Ash Island, just 
outside of the city centre, 
saw 13 accidents during the 
same period. 

A Wolverhampton council 
spokesman said: “We regu¬ 
larly monitor accident data 
and use the information to 
develop a programme of 
road safety improvement 
schemes as part of the 
Transportation Capital Pro¬ 
gramme. 

Significant 

“Over the years this ap¬ 
proach has seen a significant 
reduction in the number of 
people killed or seriously 
hurt in Wolverhampton, 
from 126 in 2004 to 67 last 
year.” 

Elsewhere in the Black 
Country, there has been 
nine incidents on one 
junction in Sandwell. The 
junction between West Bro¬ 
mwich Hight Street and 


By Doug Wootton 


A4031 Trinity Way saw 
eight minor incidents and 
one serious incident. The 
roundabout between the 
A457 Oldbury ringway and 
the A4034 has seen seven 
reported incidents. 

Sandwell Council’s cab¬ 
inet member for highways 
and environment, Coun¬ 
cillor David Hosell, said: 
“These figures include ac¬ 
cidents that are caused by 
several factors - not just 
issues relating to the design 
of a road or the speed of ve¬ 
hicles. We look closely at all 
incidents and road casualty 
figures for this reason.” 

“In Sandwell we have an 
excellent track record for 
reducing road injuries. 

“We’ve reduced the total 
number of casualties on our 
roads by nearly 50 per cent 
between 2000 and 2015, and 
the number of people killed 
or seriously injured is down 
44 per cent.” 

In South Staffordshire, 
the Highways England run 
Gailey Interchange has 
seen nine minor incidents, 
as well one serious and one 
fatal incident. 


Crafty pensioners 
find way to help zoo 


A CRAFT group for pensioners in Dudley have been mak¬ 
ing wooden homes for animals at Dudley Zoo, including 
bats and penguins. 

Senior Citizens Enterprise Woodwork Group, based at 
Meadow Road Youth Centre, spent six weeks building bird 
boxes, bird tables, bat boxes and penguin boxes. 

Dudley Zoo conservation officer Chris Leeson said: 
“We’re really thankful to the group members, who were all 
willing to offer their services freely and build the boxes for 
us. Their talents have saved us hundreds of pounds if we’d 
have had to buy the boxes ourselves.” 

Woodwork group chair, William Darby, aged 82, said: 
“We were glad to be of help and it’s lovely when you know 
they’re going to such a good cause.” 

For more details about the woodwork group contact Mr 
Darbu on (01384) 620396 or email wdarby@sky.com 


Low sale prices. Pay nothing for a year. 
No deposit. Then take interest free credit. 

Don't miss your final chance - 
The Winter Sale ends this Sunday 5pm at Cousins. 

Final reductions throughout all departments, 
sofas, dining and bedroom furniture, beds, carpets, 
homewares and much more. 



Q>usins 


a true family business 


Birmingham 

Warwick Road, 
Tyseley. Bll 2EW. 

T: 0121 765 3300 


Hall Street A57, Regent Rd, 

DY2 8NW. Salford. M5 4EA. 

T: 01384 451500 T: 0161 875 4070 


■m www.cousinsfurniture.co.uk 


'olid until 05.03.17. Offer r 
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Thread letter day 
for famous faces 



Goldie and Noddy Holder feature on the tapestry 


FROM Olympic swimmer 
Ellie Simmonds to mu¬ 
sic legend Noddy Holder 
and to fashion icon Erin 
O’Connor. 

The famous faces of Walsall 
have been threaded in to a 
stunning tapestry by a team of 
volunteers. 

The 11 unique tapestries repre¬ 
sent each area of the borough, pic¬ 
turing events, places and names. 

Each area of the borough had 
its own story to tell, be it the Pel- 
sall poppies, meeting under the 
clock in Willenhall Market Place 
or the excitement of when Cilia 


By Marion Brennan 

Black came for the first Blind Date 
wedding. The tapestries also tell 
the story of celebrities including 
Paralympian Simmonds, Slade star 
Holder, musician Goldie, actress 
Meera Syal and Judas Priest lead 
singer Rob Halford. 

They also include amateur ath¬ 
lete Glyn Marston, who has raised 
£120,000 for charity over the years. 

He said he was honoured to 
have his name embroidered, even 
though it was spelled incorrectly - 
as Marsden. 

He is included in the tapestry de¬ 
voted to Willenhall fundraisers, fea¬ 



Actress Meera Syal Rob Halford of Judas Priest Brownhills model Erin O’Connor Paralympian Ellie Simmonds 


turing an image of the late Christ¬ 
mas-crazy Hilda Creaney whose 
festively decorated home raised 
thousands for charity. 

Glyn’s name and those of Reg 
and Anne Wrighton, who for years 
organised an annual old folks din¬ 
ner for the Willenhall community, 
are stitched around the edge of Mrs 
Creaney’s embroidery. 

Mr Marston, aged 54, said: “It’s 
the gesture that counts.” 

“To say that I am honoured is a 
great understatement, I can’t be¬ 
lieve that my name is alongside 
Mr and Mrs Wrighton and Hilda 
Creaney,” he added. 

“Mrs Creaney’s fundraising, in 
particular, is legendary in Willenhall. 

Thrilled 

“I’d heard about the tapestry, 
which is a fantastic project, but it 
never occurred to me that I would 
get a mention. I was choked when 
I found out.” 

He added: “I did notice that my 
name was spelled wrongly but I ha¬ 
ven’t raised it with anyone - I’m just 
thrilled to see it placed alongside 
such great Willenhall people.” 

Mr Marston is currently gear¬ 
ing up to take part in a gruelling 
1,400km cycling race from London 
to Edinburgh and back again at the 
end of July. 

He will wear a jersey featuring 
the flag of his home town Willen¬ 
hall throughout the journey, which 
cyclists have to complete in under 
100 hours. 

The father-of-two has been fund¬ 
raising since 1993 when he quit 
smoking. On this occasion he will 
be raising money for the charities 
St Giles Walsall Hospice, Macmil- 



From left, Colette Mumford, Glyn Marston and Sheila Fawkes 



The Blind Date wedding, which Cilia Black attended, is depicted 


Ian Support, Cancer Research UK 
and Harry Will Walk. 

He is also planning to cycle 
across Europe later this year in aid 
of charity. 

Each one of the Silver Thread 
tapestries took at least 2,000 hours 
to sew, a task shared by an army 
of volunteers from the local com¬ 
munity. 

It was the inspiration of Walsall 
Council’s creative development 
team, which was disbanded last 
year. People came from far and 


wide during the first three months 
of the year-long project to have 
their say on what should feature in 
the tapestries. 

Artist Hunt Emerson turned their 
stories into illustrations which were 
then stitched into more than 12 
square metres of fabric. 

Each square features a differ¬ 
ent area of the borough, capturing 
Walsall’s living history and diverse 
geographical communities. It is 
currently on a tour of the West Mid¬ 
lands. 



FAR 


SUNDAY 12 TH MARCH 










FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT] 
DEANA JONES ON 01902 319693B 

LEAH EDMUNDS ON 01902 319619, 



POMPEII, CAPRI & 

THE BAY OF NAPLES 

Selected departures from April to October 2017 

The Sorrento peninsula and the Bay of Naples is simply one of the most beautiful corners of Europe, attracting visitors 
for centuries in search of its outstanding scenery, tranquillity and some of the most wondrous'sights'from throughout 
history. Add the excellent food and wine, plus the Italians themselves with their legendary love of life, and you have all 
the ingredients for a wonderful tour. 

Price includes: 

• Return flights to Naples from a selection of regional airports 

• Seven nights in three, four, four-star superior or five-star accommodation in Sorrento with breakfast and dinner* 

• Walking tour of Sorrento, one of Italy's most charming towns 

• Cruise to the stunning island of Capri home to three Roman Emperors, DH Lawrence and Graham Greene 

• Guided tour of the Roman town of Herculaneum 

• Tour of the Naples Archaeological Museum, displaying some of the ancient world's finest exhibits 

• Guided tour of astonishingly preserved Pompeii, a city frozen in time 

• Tour of the astonishing Amalfi coast - one of the world's most beautiful coastlines 

• Visit to charming, hill-top Ravello with its incredible panoramic views and the setting for Wagner's opera Parsifal 

• Services of our experienced tour manager 

Holidays organised by and subject to the booking conditions of Riviera Travel, New Manor, 328 Wetmore Road, Burton On Trent, Staffordshire DE141SP and are offered subject to availability. ABTA V4744 AT0L 3430 
protected. Per person prices based on two sharing a twin room. Single rooms and optional insurance available at a supplement. Images used in conjunction with Riviera Travel. Additional entrance costs may apply. 
Price correct as of 20-2-17. *Hotel Mediterraneo is breakfast only. 


To request a FREE brochure, call: 01283 245206 
or visit: www.duriviera.co.uk 
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Prison is now plagued 
by drugs and violence 



HMP Featherstone 



HMP Featherstone - damning report released on the prison’s sharp decline 


VIOLENCE and drug prob¬ 
lems have spiralled at Feath¬ 
erstone Prison because of 
staff shortages and ‘signif¬ 
icant prisoner unrest’, ac¬ 
cording to a damning report 
released on Tuesday. 

Her Majesty’s Inspectorate of 
Prisons for England and Wales 
(HMI Prisons) described relation¬ 
ships between staff and inmates 
as poor and said it was ‘perhaps 
no surprise’ the facility had de¬ 
clined ‘so quickly and so sharply’. 

In a 2013 report the prison was de¬ 
scribed as a ‘very positive establish¬ 
ment’. 

But, according to chief Inspector 
of prisons, Peter Clarke, the current 
senior leadership team does not have 
‘sufficient knowledge or oversight of 
some key areas’, including use of force 
and the unregulated segregation of in¬ 
mates self-isolating. 

Mr Clarke said the only way for the 
prison to improve is for the leadership 
team to ‘get to grips with the serious 
issues’ identified in today’s report. 

Intelligence 

The report, prepared after an in¬ 
spection at the end of last year, said 
the prison had ‘well-managed and an¬ 
alysed’ intelligence that highlighted 
problems with drugs, violence and 
mobile phones, but that insufficient 
action was being taken to address the 
problems. 

In regards to former ‘legal highs’, in¬ 
spectors said the prison was not mon¬ 
itoring the ‘full extent’ of the problem 
and ‘did not have a strategy or action 
plan to reduce drug availability’ in 
general. 

Inspectors also raised serious con¬ 
cerns around the living conditions of 
inmates. 

They found that the segregation 


unit had been damaged last summer 
and was still not usable, while the 
temporary segregation unit was in a 
‘very poor condition’ and not properly 
staffed. 

In the temporary unit, about half 
of the designated cells were out of use 
due to damage, and had been for ‘a 
considerable time’. 

The whole prison was found to be in 
a ‘poor state of repair’. This was re¬ 
flected in the ‘disgraceful condition’ 
of showers and the state of the cells, 
which were described as ‘dirty, poorly 


ventilated, covered in graffiti and in 
need of decoration’. 

Mr Clarke has now made recom¬ 
mendations to Featherstone bosses in 
order to improve its performance. 

These include: Analysing all violent 
incidents and taking coordinated ac¬ 
tion; taking appropriate safeguarding 
action for those inmates self-isolating; 
monitoring the full extent of drug 
availability and putting an action plan 
in place to reduce the supply; and fully 
refurbishing showers and maintaining 
cells to an acceptable standard. 
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“Our company is owned and run by local tradesmen 
meaning the work is carried out properly and on time. 
We strive to keep our prices as low as possible in order to 
keep within the budget of retired, disabled and working 
families which make up 95% of our customers. ” 
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EXAMPLE FULL 
JOB FOR 

£3850 

90x90 Quadrant 
Cubicle with low 
level tray 

15 SQM Wall Tiles 
Tiled Floor 
Replacement Shower 
New Basin & WC 


1 


THIS WEEK’S 

DISABLED SPECIAL 

Are you having problems 
getting in and out of your 
bath? We will remove 
the bath and fit an easy 
access low level round, 
square or oblong cubicle 
and tile inside, supply a 
new replacement shower, 
a folding seat and grab rail 

ALL FOR ONLY 

£2150 


i 



Extra discount for our retired 
& disabled customers 


We offer a free no obligation 
home visit and on the spot price 
within 48 hrs of your call 


Unit 4, Charterfield Shopping Centre, 
Charterfield Drive, Kingswinford DY6 7SH 
01384 287222 
Showroom also at 
39 Lichfield Road, Wednesfield, 
Wolverhampton WV11 1TW 01902 861908 

SHOWROOMS OPEN 9am-5pm 6 Days a Week 



FORGE 

ACADEMY 


We have a record number of students from year six joining us in September from across the region 
There are just 20 spaces left. Call us to arrange a tour and secure one of the last remaining places. 


or visit www.ormistonforgeacademy.co.uk 

/ormistonforgeacademy @ormiston_forge 


To arrange a tour call 01384 566598 


Year six parents, 

thank you for choosing Forrje 


15 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 2, 2017 


































Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 2, 2017 


16 


Mother s Day 


MESSAGE 

SUNDAY, MARCH 26 


Mother’s Day 



Place an illustrated 
message in the Express & Star 
Saturday March 25 

ONLY £10 

CALL 01902 317 878 

Or fill in the coupon below 






U 


u 


IWr 




Lj 




Write your message here. One word per box 

Mother’s surname:.First name:. 


















Circle the illustration t j , 

of your choice 'S***™*> 


Sender’s name:.Senders number:. 

If you have selected an illustrated message, please enclose a cheque for £10, 
made payable to M.N.A, and send to the address below. 


Or place a FREE message in the Express & Star. 
Book online at: bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 
using discount code M100 or complete coupon and send 
to address below. 


Send to: Mother’s Day Greetings, Classifieds, 51-53 Queen Street, Wolverhampton WV11ES or call 
into your local Shropshire Star office. Deadline for messages is 11am, Friday, March 24,2017. 


Express & Star 


No riots, just Ricky 
in pink ripping it up 



In the pink - Ricky Wilson on stage at the Barclaycard Arena in Birmingham 


Kaiser Chiefs 
Barclaycard Arena 
Review by Diane Davies 

ONCE they were the Angry Mob, 
a riot predicted in every headline. 
Everything else seemed average and 
they loved us less and less every day. 

But there were no angry young men 
in sight as Kaiser Chiefs hit the stage 
at Birmingham’s Barclaycard Arena in 
a scene reminiscent of Phoe nix Nights. 

With the glitter balls, sparkling rib¬ 
bon backdrop and K C balloons all that 
was missing was Peter Kay. But these 
are the Kaiser Chiefs, this is their 
arena tour and no-one knows how to 
put on a show better than frontman 
Ricky Wilson - he does not do ‘re¬ 
laxed’. 

It is 100 per cent energy from Ricky 
the moment the band hit the stage 
and after the first number the ‘social 
club scene’ makes way for the big Kai¬ 
ser Chiefs show. A huge neon K and a 
C lit up the stage with a backdrop of 
large electronic screens, while smoke 
bellowed out amid an impressive lights 
show. 

Album 

They opened with We Stay To¬ 
gether, one of the better tracks from 
the fairly tepid new album, their sixth, 
Stay Together. 

But the heat was quickly turned up 
as they then ripped into the favourite 
Everything is Average Nowadays. Per¬ 
sonally, I thought the last album Edu¬ 
cation, Education, Education and War 
was their best work for years and ar¬ 
guably at least as good as Employment 
which provided the ‘classic’ hits. Stay 
Together is a ‘nice’ album, it certainly 
shows their versatility but is far less 
edgy. However, the one thing you can 
guarantee from the Kaiser Chiefs is an 
irresistibly catchy tune and usually a 
snappy chorus. Singles Parachute and 
Hole in My Soul are perfect examples 
of these and fitted in perfectly with the 
energy of the show, keeping the crowd 
bouncing and singing away merrily. 


A Kaiser Chiefs gig is one great sing- 
along. The whole set was peppered 
throughout with hits including Every¬ 
day I Love You Less and Less, Ruby, 
Modern Way, Never Miss a Beat, The 
Angry Mob, I Predict a Riot and Com¬ 
ing Home. 

The encore saw a gutsy rendition of 


Ever Fallen in Love by the Buzzcocks 
and, of course, the obligatory Oh My 
God. 

Having gone down a storm at the 
Forest Live gigs in summer on Can¬ 
nock Chase, Kaiser Chiefs are ru¬ 
moured to be one of the headline acts 
at this year’s V Festival. Let’s hope so. 


Just 8 out 
of 10 as it 
was short 
on laughs 

Sean Lock, 

Birmingham Hippodrome 

WITH his shaven head, the 
comic could have been re¬ 
named Shorn Locks. Com¬ 
plete with facial hair, it 
was an almost unrecognis¬ 
able Eight out of Ten Cats 
favourite that took to the 
stage at the Hippodrome. 

Until he spoke, that 
is. Then there was no 
mistaking that cheeky, 
straight-talking persona. 

Cynical as ever, Lock was 
immediately in the flow, 
with tales of job prospects 
and exams: “There’s a gas 
fire at home with more cer¬ 
tificates than me.” 

He got off to a flyer, keep¬ 
ing the laughs coming for 
a good while, including one 
about his 83-year-old father 
learning to speak Chinese. 

“I hope so anyway, be¬ 
cause we only got him a one¬ 
way ticket.” 

But then it just seemed to 
peter out. Whether it was 
the material, or just the 
delivery, he was, unfortu¬ 
nately unable to keep the 
momentum going and the 
laughs dried up. 

There were some gems 
in there, his description of 
Alan Sugar’s face as ‘like a 
toffee apple rolled across a 
barber’s shop floor’ for ex¬ 
ample, and a brilliant frol¬ 
icking lamb impression. 

But, after support act 
Paul McCaffrey had suit¬ 
ably warmed the audience 
up, it was overall a hit and 
miss affair after a particular 
solid start. 

He was right about 
the price of cinema food, 
though. 

Mark Shipp 



Deloris (Alexandra Burke) is not happy at the thought of hiding away in a convent 

Hallelujah, there's nun 
more wicked than this 


Sister Act 

Grand Theatre, Wolverhampton 

CALL me a sinner if you wish but I found 
this musical wickedly funny. And Strictly 
speaking any production which carries the 
stamp of Craig Revel Horwood on it - after 
all he is absolutely FAB-U-LOUS darling - 
has to be on to a winner. 

Revel Horwood is the director and chore¬ 
ographer of Sister Act, which runs at the 
Grand until Saturday. The story revolves 
around Deloris Van Cartier, the sassy singer 
who witnesses a gangland murder and is 
placed out of harm’s way in a convent. 

Disguised as a nun, and under the sus¬ 
picious watch of Mother Superior, played 
superbly by Karen Mann, Deloris helps her 
fellow sisters find their voices and finds she 
actually enjoys the friendship, sisterhood 
and music at the convent. 

Deloris is played by previous X Factor 
winner Alexandra Burke, and Hallelujah 
she still has it in bucketfuls after a success¬ 
ful run in the Bodyguard. She belted out 
those songs, combining her powerful voices 


THEATRE REVIEWS 



with accomplished acting skills. She did 
take a little time to get warmed up in the 
role of Van Cartier but once she was in full 
stride it was hard not to take to her. 

Aaron Lee Lambert brings a 70s soul-in¬ 
duced vibe to the role of gangster boss 
Curtis and Joe Vetch is superb as ‘Sweaty 
Eddie’ the lovable cop who has a massive 
crush on Deloris. 

The plot is, of course, ludicrous. While in 
the convent Deloris takes over the dull choir 
rehearsals and turns the tone-deaf nuns 
into disco sensations. In doing so she sends 
the dwindling church attendance through 
the roof. 

Most of the cast double up as members 
of the band, so welcome to the world of 
saxophone-toting nuns. All very surreal of 
course but thoroughly enjoyable. 

Sue Attwater 








































BATHROOM & PLUMBING STORES 

your local trade and retail merchants 


vandalised bridge is 
as good as new again 


Railings replaced - Councillor Keiran Casey, centre, with the trust’s Don Davies and Harry Brookes 


NEW railings have been in¬ 
stalled to improve safety on 
a bridge after vandals ripped 
the old ones down. 

The Rosemary Crescent foot¬ 
bridge, Dudley, was only opened 
18 months ago but its railings 
were torn down in November. 

The Woodsetton Charitable Trust 
(WCT) received £22,000 to have the 
bridge built. Upper Gornal and Wood¬ 
setton ward councillors Keiran Casey 
and Adam Aston were shocked after 
the rails were vandalised and backed 
the drive to have the bridge repaired. 


Harry Brookes, chairman of the 
Woodsetton Charitable Trust, said: 
“It’s great that we have the support 
from our local councillors. Their help 
has been much appreciated. 

“The bridge was a project which 
WCT had worked on for some time. 
We wanted to improve local footpaths 
and the walkways which residents and 
children use.” 

Shocked 

Councillor Casey said: “When the 
trust got in touch with me, I was 
shocked to hear about the mindless 
damage which had been done. I con¬ 
tacted the council straight away to find 


out what could be done to retrieve the 
broken railings which had been ripped 
out and thrown in the brook and to in¬ 
stall new barriers to ensure this was 
safe for residents and school children. 

“New railings have now been in¬ 
stalled on the bridge and myself and 
Councillor Aston are very happy that 
we have been able to help. The trust 
is a fantastic group of local people who 
have raised hundreds of thousands of 
pounds for our area.” 

The trust has worked to preserve 
and enhance the landscape in Dudley 
borough since it was formed in 2007. It 
was given £22,000 for the bridge pro¬ 
ject by environmental company Veolia. 


Don’t ignore the 
warning signs. 


If you’ve been suffering from tummy troubles such as 

diarrhoea, bloating, discomfort or anything else that 
just doesn’t feel right for three weeks or more, 

it could be a sign of cancer. 

It’s probably nothing serious, but finding 
cancer early makes it more treatable, 

so tell your doctor. 


NHS 


HUGE RANGE OF BATHROOMS 


F IWCT 


HUGE SELECTION OF KITCHENS 


BAX1 

Ortftnr 


TOOLS FIXINGS FASTENERS SILICONES 


KV* V 


* 


ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES 


WET WALL PANELS 


SPECIALIST PLUMBING PRODUCTS 


, Atttjk 

od r>jar>co 

^ WcIW. 1 . 


SIAMP 

HcpP 


-2 


BRIERLEY HILL BRANCH 
UNITS 11/12 MOUNT PLEASANT 
QUARRY BANK, 

BRIERLEY HILL DY5 2YS 
01384 74949 


TIPTON BRANCH 

NOW OPEN 

UNIT 15, ECLIPSE TRADING ESTATE 
SEDGLEY ROAD WEST, TIPTON DY4 8DQ 
0121 520 8189 


OPENING HOURS 
7.30 am-5.00 pm M0N-FRI 
8.00 am-5.00 pm SATURDAY 
CLOSED SUNDAYS 


• AMPLE PARKING 

• FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 

• SPECIALIST ADVICE 

• HUGE STOCKS 




Search 'Be Clear on Cancer' 


Providing Superior 
Nursing & 
Residential 
Care 24 
Hours 
a 


V M.S >t NT M 


"^1 

NSION 

\EN 


NEW EXTENSION 
NOWOPEN 
Enquiries now welcome. 
CALL NOW to reserve 
your room including 
en-suite wet rooms 


TILES I ADHESIVES GROUTS ACCESSORIES 


Care Home for younger adults 
with complex nursing care 
needs & older adults 


Friendly, fun, relaxed atmosphere 
Experienced, caring staff are 
always required 

Daily interactive activities & full 
social calendar 
Fresh home cooked food 
En-suite facilities in all bedrooms 
Respite & intermediate care 


NEV^S^MANOR 

NURSING HOME 


Newbury Lane, Oldbury B69 1HE 
T: 0121 532 1632 | F: 0121 533 0727 

E: newburymanor@btconnect.com 
See our video on website 

www.newburymanorhome.co.uk 
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Use vintage 
style for 
furnishing 
your home 

ANTIQUES AND B 1 
COLLECTIBLES Tfr 


| with John Ridgway of Perry & Phillips 


IT still amazes me that some people still 
spend a fortune on expensive modern fur¬ 
niture that is often destined for a limited 
shelf life rather than paying less for qual¬ 
ity vintage items that have already stood 
the test of time. 

Thankfully, the 
message IS getting 
through that you 
can furnish a home 
with vintage pieces 
on a limited budget 
- and that the over¬ 
all effect will be 
unique rather than 
just the same as 
everyone else’s! 

And the mix-and- 
match look never 
really goes out of 
fashion, the key to 
interior design is 
really aways indi¬ 
vidual style. 

Another thing 
people should re¬ 
member is that vintage furniture does not need to 
be housed in vintage properties, it looks great in any 
kind of home and you should never feel dictated to by 
a property’s age. 

You can pick up some real bargains in the saleroom 
at the moment, suitable for all rooms in your home. 

Old quality oak, pine and mahogany dining tables 
can be bought for very reasonable prices and you can 
get chairs to accompany them that don’t match - or 
need to! Again, if styles are mixed up and still look good 
you can’t go wrong. 

Old chairs,sofas and chairs for a sitting room are 
again very affordable, although you should check for 
any rips or staining before you buy unless you don’t 
mind getting a piece re-upholstered (getting a vintage 
item properly re¬ 
stored is well 
worth the spend, 
however). 

Look out for 
old pine tables, 
dressers and 
butcher’s blocks 
for a kitchen, the 
‘free-standing’ 
look is still very 
popular, and old 
cupboards can be re-painted to serve as valuable stor¬ 
age space. 

You will also find some lovely vintage bedsteads and 
headboards in the saleroom, plus some really nice old 
wardrobes - we sold a gorgeous Edwardian wardrobe, 
complete with original mirror, for a staggering £30 in 
the February auction. 

And of course there are numerous items on offer in 
the saleroom for a vintage-style home office, including 
lovely old desks, captain’s chairs, file boxes and desk 
lamps. 

Hatstands, old boot racks and vintage chairs would 
complete the look for a hallway and you can pick up 
some great pieces of vintage garden and pub furniture 
for a conservatory. 

As always, check for any signs of damage before you 
buy but don’t be afraid of a little restoration work, it 
will be well worth the effort! 

• Perry and Phillips hold valuation days, for sale 
items only, every Wednesday from 10am until 4pm. 

• The next Perry and Phillips sale of antiques and 
collectables takes place at the Mill Street saleroom 

in Bridgnorth on Tuesday April 4. Viewing will be 
during the weekend and on the Monday prior to the 
auction.New sale bidders are advised to attends the 

saleroom early on auction day to register and be 
allocated a bidding number. 




Clever and practical item never out of fashion 



Umbrellas have a long history 


THERE are so many items that surround our 
daily lives that are subject to the trends that 
we see changing on a regular basis, things we 
see as practical and essential. 

February 10 was National Umbrella Day a 
day set aside to celebrate this clever, practical 
item, the British weather is so often rainy and 
most of us own a humble umbrella but are not 
aware of its lengthy history. 

The word comes from the Latin ‘Umbros’ 
which means shade or shadow. 

It is said to evolve from the simple shelters 
and canopies made from leaves by the prim¬ 
itive civilisations. It was suggested that the 
Normans brought umbrellas to England in 
1066 but there is no proof. 

They were however ‘trendy’ in France in 
1620 and are first mentioned in written pub¬ 
lications in England in the early 1700s. 

They would have been heavy items, made 
from wood, whalebone and oilskin, simply a 
canopy to keep the rain off. 

By the late 1700s they were a lighter, el¬ 
egant fashion item carried by ladies to keep 
them protected from the sun. 

In the late 1800s steel ribs were used and 


STYLE 

FOCUS 


I with Janet Timmis 



gave birth to the modern umbrella. The folda¬ 
ble pocket umbrella was created in 1928. 

Natural fabrics or leather would have been 
used initially, sometimes waxed to repel the 
rain. 

Later a fabric called ‘Gloria’ which was a 
mix of silk and wool or cotton became popu¬ 
lar, then nylon and acetate. 

Compact 

Today microfibre nylons with water repel¬ 
lent coatings keep us well protected. There is 
so much choice, classic, automatic, compact, 
windproof and transparent. 

We see lace versions for weddings, tiny 
paper ones in our drinks based on the orig¬ 
inal paper designs from China, novelty and 
logo printed corporate, unusual shapes, large 
garden canopies, retro reflective and colour 


changing. The latest trends for 2017 offer all 
over animal prints, internal prints of a bright 
blue sky with soft fair weather clouds. 

Rainlax have a brand new reversible dou¬ 
ble layer product and the transparent bub¬ 
ble dome shaped umbrella is set to make a 
comeback, often popular for weddings but 
extremely practical with great coverage and 
visibility. 

Over 33 million umbrellas are sold in the 
USA every year, most are made in China, and 
one city there has over one thousand facto¬ 
ries where the machinists are meant to sew 
40 umbrellas an hour. 

I have several umbrellas in the house, two 
compact, one old freebie corporate one and a 
transparent version from my son’s wedding 
last year, (surprisingly much needed for a 
short storm in Tuscany) and inevitably I 
don’t have one in the car when I need one! 

Perhaps it is time to purchase more and ac¬ 
cessorise them with each bag and shoe combi¬ 
nation for that ‘on trend’ look. 

Visit www.jflexclusive.com; www.jfl 
garmentsolutions.co.uk 

Follow: jfllifeandloves on tumblr 



Public health officials are keen to get more people to have their flu and pneumonia jabs - as well as receiving the vaccine for shingles 

A few points to be clear 
on for getting your jabs 



There are many myths about vaccination 


IF you think vaccines are only im¬ 
portant for babies, think again. 

Infectious diseases, including flu and 
pneumonia, remain a big killer in old¬ 
er age-groups, in spite of modern an¬ 
tibiotics. 

Recent figures show more than 80 Brits 
die from such diseases every day - and even 
if a disease isn’t normally fatal, like shin¬ 
gles, it can still cause significant pain for 
as long as a year. Uptake of the shingles 
vaccination has fallen, however, and public 
health officials are always keen to get more 
people to have their flu and pneumonia jabs. 

After all, why risk catching a potentially 
deadly or painful disease, if you can avoid 
it? 

WHAT IS SHINGLES? 

Shingles is a very painful infection of a 
nerve and the area of skin around it, caused 
by the herpes varicella-zoster virus, which 
also causes chickenpox. Around a third of 
people will get shingles in their lifetime, in¬ 
cluding half of all over-65s. 

Following a chickenpox infection, the 
virus can lie dormant in the body and may 
reappear as shingles. You can have shingles 
more than once, and though the vast major¬ 
ity of the time it isn’t a serious threat, the 
illness is fatal for around one in 1,000 over- 
708 who develop it. The shingles vaccine is 


given as a single injection at any time of the 
year, and reduces the risk of developing the 
illness. Those unlucky enough to still get it 
are likely to have milder symptoms, which 
last for a shorter time. 

FALL IN UPTAKE 

Uptake of the shingles jab fell from 61.8% 
in 2013/14, to 54.9% in 2015/16, and the In¬ 
ternational Longevity Centre UK (ILC-UK), 
a think tank which looks at our ageing so¬ 
ciety, says this may be because people have 
only really been thinking about flu vaccina¬ 
tions, and perhaps don’t even know about 
the shingles jab. 

Alternatively, the drop may be down 
to GP surgery notification policies, says 
ILC-UK policy and public affairs officer, 
David Eaton. 

“GP practices have different ways of en¬ 
couraging people to come in and get their 
jabs,” says Eaton. “Some are really on the 
ball with texts and calls to notify people, 
and others are just catching up with that, 
so it’s a bit of a postcode lottery.” 
BUSTING MYTHS 

There are several myths about vaccines 
as well, notes Eaton, including that you can 
get the disease from its vaccine, or that they 
make you feel unwell. 

“You can’t get the disease from having 
the vaccine - that’s one of the biggest myths 
we have to dispel,” he stresses. “Your arm 


might be a little sore for a day, and 99% of 
the time, that’s the worst side-effect you’ll 
get. 

“Vaccines aren’t just for kids - there is a 
real reason why we should be giving them 
to people throughout their lives. It’s the one 
proven, effective way we’ve got of prevent¬ 
ing diseases.” 

OTHER GROWN-UP VACCINES 

As well as shingles, many strains of flu 
and pneumonia are preventable through 
vaccinations; the main ones offered to 
adults in the UK are: 

:: Flu - annually from age 65 

Nobody wants to get flu, but as well as 
being unpleasant, it can have serious com¬ 
plications in the over-65s, as well as preg¬ 
nant women, and children and adults with 
an underlying health condition or weakened 
immune system. :: Pneumococcal - single 
vaccine at 65 

The pneumococcal vaccine, also known as 
the pneumonia jab, protects against serious 
and potentially fatal pneumococcal infec¬ 
tions caused by the streptococcus pneumo¬ 
niae bacteria. These infections can lead to 
pneumonia, sepsis and meningitis, and at 
worst, cause permanent brain damage or 
death. Over-65s only need a single pneumo¬ 
coccal vaccination to protect them for life. 
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welcome pack of goods 
as the refugees settle in 



The household items featured on a three-page inventory list 


A FRIDGE freezer, hoover, six 
cereal bowls and a pressure 
cooker. It reads like a shop¬ 
ping list for a student leaving 
home for the first time. 

But the household items are 
part of a three-page inventory list 
for Syrian refugees coming to the 
West Midlands and Staffordshire. 

It is a template for a family of six, 
including a baby in a three-bedroom 
home. It breaks the items up into 
rooms including kitchen, bedrooms, 
living room and then additional items. 

They include mattresses, smoke 
alarms, a hoover, dinner plates, and a 
washing machine. A thick double blan¬ 
ket, three-seater settee and energy 
saving light bulbs are also on the list. 

Quotas 

The inventory is part of ‘a guide for 
location authorities’ given out by the 
Government as part of the Syrian refu¬ 
gee resettlement programme. Already, 
51 refugees from the Middle East have 
been rehoused in Staffordshire. 

In Walsall, the council agreed to 
take in 20 refugees up to May and in 
Wolverhampton, 100 will be bought 
in by 2020. In Dudley, two families 
moved in June last year, with the 
council agreeing to take in 20 over the 
next five years. 

The programme was launched by 
the Government to help those fami¬ 
lies fleeing civil war in the country. 
Nationally, 20,000 will be bought in, 
with the programme designed to assist 
local authorities take in their agreed 
quotas. 

Councils receive £8,520 per refugee 
accepted, plus £4,500 to provide edu¬ 
cation for every child aged five to 18 
years. Further funding is available to 
the council for each refugee every year. 

It starts with £5,000 for a refugee’s 
second year, and ends with £1,000 
for the fifth year. Councils are urged 


to consider the availability of school 
places, health provision and property 
market before deciding on the number 
bought in. 

The authorities must ensure ap¬ 
propriate accommodation for new ar¬ 
rivals, then provide a ‘welcome pack’ 
of groceries reflecting their culture. 
A five-day timetable has also been 
suggested for authorities welcoming 
refugees, starting with meeting the 
families at the airport. 

The guide suggests providing a £200 
cash allowance for each family mem¬ 
ber before a guided visit to the Jobcen¬ 
tre, registering with a dentist and GP 


and a tour of libraries, churches and 
train and bus stations. 

Councillor Roger Lawrence, chair¬ 
man of the West Midlands Strategic 
Migration Partnership, said: “Coun¬ 
cils have received fully-funded pack¬ 
ages from the Government and we 
are confident that will pay for all the 
associated costs. 

“I want to emphasise that all refu¬ 
gees coming to this country under this 
programme have been vetted by gov¬ 
ernment.” 

Councillor Lawrence was not aware 
of any Syrian refugees having so far 
been settled in Wolverhampton. 


CASH 
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01.03.17 


Small Whole Fresh 
Boneless Sirloins 

90 Day Matured 

£5.99lb 

Whole Fresh 
Beef Fillets 

£7.99lb 

Homemade 
80 % min 
pork, low fat 
pork sausage 

BLACK ANGUS 
BEEF ROASTS 
Hormone Free 
Grain Fed Beef 

£2.99lb 

approx 121b 

Fresh 

Chicken 

Fillets 

111b for 

£20.00 

Whole Fresh 
Ribeyes 

M/or Pfi OOlh 

Vifab LU.VOtU 

Now 

£4.99lb 

Fresh 

Boneless 

Turkey 

Crowns 

£2.79lb 

Whole Boneless 
Danish Crown 
Gammons 

M/op rn OQih 

Mdo Zc..c.OtU 

Now 

£1.89lb 

Whole Boneless 
Pork Loins 

R/on or R/off 

pi nmu 

I/I fab Z l.uulU 

Now 

£1.59lb 

FRESH 
ENGLISH 
BONELESS 
PORK LEGS 

£1.49lb 

Fresh Lamb 
Leg Chops 

£3.99lb 

Whole Fresh 
Rumps 
of Beef 

£3.29lb 

Only while stocks last 

FREEZER PACK £70.00 

2 BEEF JOINTS, 2 LAMB JOINTS 2 PORK 
JOINTS, 2LB BEST PORK SAUSAGES, 
RUMP STEAKS, 2LB HOME CURED BACON, 
LAMB CHOPS, PORK STEAKS 
Home-made Pork Sausage - minimum Pork content 70% 
Pork & Red Onion Sausage • Tomato Sausage 
(Fresh Red Onion, Tomatoes, No Flavouring) 

Pork & Black Pudding 

51b Packs of Locally Cured Short Back Bacon 
Was £8.99 per pack NOW £7.95 per pack 
Smoked NOW £8.95 per pack 

10 Loin Lamb Chops. £8.99 

10 Pork Loin Steaks. £7.99 

10 Sirloin Steaks. £17.99 

10 Ribeye Steaks. £17.99 

2 Fresh Lamb 
Shanks 

£6.98 
for 2 

Fresh English 
Boneless 
Lamb Legs 

£3.991b 


WWW.HAWTH0RNEWALKER.C0.UKl EMAIL: HAWTH0RNEANDWALKER@GMAIL.COM 

01384 633648 (24 hr answer phone) or 01384 353550 

Opening times: Mon: 9am-1pmTues: 8am-5pm, Wed & Sat: 8am-1pm, Thurs & Fri: 8am-5.30pm 

TRADE 172-6 HIGH STREET, QUARRY BANK ALL 

wTcomI FREE HOME DELIVERY ON ORDERS OVER £50 A S v“™ 
Most Credit Cards taken - Z „ i C Visa, Mastercard, etc 



Date 

Excursion 

Adult 

16+ 

Senior 

60+ 

Child 

3-15 

Route 

Code 

Sat 1st 

Wellesbourne Market & Stratford-upon-Avon 

£14 

2 SE 

£13 

:ats for i 

£11 

124 

D 

Sun 2nd 

Deluxe Afternoon Tea at The Grosvenor Hotel (Stratford- 
Upon-Avon) Glass of sparkling wine, afternoon tea and a 
chocolate fondue experience. Perfect gift for Mother's Day! 

£25 

£25 

£25 

J 

Wed 5th 

Tyntesfield (Bristol) 

National Trust Coach Club - see page 14 

National Trust Members 

ALL SEATS ONLY £18 

B 

Tue11th 

Abergavenny Market & Labels, Ross-on-Wye 

2 For Tuesday's - see page 1 i 

£16 £15 

2 SEATS FOR £27 

C 

Sat 15th 

Oxford as you please... City Explorer Tours - see page 12 

£16 


£13 

C 

Mon 17th 

Weston-super-Mare... On Easter Monday 

ALL SEATS ON £10 

A 

Tue 18th 

The Original Cotswolds Excursion 
(Moreton-in-Marsh Market & Bourton-on-the-Water) 

£15 | £14 | - 

2 SEATS FOR £25 

D 

Wed 19th 

Vera Lynn Show at Ye Olde Punch Bowl Inn (Bridgnorth) 
Carvery & Entertainments Show NEW -see page 9 

£30 

£30 


G 

Sat 22nd 

Highdere Castle 

(Downton Abbey home of the British Drama series 

£36 

£35 

£30 

C 

Mon 24th 

Vale of Evesham Blossom Trail & 

Jinney Ring Craft Centre NEW 

£14 

£14 


D 

Thu 27th 

Mystery Lunch Excursion (Carvery) 

Nifty 50s Mystery Coach Club - see page 10 

£24 

£24 


G 

Sun 30th 

Llandudno Victorian Extravaganza 

ALL SEATS ONLY £18 

A 

Sun 30th 
5DAYS 

Tenby (Pembrokeshire) The Belgrave Hotel 

4 Nights Dinner Bed & Breakfast +99p Bar - Page 19 

ONLY £249pp 

C 

MAY 2017 





Mon 1st 

Southport... On Bank Holiday Monday 

ALL SEATS ONLY £15 

B 

Thu 4th 

The Work House & Southwell Cathedral 

National Trust Coach Club - see page 14 

National Trust Members 

ALL SEATS ONLY £19 

C 

Sat 6th 

Chesire Oaks Shopping Outlet Get your shop on with out 
NEW Serious Shopper Trips! - see page 18 

£17 

£16 

R 

B 


Tue 9th 

Bourton-on-the-Water & Broadway 

2 For Tuesday's - see page 11 

£16 

2 SI 

£15 

.ATS FOR 

.27 

D 

Thu 11th 

Mystery Afternoon Tea Excursion NEW 

Nifty 50s Mystery Coach Club - see page 10 

£20 

£20 


D 

Tue 16th 

The Original Cotswolds Excursion 
(Moreton-in-Marsh Market & Bourton-on-the-Water) 

£15 

2 SI 

£14 

.ATS FOR 

.25 

D 

Sat 20th 

Cambridge as you please... 

City Explorer Tours - see page 12 

£20 

£19 

£18 

B 

Thu 25th 

Mystery Lunch Excursion (Menu) 

Nifty 50s Mystery Coach Club - see page 10 

£24 

£24 


F 

Sun 28th 

Warner Bros.StudioTour (Watford, London) 

The Making of Harry Potter - see page 13 

£55 

£55 

£50 

C 

Mon 29th 

Gloucester DockTall Ships NEW Inc. Standard entry 
All-inclusive ticket upgrade: Museum & Ship Access 

£19 

All-inc 

£18 

usiveTick 

£17 

et +£5 

D 

Wed 31st 

Senior Seaside Special - Weston-super-Mar 

2 SI 

£15 | - 

EATS FOR £28 


JUNE 2017 

Sat 3rd 

Chester Zoo 

Family fun day out at one of the UKs best Zoo’s 

£30 

£28 

£26 

B 

Sat 3rd 

Wellesbourne Market & Straford-upon-Avon 

£14 

all: 

£13 

>EATS ONL 

Y £24 

D 

1 

Mon 5th 

Waddesdon Manor(Buckinghamshire) 

National Trust Coach Club - see page 14 

National Trust Members 
ALL SEATS ONLY £18 

B 

Wed 7th 

Penkridge Market & Trentham Shopping Village 

- 

£14 

rzi 

D i; 

Sat 10th 

Eastbourne... as you please NEW 

Seaside City Explorer Tours - see page 12 

ALL SEATS ONLY £22 

A 

Sun 11th 

RAF Cosford Air Show 2017 

£30 

£30 

£20 

C 1 

Tue 13th 

Gloucester Docks & Cheltenham 

2 For Tuesday's - see page 11 

£16 £15 

2 SEATS FOR £27 

D 

Thu 15th 

Mystery Lunch Special "on-the-water" NEW 

Nifty 50s Mystery Coach Club - see page 10 

£32 

£32 


C 

Sat 17th 

Chester as you please... 

City Explorer Tours - see page 12 

£17 

£16 

£15 


1_1 


0121550 8519 

www.kingsnortoncoaches.co.uk 



i A 


A A 



■ I ■ Rfi*iiiiii»^* •••••■ i|i|i|i| ■ |i|i| 
1 . ■ ;; 


Find us on 

Facebook ‘ ~ 


Private hire bookings are available for Airport transfers, Weddings and Parties/Evenings Out. Size 16,24,29,35,49 and 53 Seater Coaches. Self drive vans and minibuses are also available 

£10 and £20 GIFT VOUCHERS AVAILABLE TO BUY - PLEASE CALL OFFICE 
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20 Gardening 

Pots and 
plants you 
can pack 
up and go 

A garden designed for the ‘rent 
generation’ who want moveability 
will be a highlight of the first new 
RHS show in a decade. Hannah 
Stephenson talks to experts about 
‘pack-up-and-go’ gardens 

SO, are you one of the millions who can’t afford - or 
choose not - to buy your own property? If you love your 
outdoor space, it may be time to consider how to move 
your garden. 

With nearly 50 per cent of householders aged 25 to 
35 renting a property, and an increasing number of 
landlords paving over gardens to make them ‘no main¬ 
tenance’, taking your garden with you is a concept 
many of us might consider. 

It’s a theme adopted by 
acclaimed garden designer 
Tanya Batkin, who will be 
showing her ‘Moveable Feast 
Garden’ at the new RHS Chat- 
sworth House Flower Show in 
Derbyshire from June 7-11. 

Batkin explains: “My 
daughter is ‘generation rent’ 
with a tiny outdoor space - we 
are talking one pot. She had to 
have something bombproof, so 
we went for some succulents, 
some houseleeks. 

“If you have room for a half 
barrel, you could put in one bamboo, some grasses and 
a heuchera, which is great for all-year-round interest. 
It gives you a nice combination of form and foliage.” 

Her show garden is made up of a series of brightly 
coloured wooden planters in palette and half-palette 
sizes. They are all on wheels, she points out, so easy 
to move. 

‘Rent generation’ gardeners can buy wheeled stands 
and trolleys with which to move all manner of con¬ 
tainers. There are many portable compost bins on the 
market - some of which are available free through local 
authorities - as well as lighter, resin-based containers, 
self-contained, easy-to-move water features and stick- 
in-the-ground solar lighting. 

And you don’t have to limit yourself to having flow¬ 
ering ornamental plants in your moveable pots, says 
Batkin. 

“Because my show garden is called ‘Moveable Feast’, 
there’s going to be a lot of edible planting. Things like 
bay, rosemary and lavender will grow happily in pots.” 

Planting with a view that you will not be in one place 
for long is a growing trend, says Mark Sage, head of 
horticulture at Wyevale Gar¬ 
den Centres. 

“We continue to see a real 
interest in instant solutions 
from customers who are 
renting rather than buying 
properties now, and are more 
transient and wanting to take 
their purchases with them 
from house to house.” 

Plants with all-year-round 
interest such as viburnums 
are proving popular to give 
structure, flower and berries, 
and can be grown in pots 
which you can move, as well 
as camellias and perpetual-flowering patio roses, such 
as ‘Carpet’ roses and ‘Fairy’ roses, he says. 

Edibles are also easy to grow in pots and are move- 
able. Dwarf fruit trees are also increasing in popular¬ 
ity, says Sage. 

“Even in our ‘grow your own’ selections, we’ve seen 
an increase in patio varieties, simply because people 
have smaller spaces. 

“Things like terrace patio fruit, varieties which are 
grafted on to a rootstock and will grow to about 5ft tall, 
will thrive in smaller spaces. We have tomato ranges 
which are suitable for pots and hanging baskets. Grow¬ 
ing in smaller spaces is a focus for us. 

“The continued interest in ‘grow your own’ has seen 
the breeders working extensively on getting really 
good, productive, great tasting fruit and vegetables 
suitable for container gardening, particularly with 
fruit trees.” 

Here are some of Batkin’s tips to help the ‘genera¬ 
tion rent’ maintain and move their gardens: 

:: If you have large plants or shrubs, gently contain 
wayward stems with strips of hessian to reduce damage 
during your move. 

:: Don’t water your pots the night before the move, 
which will just increase their weight. 

:: If you’re going to make a container garden, bigger 
is always better. One large pot or a group of three me¬ 
dium-sized pots make a bolder statement than 15 little 
pots. Check drainage holes are big, as small ones tend 
to clog up. Place crocks or broken tiles in the bottom 
to aid drainage. 

:: Layer your planting by adding summer or spring 
bulbs to the pot first. 





Japanese quince are great for cutting and for Japanese planting schemes 

Grow your 
gardening 


Ideal for brightening up 


shady spot in the garden 


BEST OF THE BUNCH - Japanese quince 
(Chaenomeles) 

THESE ornamental shrubs with spiny branches 
are often grown as wall shrubs and are really 
useful for brightening up shady spots with their 
red, pink and orange blooms. 

The flowers unfurl on bare branches in Feb¬ 
ruary and are great for cutting and for Japanese 
planting schemes. Pale-flowering cultivars blend 
better with other shrubs, while the more vivid 
types are more suited to walls. Some early va¬ 
rieties have yellowing fruits in autumn. Chae¬ 
nomeles speciosa ‘Moerloosei’ is among the best, 
producing beautiful apple-blossom flowers in 
early spring. These hardy shrubs will thrive in 
most soils and are easy to grow, but they do need 
cutting back immediately after flowering to stop 
them becoming untidy. 

GOOD ENOUGH TO EAT - Courgettes 
GIVEN the news that courgettes are now in 
short supply because of the terrible weather 
in Murcia, southern Spain, where most of our 
courgettes come from, it’s about time to grow 
our own. 

It’s too early to start them off now, but have a 


look at seed catalogues to decide which type you 
want to grow. Sow seeds singly in small pots in¬ 
doors in late April, planting out the seedlings in 
early June when all danger of frost has passed, 
hardening them off first. Space them 60cm apart 
in each direction for compact types, or 90cm- 
1.2m apart for regular varieties, which need a 
lot of room. Water young plants regularly and 
apply liquid tomato feed every week when the 
fruits are forming. You won’t need more than 
two or three plants to have more than enough to 
eat all summer. 

WHAT TO DO THIS WEEK 
:: Start to sow slow-maturing bedding plants 
such as African marigolds and antirrhinums 
under glass 

:: If weather permits, prepare seed beds on 
free-draining sandy soil by lightly forking over 
the surface, breaking down large lumps and rak¬ 
ing the soil to a fine tilth 

:: Continue to bring in forced bulbs for indoor 
flowering as they become ready for extra warmth 
:: Examine stored dahlia tubers for any sign 
of rotting 

:: Continue winter-pruning trees and shrubs 


skills with a 


qualification 



An officially recognised RHS course can give you a significant qualification after two or three years 



Whatever your horticultural bent, there is a course out there for you Online learning may also be an option for students 


By Hannah Stephenson 

NOT sure how to prune properly? 
Want a beginner’s guide to vege¬ 
table growing? Fancy a new ca¬ 
reer as a garden designer? 

Whatever your horticultural bent, 
there is a course out there for you, 
from one-day taster courses to degrees 
and recognised horticultural qualifica¬ 
tions. But where do you start? 

If you are looking for a change of career, 
you may opt for an officially recognised 
RHS course which can give you a significant 
qualification after two or three years. 

Alternatively, you may opt for a day here, 
a day there working on a particular skill 
which you want to master in your own gar¬ 
den, such as propagating, pruning, wildlife 
gardening or planting with perennials. And 
you may learn as much from their fellow 
students as you do from the lecturers. 

Andy Mclndoe, garden design consult¬ 
ant, winner of 25 consecutive gold med¬ 
als at Chelsea Flower Show and tutor at 
MyGardenSchool (www.learningwithex- 
perts.com/gardening), the world’s first on¬ 
line garden school, explains: “People have 
to think about the time commitment. 

“With online courses, people need to be 
really committed to it and they have to put 
the effort in and have to relate it very much 
to what they want to get out of it. 

Lecture 

“Sometimes people think they are just 
going to watch the video or turn up to a 
weekly lecture, thinking it’s going to give 
them all they want. But it’s a huge subject 
and the chances realistically of it covering 
what you’ve got in mind are quite remote.” 

Studying on a computer has its place, but 
there’s no substitute for digging in and get¬ 
ting your hands dirty, says Mclndoe, who 
gives his students practical assignments 
after each lecture. 

“I encourage them to take pictures of a 
particular situation and tell me how they 
are going to deal with it, identify plant ma¬ 
terial or other aspects of horticulture. If it’s 
a trees course, I tell them to pick a situa¬ 
tion, pick a tree for it, tell me what they are 
going to plant with it and we build on the 
practicalities of that and the design element 
as to how they are going to use that as part 
of a planting scheme.” 

Those thinking about a career in horticul¬ 
ture should choose their courses carefully 
and their choice may depend on whether 
they are going to be employed or self-em¬ 
ployed, he says. 

“Doing an RHS course is fantastic and if 
you can get a job as a trainee on a private 
estate or specialist nursery that’s great, but 
it’s all about application. You have to work 
for relatively little for a while to get the ex¬ 
perience. 

“Plant knowledge is key, whether you 
are doing productive or ornamental horti¬ 
culture.” 

“There’s no substitute for practical expe¬ 
rience,” he continues. “I think that’s vital. 
The idea that somebody’s going to read a 
book or watch a lecture and think that’s 


going to teach them how to do something 
is unrealistic. 

“You need someone to take you out there 
and do practical stuff. That is so important, 
whether you’re planting or embarking on 
garden design. What it comes down to is 
being able to cope with the practicalities of 
the real situation.” 

He laments that there are not enough 
horticultural apprenticeships, although the 
organisation Grow (www.growcareers.info) 


provides advice on apprenticeships and ca¬ 
reers in horticulture. 

There are 93 approved study centres 
running RHS courses that lead to qualifica¬ 
tions, many of which offer practical teach¬ 
ing. 

Potential students wanting further in¬ 
formation and a full list of all the centres 
offering RHS courses can be found at: www. 
rhs.org.uk/education-learning/qualifica- 
tions-and-training/rhs-qualifications 


Mclndoe says that if you are after a de¬ 
gree in horticulture, Pershore College - the 
national centre for horticulture - is still an 
industry leader (www.warwickshire.ac.uk). 

A variety of shorter workshops are also 
run by the National Trust (www.national- 
trust.org.uk), while the Workers’ Educa¬ 
tional Association (www.wea.org.uk) offers 
a number of courses on a wide range of as¬ 
pects of gardening at centres throughout 
the country. 
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WE SUPPLY AND 
FIT ALL TYPES OF 
FENCING & SLABBING >H • 
www.sandwellsloneancllenting.tom 

40-45 Park Lane, 
Oldbury B69 4LP 



ALL ASPECTS Of EXTERIOR 
CLEANING TO A VERY HtQH 
PROfESStoNAL STANDARD 

WE ALSO OFFER STAIN 
AND GRAFFITI REMOVAL 


r 


No matter now or 

Call lor a Iree no obligation quote 

email midlandeiteriorsohitiom ihotmail.co uk 



CW Joinery 

DOOR SUPPLIERS AND FITTERS 


• External doors supplied 
and fitted from £210 

• Fit only, Paint or 
Stain available 

• Fire doors fitted 

• Pine, oak, hardwood 
doors available 

Freephone 
0800 019 3376 
01922 709543 
07810 122133 




SERVICE • PARTS • REPAIRS 


01384507752 


EMAIL:SALES@PWEUROPARTS.COM 

EBAY: P.W.EUROPARTS 

TWO GATES LANE, HALESOWEN, 
WEST MIDLANDS, B63 2LJ 


HARRIS 

SHOE REPAIRS 

^1 


All shoe repairs 
undertaken , 

and key 

cutting while /?{ 

you wait 9 I f 

1A Hagley Road, Halesowen B63 4PU 
Tel: 0121 550 9529 


t/ 

DIAMOND FENCING 

• All types of garden 
fencing 

• Supplied and fitted 
Ring now for 
Free Quotation 


0121 5024513 / 07881 623523 


Vertical, Venetian, 
Awnings and 
Roller Blinds 

• 12 Month Guarantee 

• All made to measure - 

Supply and Fit 

• Washable Blinds Available 
§ Friendly, Personal Service 

• Full Range of Colours 



Servicing 

MOT’s 

Diagnostics 

Steering 

Suspension 

Exhaust 

Car Spares & 

Accessories 


71 High Street, Princes End, Tipton DY4 9JF 
Telephone: 0121 557 2370 or 07782 484950 

Contact@princesendgarage.co.uk I www.princesendgarage.co.uk 



✓ Slating 

✓ Tiling 

✓ Flat Roofs 

✓ Guttering 

✓ Soffits 

✓ Fascias 

✓ New Roofs 


Crnn Hiintotinnr 



BULK BAGS FROM £30! 




Budget Builder Supplies Ltd 


49 TAT BANK ROAD, OLDBURY B694NJ 



©gStMIKIS 


TRUSTED FATHER AND SON BUSINESS 
- BUT DON'T TAKE OUR WORD FOR IT 
CHECK OUT OUR FACEBOOK REVIEWS 



Kings Court Trading Estate, Sedgley Road East, Tipton DY4 8XA 

01215204200 07756578028 


MobilityExfra 


SALES | HIRE | SERVICE 

NOW OPEN 


• Mobility Scooters • Walking Aids 

• Wheelchairs • Bathing Accessories 

• Stairlifts • Back Supports 

• Rise Recliner Chairs • Arthritic Supports 

• Incontinence Products • Power Chairs 

• Daily Living Aids • Beds & Much More 



Visit: MobilityExtra.com 
Call Now: 0121 320 2047 

432 Bearwood Road, Birmingham B66 4EY 








BBHtmnn 

I iiiYiinn iHHill 
mil (luuti 


Rear oi 64 High Street | West Bromwich | West Midlands, B70 6JT 

Phone : 0121-553-0666 
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OOOQ 


with Express & Star 


Order from the comfort of your own home 

^ 0871 911 7011 

www.expressandstarshop.co.uk 


Retro Briefcase Turntable 



Enjoy the sound of vinyl 
wherever you want with this 
portable retro turntable with 
built-in twin stereo speakers. 
The turntable will play 33s, 
45s and 78s, and you can 
also convert your vinyls to 
digital files. This product 
comes with Audacity 
software and a USB cable to 
transfer your records to your 
computer. Includes an aux-in 
and line-out socket. 

Measures: W35.5 x D28 x 
H12.5cm. Weight: 2.7kg. 
Mains operated. 

Was £129.99 

G0408 Black 
G0409 Red 
G0410 Blue 

D9608 Brown Faux Leather 
D9609 Union Flag 


Only £59.99 plus £4.95 P&P 



A fantastic way of keeping your earrings safe and secure 
choose between, the four-page book which holds up to 48 
pairs and the smaller book which holds up to 12 pairs over 
two pages. The pages are softly padded and the holes are 
offset to ensure the earrings are protected. Gold and silver 
earrings won’t tarnish and the covers wipe clean. Display 
on a dressing table, in a drawer or amongst other book for 
added security. Available in four colours Book dimensions: 
19cm(h) x 15cm(w) x 5cm(d). Earrings not included. 

Original 48 pair book £24.99 
G0775 Silver G0776Gold 

G0777 Black G0778 Ivory 

Little 12 pair book £14.99 
G0779 Silver G0780Gold 

G0781 Black G0782 Ivory 


Original Book - Silver 


Ivory 


Black 


Little Book - Gold 


Little Book of Earrings 


From Only £14.99 plus £3.95 P&P 



Only £34.99 plus £4.95 P&P 


Seiko Desk Editon 
Crossword Solver 


Word phrases and anagrams all become 
clear with this Seiko Oxford crossword 
solver. With a 250,000 word database 
from the Oxford Crossword Dictionary, 
you can find the answers you are looking 
for in seconds. Check a name, date or 
fact and search through its 256 general 
knowledge lists for the answer. 


The spellchecker provides instant 
phonetic correction, plus there’s 10 
word games, a thesaurus, calculator, 
an abbreviation solver and an imperial 
metric converter featuring lengths, 
weights, temperature and liquid 
measures. Presented in an attractive 
desktop case with large high contrast 
display, clear fonts, large buttons and 
auto power off. Batteries included. 


D6447 Seiko Crossword Solver 


SEIKO 


G0658 Cherry 
G0659 Black 



Only £29.99 plus £3.95 P&P 


Watch Box 


Organise your 
watches in style with 
this five section watch 
box. The sturdy 
vintage design 
wooden case is 
available in two colour 
options; cherry or 
black. It features 
a contrasting fully 
lined interior with five 
padded holders for 
your watches. The 
curved design of the 
box is complemented 
by a hinged glass lid. 

Measures L29cm 
x W12cm x D9cm. 
Watches not included. 

Was £49.99 


Cherry 


Order Hotline 0871 911 7011* 

8am-8pm, 7 days a week. *Calls cost 13p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge. 

Quote 

70657 

Order online at 
expressandstarshop.co.uk 

Our ‘was’ pricing refers to the original selling prices offered on our website www.cjoffers.co.uk and in our retail store between 21st November 2016 and 21st February 2017. Allow 7 working days for delivery. If not happy for any reason we will accept return of faulty/unused goods in sealed original packaging for full refund or replacement within 30 days. 

These goods are sold and supplied by BVG-Group Ltd. with whom you contract when you accept this offer. A SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED ON DELIVERY. 


RETURN TO: EXPRESS & STAR (70657), PO BOX 87, BRECON, LD3 3BE 

Title (Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms)_ Initial_ Surname_ 

Address_ Postcode 


Email_ Tel. (for queries only)_ 

I enclose my cheque/PO made payable to BVG GROUP LTD for £_Or please debit my card £_ EH Mastercard EH Visa □ Maestro Issue No_ 

My card number is: 

i i i i irrmi i i i \ m i i i i i i srm/m 2?m/m £* rm 

"Midland News Association Ltd and other MNA companies or selected third parties may contact you with details of goods and services you may be interested in. By placing this order you give consent to Midland News Association 
Limited or selected third parties doing so, unless you have indicated your objection by ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from selected third parties and ticking this box □ if you do not want to hear from Midland News 
Association Ltd.” 


PLEASE SEND ME 

CODE(S) 

QTY 

PRICE 

TOTAL 









































POSTAGE 

TOTAL 

£3.95/£4.95 
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MAYPOLE 

INN 

hfet&cr* 

Lunch 

Celebrating our 
Mothers 

Sunday 26th March 

2 Courses - £9.99 

3 Courses - £11.99 


Reserve your table now 
to receive a 
complimentary 
bottle of wine 
for Mum! 


■rj 


Bassuage Road, Halesowen 
B63 4HB 0121 585 9395 


SPRING 

BREAK £197 

COACH BREAK TO SCOTLAND 


LOCH TUMMEL HOTEL 

PERTHSHIRE 


TripAdvisor 

®(§XS(§)<§)© 


TUESDAY 14 th MARCH 


This 5 day break staying at our Loch 
Tummel Hotel. There will also be an 
excursion everyday including Balmoral, 
Braemar, Ballater, St Andrews and 
entrance into Blair Castle. 


TOUR INCLUDES 


4 nights half board. Nightly entertainment. Excursions. 
PICKUP FROM 


Birmingham, Smethwick, West Bromwich, Dudley, 
Wolverhampton, Walsall 


LOCHS.COM 
01389 713713 


lochs 

W GLENS 


LOCHS & GLENS HOLIDAYS, SCHOOL ROAD, GARTOCHARN, G83 8RW 


• Great Cask Ales • Beer Garden 
Function Room • Families Welcome 


Barry welcomes you to 

THE LIGHTHOUSE 

Coombes Road, Halesowen 0121 559 7953 



Robbie's a pal but 
still see old mates 


H e’s so God Damned nice. 
Talking to Oily Murs is 
like talking to the ultimate 
cheeky chap. There’s 
no edge and nothing 
unpleasant. 

He’s as unlikely to throw a strop as Mother Teresa, he’s 
as unlikely to be caught with his pants down as the local 
lollipop lady. He’s the antithesis of Kanye and Kardashian, 
the polar opposite of Katie Hopkins. He’s as unlikely to 
demand a jar full of purple Smarties on his backstage 
rider as a lion is to marry a dolphin. 

Good God, Oily, stop being so flippin’ nice. 

And yet that’s what the public admires about him. 

While so many who are thrust into the spotlight are 
dysfunctional and difficult, Oily is precisely the opposite. 
He is the archetypal boy-who-done-well, the classic boy 
next door who made it big. 

Oily was working as a recruitment consultant at Prime 
Appointments, in Witham, before he featured on The X 
Factor. And he’s still in touch with his old officemates 
now. The closest he’d come to stardom was appearing 
on Deal or No Deal in 2007. He wasn’t much cop, taking 
home a tenner after messing up royally. 

Like many kids, he’d dreamed of hitting the big time. 

But after forming a band, The Small Town Blaggers, 
that got nowhere fast, he pretty much gave up. And so, 
after his Deal or No Deal experience, he jacked it all in 
and went backpacking around Australia. Then, when he 
returned, he decided to have one last crack at fame. He 
rolled the dice in 2009 and is landed on X. 

LUCK 

“X Factor got me started, but I think for me it’s just 
about hard work. I respect people and I’m nice to people 
and I’ve also had a bit of luck. People like my music and 
have bought into me so I try to give people a different 
sound and a different vibe. It’s just been a great journey. 
I’ve been very lucky. I hate to say luck because we all 
know it isn’t all luck. You’ve got to have a bit of talent.” 

Oily was the runner-up on the sixth series of The 
X Factor in 2009. His debut single, Please 
Don’t Let Me Go, debuted at number one 
while his debut album was certified double 
platinum after shifting more than 600,000 
copies. And since then, it’s been one¬ 
way traffic. Oily has been moving higher 
and higher and higher as he’s shipped a 
colossal 10 million records, published an 
autobiography called Happy Days and 
released three further albums which have all 
gone to number one and achieved between 
two and four platinum discs for sales that have 
hovered around one-million-per-record. 

The only thing he hasn’t done is fill his 
mantelpiece with awards. Oily has 
been nominated for six Brits and 
two Ivor Novellos, but always 
been pipped. Still, there’s 
still time to put that right, 
especially with the release of 
his fifth album, 24 hrs. 

“I think it’s the best thing 
I’ve done, yes. It’s certainly 
my best songwriting. I wrote 
it with some great writers and 
as a body of work it’s the best 
thing I’ve come up with. Right 
now, I’m just looking forward 
to the fans listening to it. 

“When you’ve done four 
albums, it’s like what am I going to 
do for my fifth? Where do I go? So what 
I’ve always done in my career is try to 
move forward. 

The new album will be accompanied 
by another megatron tour. Having 
stayed on the road from March to 
August with his last set of arena 
shows, for Never Been Better, 
which included three dates at 
Birmingham’s Barclaycard Arena, 

Oily is back for more. This time he’ll 
be playing the city’s Genting. At 


Oily loves the high life but he's 
Mur likely to be found in Essex 




present, he’s scheduled just the one date, for March 24, 
but don’t bet against him returning for more. 

“I’m looking forward to it,” he says. “To do these sort 
of venues is fantastic and I never get bored of it. I 
always hope that one day I’ll move up and play 
stadiums. That’s certainly on my bucket list.” 

He’s learned from the best in the business. 

Oily was part of One Direction’s Up All Night 
Tour in 2012, when he joined the boys in the 
USA. And he was also the special guest for 
Robbie Williams’ Take The Crown Tour, in 2013, 
which earned $20 million from nine shows and 
included four sell-out gigs at Wembley and the 
same number at Manchester’s Etihad Stadium. 

“Working with people like Robbie Williams and 
Gary Barlow has been great. It’s always good to 
^ work with people like that and get close, 
to see those guys going about their 
work. I’m grateful to them for 
giving me the opportunity to 
play on their tours. 

“Hopefully one day there’ll 
{ be a young singer on one of 
L my tours and I’ll try to guide 
A them and give them advice 
i and help” 

B Not that Oily takes his 
success for granted. In 
the fickle world of pop, 
he knows that what goes 
up must come down. 
Though a crash is more 
unlikely that a bad dinner 
from Gordon Ramsay, 
he knows it might not 
last forever. 

“I’m not a fool. I know 
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that at some point it’ll 


1 all be gone. But then 

1 it might not - who 

W knows it might go on 

p tj| 


■ for the rest of my life. I’ll 
f continue for as long as 

Era 

A 

my fans in the UK want 
■ me to. If 1 move into other 




1 careers, like TV or radio, 


that would be cool. You 


You’ve got to tick 
all the boxes really 
if you want to get 
somewhere 


don’t know, the opportunities are endless.” 

For a cheeky chappy like Oily, they probably are. He’s 
the sort of entertainer who’ll still be around in 20 years. 

The Nice theme continues when he’s not on pop 
star duty. Away from the stage, he’s a right regular 
philanthropist who supports his local Brainwave charity, 
which is based in his home town and helps kids with 
cerebral palsy. 

“Giving back is massively important to me. When 
you’re in the position I’m in where your profile can really 
elevate some charities then you can use that to raise 
money and help families and kids in need. I’m in the 
position to do that and I love helping, I love doing that. 

The charities that I’m involved in are all important to me. 

With enough in the bank to live comfortably, Oily could 
slow down. He could swan off to some exotic isle and sip 
vodka, lychee juice and vermouth or mango daiquiris. 

Not that he does. When he’s off duty, you’re more likely 
to find him knocking about in Essex, where he still hangs 
out with his old mates. Oily may have Robbie Williams’ 
number on speed dial, but he’s just as likely to text his 
mates, Colin and Robbie, instead. 

“I’m always at home in Essex. I’m always visiting my 
old employees, especially an agency I used to work for, 
Prime Appointments. 

• Oily is performing at The Genting Arena, 
Birmingham on Thursday, March 23, Friday, March 

24 and Saturday, March 25. Tickets cost from £33.99. 
Visit www.theticketfactory.com or call 0844 33 88 222. 

Andy Richardson 



























Annette is loving boinging 
back - to star in Billy Elliot 


It’ll be like a home from home 
when Annette McLaughlin lands in 
Birmingham to star in a six-week run 
of Billy Elliot. 

The actress and comedian once 
spent every other weekend near the city, 
commuting from London with her then- 
boyfriend, Frank Skinner, to watch the Albion. 
Boing Boing, does that make her a Born 
Again Baggie. “Oh God, no. I was just a very, 
very good girlfriend.” 

Instead of the blue-and-white-stripes, her 
abiding memory is of the halftime pies. 

The West End star, who plays Mrs 
Wilkinson in Billy Elliot, the role made famous 
in the movie by Julie Walters, worked with 


Skinner on TV’s The Frank Skinner Show. 

“Frank was my boyfriend and I used to go 
and watch West Brom with him,” she says. “I 
enjoy football because I had three brothers 
and used to enjoy playing it as a kid. I used 
to go every Saturday with Frank and I loved 
it. I loved the pies most of all, that was my 
favourite thing. The gravy used to drip down 
my hands. They were delicious. 

“We only used to go up for the weekend 
but it was great because he was such a 
massive fan of West Brom and was so proud 
of his heritage.” 

Heritage is a dominant theme in Billy Elliot. 
It celebrates life in a northern mining town. 
Set against the background of the 1980s 
miners’ strike it follows Billy’s journey from 


boxing to ballet class, where he discovers 
a passion for dance that changes his life 
forever. 

Sharing the role of Billy are Adam Abbou, 
Matthew Lyons, Haydn May and local boy 
Lewis Smallman, from West Bromwich. 
McLaughlin has been with the show for a year 
and describes it as a winner. 

“Having seen it when it first opened in the 
West End, I just wanted to be a part of it. It’s 
an incredible show and I wanted to play that 
part,” she says. “When it came round it was 
an easy decision to make. I’ve been doing 
the show for almost a year on tour and I love 
every second. 

The show runs at Birmingham Hippodrome 
from Tuesday until April 29 


It's Bach to Hendrix 
at Kennedy special 


World-renowned violinist Nigel 
Kennedy will make a triumphant 
return to his adopted home city of 
Birmingham with a gala celebration 
show at Symphony Hall. 

The maverick Aston Villa-loving violinist 
will combine his greatest successes and 
new works for this one-off performance on 
Saturday, March 11. 

Kennedy will perform a wide-ranging 
repertoire from Bach to Hendrix, world 
music to jazz, accompanied by a host of 
special guests including Bulgarian composer 
and virtuoso on the gadulka (stringed folk 
instrument) Georgi Andreev and world-class 
violinists Jean-Luc Ponty, Michael Guttman 
and Pieter Daniel. 

Kennedy’s unique talent and extraordinary 
ability to communicate with audiences have 


made him one of the world’s most popular 
performers. 

Jean-Luc Ponty is a master of the violin 
in the arena of jazz and rock. He is widely 
regarded as an innovator. 

Despite their different musical 
backgrounds, Kennedy and Ponty had the 
same mentor - Stephane Grappelli, who 
saw in them the renewal of the violin. The 
encounter between these two exceptional 
artists promises to be powerfully creative. It 
will range from the acoustic to the electronic 
and with a repertoire drawn from the last 
three centuries. 

Georgi Andreev is a virtuoso of the 
gadulka, a traditional Bulgarian bowstring 
instrument. Michael Guttman is an eminent 
violin soloist, conductor and music director of 
festivals around the world. 

At the age of 10 he became the youngest 
student ever to be admitted into the 



Brussels Royal 
Conservatory of 
Music.and went on to study 
at the Juilliard School in New York with Nigel. 

Another of Nigel’s friends from Juilliard, 
Pieter Daniel, who made his orchestra debut 
at the age of 12, will also perform. 

“This is shaping up to be an amazing 
concert,” says Nigel. “Jean-Luc Ponty, is a 
genius, He is one of the greatest in jazz, ever. 
He is an innovator with a unique visionary 
spin. He plays on the harmonies, just killa. 
Then we’ve got Georgi over from Bulgaria too, 
it’ll be special. 

“And, of course my good friends from 
Juilliard, Michael and Pieter, will be joining 
me too. I’ll have a strong relationship with 
everyone on that stage.” 

Ticket prices range from £25.50 to £68 for 
the 7.30pm gala concert. See www.thsh.co.uk 
or call 0121 780 3333. 


Ladies - the times 
they are a-changin 

Menopause The Musical, an all-singing 
all-dancing comedy is on its way 

The show about ladies of a 
certain age will unite one of 
Britain’s best known singing 
sisters with three familiar faces 
from TV drama. 

Maureen Nolan will join 
Cheryl Fergison (pictured) 
who played Heather Trott in 
EastEnders with sometime 
member of the Loose Women 
panel Rebecca Wheatley, from TV’s 
Casualty, and Penny Dreadful actress 
Ruth Berkeley. It is on at Wolverhampton 
Grand Theatre on Thursday, March 9. 



Gig choice? Listen to 
what Mama Said . . . 

Mama Said and 7 Years outfit Lukas 
Graham, from Denmark, bring 
their soul-pop to Birmingham 02 
Academy on Sunday and the 
same night Traffic co-founder 
Dave Mason brings his Traffic 
Jam to Bilston’s Robin 2. 

In Digbeth, Leeds indie rockers 
The Pigeon Detecives play the 
02 Institute on Wednesday, 
with Lucy Spraggan on Thursday 
and Oxford’s Glass Animals on 
Friday. 

Leamington Spa singer-songwriter 
Joe Dolman (pictured) plays the Sunflower 
Lounge in Brum on Thursday. Dutch Uncles play the Hare and 
Hounds in Kings Heath on Monday. 




. t , With inclusive admission to top shows & acts in 2017! 


Micky Flanagan 

m 

- Live ib&bi 

n 


| Fri 12 May 



• Coach travel throughout | 
with reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed & 
breakfast at our select hotel 

• All bedrooms with en suite facilities 

• A visit to Meadow Hall 

• A visit to Leeds 

• Inclusive admission to Micky Flanagan at the 
Sheffield Arena. 


2 DAY SHOWTIME BREAKS 

Fri 17 Mar The Magic of Motown & Liverpool.£99 

Sat 1 Apr Bay City Rollers - Les McKeown - Live.£99 

Wed 5 Apr The Who - Live in Manchester.£159 

Sat 8 Apr London 8< Star Wars Identities at the 02.£99 

Wed 12 Apr Babe Live! & Blackpool Funtime.£89 

Sat 15 Apr Thriller Live & Historic York.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Les Miserables - London Showtime mi.£149 

Sat 15 Apr Aladdin - London Showtime mm.£149 

Wed 26 Apr Frankie Valli 8< The Four Seasons.£139 

Sat 29 Apr Sleepless - The New Musical & Liverpool.£129 

Sat 6 May Dirty Dancing & Historic York.£129 

Sat 6 May Professor Brian Cox - Live in Liverpool.£119 

Sat 13 May The Commitments & Historic York.£119 

Sat 13 May Ken Dodd & Liverpool Special.£99 


1 


Sports Breaks 


& Oxford 


| Sat 27 May 


2 DAY SPORT BREAKS 

Thu 13 Apr Betway Premier League Darts - Live!.£99 

Sat 15 Apr Liverpool 8< Haydock Races - Easter Special. £99 

Sat 13 May Liverpool 8< Haydock Races.£99 

Sat 13 May Women's FA Cup Final - Wembley ib&bi .£99 

Sat 20 May Non-League Finals Day - Wembley Stadium w.£99 

Sat 20 May FA Vase & FA Trophy Finals - Wembley ib&bi .£99 

Sat 20 May British Touring Car Championship - Oulton Park... £119 

Sat 27 May Liverpool & Chester Races.£99 

Sat 1 Jul Liverpool 8< Chester Races.£99 

Sat 5 Aug Liverpool 8< Chester Races.£99 

Sat 5 Aug England v South Africa - Old Trafford.£129 

Sat 26 Aug Ebor Stakes - York Racecourse.£119 

Sat 2 Sep Burghley Horse Trials.£99 

Fri 8 Sep London & The Goodwood Revival.£199 


Explore Europe Explore the best of Europe 


| 2 | 



• Coach travel 
throughout with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 8< breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• All rooms with en-suite facilities 

• Admission to Truckfest at the Newbury Show 
Ground 

• Visit to Oxford 


Three Countries 
Inclusive Special 


| Mon 20 Mar £199 | 

• Coach travel throughout 
with reserved seating 

• Four nights dinner, bed 
& continental breakfast at the 
Walram Hotel 

• Entrance to the Holland Cassino, Valkenburg 

• Happy hour free bar on 3 evenings 

• Excursions to Maastricht, Aachen, Mishschall 
and the Three Countries Viewpoint. 



4/5 DAY EUROPEAN BREAKS 

Mon 6 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £139 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £219 

Mon 6 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £189 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Weekend Superdeal. £149 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad [b&bi .... £279 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Ostend Inclusive Weekend. £189 

Fri 10 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The B&B Hotel mm .£289 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Amsterdam, Cologne & Valkenburg. £219 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £219 

Mon 13 Mar 5 Rhine Valley Superdeal. £189 

Mon 20 Mar 4 Ostend Special Breakaway. £149 

Mon 20 Mar 4 Disneyland Spectacular at The Kyriad mm .... £279 

Mon 20 Mar 5 Ostend Inclusive. £249 

Mon 20 Mar 5 Rhine & Moselle Inclusive. £229 


sensational Special Events. 


2 DAY SPECIAL EVENTS BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Emmerdale Studio Experience. 

Sat 25 Mar Skipton Market, Haworth & Emmerdale... 
Victoria at Harewood House. 


Sat 1 Apr 


£99 
£69 
£89 

Mon 3 Apr Flying Scotsman Special. £119 

Sun 9 Apr London & Kensington - Diana: Her Fashion Story... £99 

Sat 15 Apr Emmerdale The Tour. £99 

Sat 15 Apr London & The Tall Ships Regatta Easter Special. £119 

Sat 22 Apr Skipton Market & Harrogate Flower Show... £99 

Sat 22 Apr Cotswolds Wartime 1940's Special. £89 

Sat 22 Apr Emmerdale Studio Experience. £99 

Tue 25 Apr Gino's Italian Escape - Live!. £99 

Sat 6 May York & Emmerdale Village Tour. £99 

Sat 13 May Hobbycrafts, Stitch & Sew - Live!. £79 

Sat 13 May Abingdon Airshow 8< Historic Bath. £99 



• Coach travel 
throughout with 
reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed & breakfast at our 
select hotel 

• All bedrooms with ensuite facilities 

• Free time in London 

• Admission to the Motorshow at Battersea 
Evolution. 


family Great breaks for all the family! 


Polar Bears, Penguins 

& Kingdom of Ice 


| Sat 15 April 


Sat 20 May 


21 


£99 I 


• Coach travel throughout with reserved seating 

• One night dinner, bed 8< breakfast at our select 
hotel 

• Included admission to the Yorkshire Wildlife Park 
to visit the Polar Bears and numerous other 
animals 

• Included admission to the stunning 'Deep' where 
visitors can enjoy a unique interactive experience. 


2 DAY FAMILY FUN BREAKS 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Spectacular mm .£99 

Sat 18 Mar Legoland Special Batman Movie Days mm .. £99 

Sat 25 Mar London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 1 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo 8< Llangollen Cruise.. £99 

Thu 6 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Thu 13 Apr London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 15 Apr Legoland Spectacular mm .£119 

Sat 15 Apr London 8< Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 22 Apr Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor... £99 
Sat 29 Apr Legoland Discovery & Blackpool Funtime.... £89 
Sat 29 Apr Islands at Chester Zoo 8< Llangollen Cruise. £99 

Sat 13 May London Zoo & Thames River Cruise.£119 

Sat 20 May London & Harry Potter Studio Tour.£119 

Sat 27 May Longleat Safari Park, Jungle Cruise & Windsor.. £99 

MANY MORE fj 

breaks available... 

A NATIONAL 
W HOLIDAYS 
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SATURDAY’S TV MARCH 4 


CHOICE 



Let's Sing and Dance for 
Comic Relief 
(BBC1, 6.45pm) 

New series. Presenter double¬ 
team Mel Giedroyc and Sue 
Perkins are reunited to host the 
all-star talent show, in which 
celebrity performers take to the 
stage to display their musical 
talents by delivering their 
interpretations of various pop 
hits. The contest gets under way 
with performances by Radio 1 
DJ Matt Edmondson, astrologer 
Russell Grant, comedienne 
Sara Pascoe, DJ duo Rickie 
Haywood-Williams and Melvin 
Odoom, and Absolutely 
Fabulous actresses Harriet 
Thorpe and Helen Lederer- 
otherwise known as Patsy's 
long-suffering associates Fleur 
and Catriona. Only two of the 
star acts featured each week 
will be able progress to the 
Grand Final. 


6.00 Breakfast. 10.00 Saturday Kitchen 
Live. 11.30 Mary Berry Everyday. (R) 
12.00 Football Focus. 1.00 BBC News; 
Weather. 1.15 Bargain Hunt. 2.15 My 
Life: The Boy on the Bicycle. 2.45 Film: 
Monsters vs Aliens. (2009) Animated 
sci-fi comedy, with the voice of Reese 
Witherspoon. 4.10 Final Score. 5.10 
Celebrity Mastermind. (R) 5.40 BBC 
News. 5.50 Regional Programme. 

6.00 Pointless Celebrities. Hugh 
Dennis and Pauline McLynn, 
Charlie Higson and Adil Ray, 
Richard Gibson and Vicki Michelle, 
and Jean Fergusson and Tina 
Malone compete. (R) 

6.45 Let’s Sing and Dance for Comic 
Relief. New series. Mel Giedroyc 
and Sue Perkins present the all- 
star talent show, in which celebrity 
performers display their musical 
talents via interpretations of 
various pop hits. 

8.00 Who Dares Wins. Game show in 
which Nick Knowles challenges 
two pairs of complete strangers to 
team up, with each pair battling to 
outdo the other by listing as much 
as they know about a given 
subject. The first couple to win two 
rounds get to play for £50,000 and 
each time the champions defeat a 
new set of opponents their 
winnings mount up. 

8.40 Casualty. David spends one last 
day with Ollie before his aunt takes 
him back to Spain, while Louise 
and Dylan try convince the board 
to help them tackle alcohol abuse. 
9.30 Mrs Brown’s Boys. Rory and Dino 
have a bust-up, Mark and Betty 
announce they are leaving for 
Australia right away and a phone 
call causes the Brown children to 
suspect one of them may be 
adopted. (R) 

10.00 BBC News; Weather.; National 
Lottery Update. 

10.20 Match of the Day. Gary Lineker 
presents highlights of the latest 
Premier League matches, 
including Leicester City v Hull City 
at King Power Stadium, and 
Liverpool v Arsenal at Anfield. 

11.45This Country. Kerry becomes a 
door-to-door saleswoman and 
Kurtan makes new friends in the 
village. Mockumentary presenting 
a wry look at the lives of young 
people living in rural Britain. 

12.10 Film: Papadopoulos & Sons. 

(2012) 1.55 Weather for the Week 
Ahead. 2.00 BBC News. 


6.25 Film: North West Frontier. (1959) 
Action adventure, starring Lauren Bacall 
and Kenneth More. 8.30 Live Athletics: 
European Indoor Championships. 
Coverage of the morning session on day 
two. 10.00 Ireland’s Wild River: The 
Mighty Shannon - Natural World. (R) 
11.00 Homes Under the Hammer. (R) 

12.00 Two Greedy Italians: Still Hungry. 
(R) 1.00 The Little Paris Kitchen: 

Cooking with Rachel Khoo. (R) 1.30 
Escape to the Country. (R) 2.15 
Mastermind. (R) 3.15 University 
Challenge. (R) 3.45 Only Connect. (R) 

4.15 Live Athletics: European Indoor 
Championships. Gabby Logan presents 
coverage of the evening session on day 
two. 

8.15 Grand Tours of the Scottish 
Islands. Paul Murton visits the 
three island outposts of Shetland, 
Papa Stour, Whalsay and Out 
Skerries. He encounters newborn 
lambs and watches a traditional 
sword dance, before taking a trip 
on a trawler. He discovers how the 
islands have developed their own 
sense of community in the face of 
declining populations and the 
challenges of a remote location. 

8.45 Dad’s Army. Sgt Wilson struggles 
to concentrate on his Home Guard 
duties when he has a personal 
problem to contend with. Classic 
comedy, starring John Le Mesurier 
and Arthur Lowe. (R) 

9.15 Live at the Apollo. Adam Hills, 
host of Channel 4’s The Last Leg, 
is the latest master of ceremonies 
at London’s Hammersmith Apollo. 
He introduces US comic Michelle 
Wolf and sharp-witted Jamali 
Maddixtothe stage. (R) 

10.00 Martin Scorsese: True 
Confessions. Nick James 
interviews Academy Award¬ 
winning director Martin Scorsese 
on his fascination with themes of 
masculinity, religion, crime, and 
life in New York. 

10.30 Film: Mean Streets. (1973) A 
small-time crook’s conscience and 
loyalty to his girlfriend conflict 
with his desire to rise in the 
criminal world. Martin Scorsese’s 
drama, with Robert De Niro and 
Harvey Keitel. 

12.20 Taboo. (R) 2.15 Film: Witchfinder 
General. (1968) A 17th-century lawyer 
callously destroys innocent lives while 
serving as a witchfinder, but meets his 
match in a vengeful soldier. Horror, 
starring Vincent Price and Ian Ogilvy. 
3.40 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 

6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled!: Scrambled! 7.35 
Scrambled!: Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Scrambled!: Horrid 
Henry. (R) 8.10 Scrambled!: Teen Titans 
Go! 8.30 Scrambled!: Bear Grylls 
Survival School. 9.05 Scrambled!: 
Adventure Time. (R) 9.25 Alphabetical. 
(R) 10.20 Guess This House. (R) 11.20 

I TV News; Weather. 11.25 The Voice UK. 
(R) 1.30 ITV Racing: Live from 
Doncaster. Coverage of today’s race 
meetings at Doncaster and Newbury. 
4.00 You’ve Been Framed! (R) 4.30 
Regional Programme; Weather.4.45 ITV 
News; Weather. 5.00 Film: Despicable 
Me 2. (2013) Animated comedy sequel. 
7.00 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway. The popular duo’s 
entertainment show continues, as 
Robbie Williams and his wife Ayda 
Field join the pair for this year’s 
first I’m A Celebrity Get Out of Me 
Ear. Brendan O’Carroll, otherwise 
known as Agnes Brown of Mrs 
Brown’s Boys, serves as this 
week’s guest announcer, and 
Stephen Mulhern takes the boys 
back through time to Ancient 
Egypt in another round of Ant 
Versus Dec. Plus, the next 
installment of The Missing Crown 
Jewel, in which Emilia Fox aims to 
take the investigation one step 
closer to identifying the famous 
thief, and Ant and Dec themselves 
star in a spectacular End of the 
Show Show. 

8.30 The Voice UK. The contest 
switches gear once again in the 
first live knock-out show, 
beginning as Jennifer Hudson’s six 
acts are whittled down to three via 
head-to-head performances. 

9.45 ITV News; Weather. 

10.00 Lethal Weapon. A maverick cop is 
partnered with a veteran detective 
trying to maintain a low stress 
level. Action drama based on the 
films, starring Clayne Crawford 
and Damon Wayans. (R) 

10.55 Film: First Blood. (1982) A 
Vietnam veteran escapes unjust 
imprisonment and flees into the 
wilderness, where he fights the 
law on his own terms. Action 
thriller, with Sylvester Stallone. 
12.40 Jackpot247.3.00 Who’s Doing the 
Dishes? (R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 


CHANNEL4 


7.10 The King of Queens. (R) 7.35 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.00 
Everybody Loves Raymond. (R) 8.30 
Frasier. (R) 9.00 Frasier. (R) 9.30 The 
Big Bang Theory. (R) 10.00 The Big Bang 
Theory. (R) 10.30 The Big Bang Theory. 
(R) 10.55 The Simpsons. (R) 11.30 The 
Simpsons. (R) 12.00 Jamie and Jimmy’s 
Friday Night Feast. (R) 1.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 1.30 Come Dine with Me. 
(R) 2.00 Come Dine with Me. (R) 2.30 
Come Dine with Me. (R) 3.00 Come Dine 
with Me. (R) 3.30 A Place in the Sun: 
Summer Sun. (R) 4.35 Location, 
Location, Location. (R) 5.35 Grand 
Designs. (R) 

6.30 Channel 4 News. 

7.00 Escape to the Chateau. Series 
following a British family through 
the process of buying and 
restoring a French chateau that 
has been empty for the past four 
decades. Dick Strawbridge and his 
partner Angel Adoree’s new home 
has 12 acres of land, nine 
outbuildings, a walled garden and 
a moat-but it also has no 
electricity, heating or water, and 
proves to be a far more 
complicated DIY project than 
expected. (R) 

8.00 Penelope Keith at Her Majesty’s 
Service. The actress travels 
around the country to visit the 
Queen’s official residences and 
meet people with royal 
appointments. The journey begins 
in Windsor Castle, where she finds 
out about Britain’s oldest order of 
chivalry, meets the Royal Herb 
Strewer and unearths a box of 
treasure dating back to Elizabeth I. 
She also takes a trip up the 
Thames in the gilded barge 
Gloriana. (R) 

9.00 Film: The Wolverine. (2013) The 
former member of the X-Men is 
lured out of hiding and travels to 
Japan, where a dying 
businessman offers him the 
chance to give up his immortality 
for a normal life. He ends up 
robbed of his superhuman powers 
by a mysterious scientist and is 
forced to protect the tycoon’s 
granddaughter from a secret 
conspiracy’s assassins. Superhero 
adventure spin-off, starring Hugh 
Jackman and Tao Okamoto. 

11.25 Film: Abraham Lincoln: Vampire 
Hunter. (2012) 

1.20 Ramsay’s Kitchen Nightmares USA. 
(R) 2.10 Hollyoaks. 4.25 Building the 
Dream. 5.20 Fifteen to One. (R) 


CHANNEL5 


6.00 Milkshake! 9.55 Teenage Mutant 
Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.30 Access. 10.35 
Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. (R) 

11.35 Benefits Britain: Life on the Dole. 
(R) 12.35 Benefits Britain: Life on the 
Dole. (R) 1.30 Dance Moms. 2.25 Dance 
Moms. 3.20 Dance Moms. 4.15 The 
Nightmare Neighbour Next Door. (R) 

5.15 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 

6.10 Can’t Pay? We’ll Take It Away. 
Documentary series giving an 
insight into the world of debt 
collection. Kevin Stokes and Brian 
O’Shaughnessy try to collect a 
debt from a technology company, 
but with the director nowhere to be 
seen, the office manager does 
everything she can to prove the 
business is no longer trading. 
Stewart McCracken and Elmor 
Victor face a heartbreaking house 
repossession in Merseyside, 
where two landlords are forced to 
evict a tenant recovering from a 
brain tumour which has cost him 
his job and income. (R) 

7.05 NCIS: Los Angeles. Nell goes 
undercover at the Department of 
Defence after a researcher is found 
dead, and a new addition fails to 
endear himself to the rest of the 
team. 

8.00 NCIS. A petty officer is suspected 
of murdering his ex-girlfriend, and 
volunteers to be court-martialled 
so that the NCIS team will 
investigate and perhaps prove his 
innocence. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 Football on 5: The Championship. 

Highlights from the weekend’s 
games, including Huddersfield 
Town v Newcastle United at John 
Smith’s Stadium, Blackburn 
Rovers v Wigan Athletic at Ewood 
Park, and Fulham v Preston North 
End at Craven Cottage. 

10.00 Football on 5: Goal Rush. All the 
goals from the weekend’s games 
in Leagues One and Two, including 
Rochdale v Sheffield United, and 
Plymouth Argyle v Carlisle United. 

10.30 Conspiracy: Pearl Harbor Cover- 
Up. Suggestions of a cover-up in 
relation to the Japanese attack in 
December 1941, alleging it was 
actually masterminded by US 
president Franklin D Roosevelt. 

11.30 Criminals: Caught on Camera. (R) 
12.00 SuperCasino. 3.10 Inside Windsor 
Castle. (R) 4.00 The Cars That Made 
Britain Great. (R) 4.50 House Doctor. (R) 

5.15 Wildlife SOS. (R) 


DIGITAL 


BBC Four 

7.00 Indian Hill Railways 8.00 She- 
Wolves: England’s Early Queens 9.00 
Follow the Money 11.00 Top of the Pops: 

1 983 12.05 The Secret Science of Pop 

I. 05 Film: Janis: Little Girl Blue (2015) 

2.35 Queens of Soul 3.35 Close 
ITV2 

II. 10 Ant & Dec’s Saturday Night 
Takeaway 12.40 Take Me Out 1.55 The 
Voice UK 3.55 Film: Paul Blart: Mall Cop 
(2009) 4.55 FYI Daily 5.00 Film: Paul 
Blart: Mall Cop (2009) 5.45 Film: 
Kindergarten Cop (1990) 6.45 FYI Daily 
6.50 Film: Kindergarten Cop (1990) 8.00 
Scorpion 9.00 Film: American Pie 2 
(2001) 10.05 FYI Daily 10.10 Film: 
American Pie 2 (2001) 11.10 Family Guy 

12.35 American Dad! 1.05 Film: Wanted 
(2008) 2.05 FYI Daily 2.10 Film: Wanted 
(2008) 3.00 Teleshopping 

ITV3 

11.35 Lewis 1.40 Inspector Morse 3.55 
Agatha Christie’s Marple 6.00 Rosemary 
& Thyme 7.00 Midsomer Murders 11.00 
Carry On Forever 12.00 Wycliffe 1.05 
Marchlands 2.00 ITV3 Nightscreen 2.30 
Teleshopping 

ITV4 

11.00 The Car Chasers 12.00 Storage 
Wars: Texas 12.30 Live Darts: UK Open. 
Coverage of the second day at the Butlins 
Minehead Resort. 5.00 The Darts Show 

5.25 Pawn Stars 5.55 It’s Not Rocket 
Science 7.00 Live Darts: UK Open. 

Further coverage of the second day at the 
Butlins Minehead Resort. 11.00 Film: 
Jackie Brown (1997) 12.00 FYI Daily 
12.05 Film: Jackie Brown (1997) 2.05 
Minder 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

11.00 Rude(ish) Tube Shorts 11.15 Film: 
Alvin and the Chipmunks: The 
Squeakquel (2009) 1.00 The Goldbergs 

2.30 Black-ish 3.00 The Big Bang Theory 
5.00 Film: Mission: Impossible (1996) 
7.10 The Big Bang Theory 9.00 Film: 

Red (2010) 11.10 Gogglebox 12.15 
Celebs Go Dating 3.20 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 4.05 Rude Tube 4.30 Rude(ish) 
Tube 4.50 Revenge 
Film4 

11.00 Mr Popper’s Penguins (2011) 1.00 
The Chronicles of Narnia: The Voyage of 
the Dawn Treader (2010) 3.10 Spy Kids 
4: All the Time in the World (2011) 4.55 
Casper (1995) 6.55 X-Men (2000) Sci-fi 
comic-book adventure, starring Hugh 
Jackman. 9.00 The Rewrite (2014) 
Romantic comedy, with Hugh Grant and 
Marisa Tomei. 11.10 Stonehearst Asylum 
(2014) 1.25 Sorority Row (2009) 3.35 
Close 
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Robot Wars 
(BBC2, 7pm) 

New series. Dara 0 Briain and 
Angela Scanlon present the first 
group heat, with eight teams 
facing off through two group 
battles in the arena for a place 
in the grand final. A new twist 
on the format sees random 
house robots being sent to 
attack the competitors if they 
stray into the wrong part of the 
arena. Jonathan Pearce 
commentates on the action, 
while Professor Noel Sharkey, 

Dr Lucy Rogers and Professor 
Sethu Vijayakumar judge the 
operators' skills and select a 
victor in the case of an 
uncertain outcome. 



6.00 Breakfast. 7.30 Match of the Day. 
(R) 9.00 The Andrew MarrShow. 10.00 
The Big Questions. 11.00 Regional 
Programme. 12.15 Bargain Hunt. (R) 

I. 00 BBC News; Weather. 1.15 Homes 
Under the Hammer. (R) 2.15 Flog It! (R) 
3.15 Escape to the Country. (R) 4.00 
Songs of Praise. 4.35 Shop Well for 
Less? (R) 5.35 BBC News. 5.50 
Regional Programme. 

6.00 The Big Painting Challenge. 
Mariella Frostrup and Richard 
Coles present the show from the 
National Portrait Gallery, where the 
artists face two of their hardest 
challenges. Firstly, they have to 
produce a self-portrait, most of 
which seem to capture the subject 
looking afraid. They are then 
joined by sitters Angela Rippon 
and Floella Benjamin and 
challenged to capture their famous 
faces accurately on canvas. 

7.00 Countryfile. The team explores 
the South Downs. Helen Skelton 
discovers why dark skies are 
important for animals, John 
Craven visits the Bloomsbury 
Group’s rural retreat, and Matt 
baker meets a pony that is blazing 
a trail across the landscape. Tom 
Heap travels to Spain to get to the 
bottom of Britain’s vegetable 
crisis, and Adam Henson 
investigates new ways to stop 
cattle from roaming. 

8.00 Call the Midwife. DrTurner helps 
a couple whose daughter was born 
without limbs to have her fitted for 
prosthetics - but the experience 
provokes different reactions from 
her mother and father. 

9.00 SS-GB. Archer tracks down 
Spode, who confesses to 
murdering his brother, before 
going in search of the missing 
atomic bomb plans - but the 
resistance are still targeting him. 
10.00 BBC News. 

10.20 Regional Programme. 

10.30 Match of the Day 2. Mark 
Chapman reviews the day’s 
Premier League action, which 
featured Tottenham Hotspur v 
Everton at White Hart Lane, and 
Sunderland v Manchester City at 
The Stadium of Light. 

II. 35 American High School. A student 

whose father is in prison has 
developed his own business. 

12.20 The Celebrity Apprentice USA. 

1.45 Weather for the Week Ahead. 1.50 
BBC News. 



BBC2 


ITV 1 CHANNEL 4 


CHANNEL5 



6.30 A to Z of TV Gardening. (R) 7.15 An 
Island Parish. (R) 7.45 Around the World 
in 80 Gardens. (R) 8.45 Countryfile. (R) 
9.45 Saturday Kitchen Best Bites. 11.15 
Nigel Slater’s Dish of the Day. (R) 11.45 
Nigellissima. (R) 12.15 M0TD2 Extra. 

1.00 Triathlon. 2.30 Live Athletics: 
European Indoor Championships. Gabby 
Logan presents coverage of the third and 
final day from the Kombank Arena in 
Belgrade, Serbia, where medals are 
awarded in 11 events. The finals of the 
women's and men's 800m, 3,000m and 
4x400m relay will all take place on this 
concluding day, in addition to the 
women's 60m and long jump, plus the 
men's high jump and triple jump, and the 
conclusion of the heptathlon. With 
commentary and analysis from Steve 
Backley, Steve Cram, Colin Jackson, 
Denise Lewis and Paula Radcliffe. 

7.00 Robot Wars. New series. Dara O 
Briain and Angela Scanlon present 
the first group heat, with eight 
teams battling it out for a place in 
the grand final. With commentary 
by Jonathan Pearce. 

8.00 Top Gear. New series. Another 
helping of four-wheel features, 
including test drives and reports 
on the latest models, plus a 
celebrity taking to the show’s test 
track in Star in a Reasonably 
Priced Car. 

9.00 Special Forces-Ultimate Hell 
Week. The seven remaining 
contestants arrive in Australia for 
the final challenge, where they 
undergo training with the Special 
Air Service Regiment - but must 
first undergo a gruelling exercise 
to see if they are physically 
prepared for what is to come. 
Those that make it through this 
stage face tactical interrogation 
and an endurance race wearing 
weighted rucksacks. Last in the 
series. 

10.00 Film: London Road. (2015) 
Premiere. Ipswich residents’ real 
accounts of a series of murders 
committed in their neighbourhood 
are presented in song. Fact-based 
musical, starring Olivia Colman 
and Tom Hardy. 

11.30 Film: Papillon. (1973) A 
Frenchman imprisoned for life on 
Devil’s Island for a crime he did 
not commit makes a desperate bid 
for freedom. Fact-based drama, 
starring Steve McQueen. 

1.55 Taboo. (R) 2.55 Sign Zone: 

Question Time. (R) 3.55 Holby City. (R) 
4.50 This Is BBC Two. 


6.00 CITV: The Aquabats! Super Show! 
6.25 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.35 Dino Dan: Trek’s Adventures. (R) 

6.45 Sooty. (R) 6.55 Signed Stories: 
Share a Story. (R) 7.00 Oddbods. (R) 
7.05 Thunderbirds Are Go. (R) 7.30 
Scrambled! 7.35 Mr Bean: The Animated 
Series. (R) 7.50 Ultimate Spider-Man: 
Web Warriors. 8.20 Horrid Henry. (R) 

8.45 Teen Titans Go! (R) 9.05 Adventure 
Time. (R) 9.25 ITV News. 9.30 
Countrywise: Guide to Britain. (R) 10.00 
Peston on Sunday. 10.55 Gino’s Italian 
Escape: Hidden Italy. (R) 11.25 
Chopping Block. (R) 12.25 Who’s Doing 
the Dishes? (R) 1.30 ITV News; Weather. 

1.35 The Voice UK. (R) 2.50 Little Big 
Shots. (R) 3.50 The Chase. (R) 4.50 
Tipping Point. (R) 5.50 Regional 
Programme; Weather. 

6.00 ITV News; Weather. 

6.15 Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule. 
Madcap panel show presented by 
the comedian, who presides over 
two teams nominally tasked with 
saving the planet from any 
potential alien invasion. (R) 

6.40 Five Gold Rings. New series. 
Game show, hosted by Phillip 
Schofield, in which contestants 
compete to identify images on an 
LED floor while viewers can play 
along using the series app. 

7.45 The Voice UK. The second live 
knockout show, which sees three 
of Tom Jones’ acts eliminated, 
while the others go through to a 
place in the quarterfinal. Jennifer 
Hudson performs in the studio. 

9.00 The Good Karma Hospital. Lydia 
and Ruby visit a convent to make a 
seemingly miraculous diagnosis, 
but the treatment of a young nun 
and the senior doctor’s interfering 
attitude creates tension between 
them. 

10.00 ITV News; Weather. 

10.20 The Nightly Show Best Bits. New 

series. Highlights from the 
previous week. 

10.50 Peston on Sunday. Political 
magazine, presented by Robert 
Peston. (R) 

11.50 Premiership Rugby Union. Mark 
Durden-Smith and David Flatman 
present action from the 17th 
round of fixtures, including 
Leicester Tigers v Exeter Chiefs, 
Bath v Wasps, and Newcastle 
Falcons v Saracens. 

12.40 Jackpot247. 3.00 Chopping Block. 
(R) 3.50 ITV Nightscreen. 5.05 The 
Jeremy Kyle Show. (R) 


6.15 The King of Queens. (R) 6.40 The 
King of Queens. (R) 7.05 The King of 
Queens. (R) 7.30 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 7.55 Everybody Loves 
Raymond. (R) 8.25 Frasier. (R) 9.00 
Frasier. (R) 9.30 Sunday Brunch. 12.30 
The Simpsons. (R) 1.00 The Simpsons. 
(R) 1.30 The Simpsons. (R) 2.00 George 
Clarke’s Amazing Spaces. (R) 3.00 
Location, Location, Location. (R) 4.00 
Channel 4 News. 4.30 Film: Fantastic 
Four. (2005) Sci-fi comic-book 
adventure, starring loan Gruffudd. 

6.30 The Jump. The remaining 

contestants compete for a place in 
the final, battling it out in the air 
jump, an event that requires them 
to gain the most height during a 
ski jump. They then move on to 
the Giant Slalom - the fastest 
event in the competition, on a 
much longer and steeper course 
than previous slalom events. 
Presented by Davina McCall. 

8.00 Rivers with Jeremy Paxman. The 
presenter explores the Severn, 
Britain’s longest river, which flows 
through both England and Wales. 
Along the way, he explores the 
largest ship graveyard in the 
country, meets the last 
practitioners of an unusual form of 
fishing, and takes part in a coracle 
regatta. He finally reaches the 
source of the river, where he meets 
a local poet. 

9.00 Homeland. Carrie follows a lead, 
Saul meets an old friend, and 
Keane takes a stand. Starring 
Claire Danes, Rupert Friend and 
Mandy Patinkin. 

10.00 Gogglebox. Capturing the 

households’ instant reactions to 
what they are watching on TV from 
the comfort of their own sofas. (R) 
11.00 8 Out of 10 Cats Does Countdown. 
Jimmy Carr hosts the words-and- 
numbers quiz as Sean Lock and 
Henning Wehn compete against 
Jon Richardson and Victoria Coren 
Mitchell. (R) 

12.00 Film: Broken City. (2013) A New 
York private eye hired to find out if the 
mayor’s wife is having an affair discovers 
a web of political corruption. Crime 
thriller, with Mark Wahlberg and Russell 
Crowe. 2.00 The Last Leg. With Rob 
Delaney and Sharon Horgan. (R) 2.55 
Under Lock and Key. The stories of 
families whose loved ones are locked 
away in hospitals. (R) 3.50 Phil Spencer: 
Secret Agent. A pink property in 
Southend-on-Sea. (R) 4.45 Kirstie’s 
Vintage Gems. (R) 


6.00 Milkshake!: Peppa Pig. 6.05 Peppa 
Pig. (R) 6.10 Milkshake! Monkey. (R) 
6.15 Milkshake! Bop Box. (R) 6.20 Paw 
Patrol. (R) 6.30 Bob the Builder. (R) 6.45 
Fireman Sam. (R) 6.55 Rupert Bear. (R) 
7.05 Oily the Little White Van. (R) 7.10 
Wanda and the Alien. (R) 7.25 Little 
Princess. (R) 7.35 Paw Patrol. (R) 7.50 
Blaze and the Monster Machines. (R) 
8.20 Noddy: Toyland Detective. (R) 8.35 
Ben and Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 8.50 
Shimmer and Shine. (R) 9.20 Peppa Pig. 
(R) 9.30 Peppa Pig. (R) 9.40 Ben and 
Holly’s Little Kingdom. (R) 9.50 Teenage 
Mutant Ninja Turtles. (R) 10.25 Football 
on 5: The Championship. (R) 11.20 
Football on 5: Goal Rush. (R) 11.50 
Film: The Fifth Element. (1997) 2.10 
Film: Spies Like Us. (1985) 4.10 Secrets 
of the National Trust with Alan 
Titchmarsh. (R) 5.10 Cruising with Jane 
McDonald. (R) 

6.05 Inside Windsor Castle. 

Documentary marking the 
centenary of the Windsor dynasty 
by examining the history of the 
royal residence over the past 80 
years, beginning with the fire of 
1992.(R) 

7.00 Inside Windsor Castle. A look 
back at the series of events that 
shaped the monarchy between 
1936 and 1952, using dramatic 
reconstructions and an 
extraordinary archive of film. (R) 
8.00 Nightmare Tenants, Slum 
Landlords. New series. Cases 
include a woman with rental 
arrears of almost £3,000 after 
renting a house out, and a team 
investigates poor living conditions 
above a Birmingham shop. 

8.55 5 News Weekend. 

9.00 The Bruce Forsyth Story: From 
the Palladium to the Palace. New 
series. A look back at the 
entertainer’s 75 years in showbiz, 
featuring candid interviews with 
Forsyth and contributions from 
biographers, colleagues and 
famous fans. 

10.30 An Audience with Bruce Forsyth. 

The versatile veteran entertainer 
reveals his many talents in a feast 
of song and dance before a VIP 
audience, who quiz him about his 
remarkable career. (R) 

11.35 Bruce Forsyth’s Comedy Heroes. 
The entertainer discusses his 
favourite comics. (R) 

12.35 Peter Kay: The Early Years. (R) 

12.55 SuperCasino. 3.10 Secrets of the 
National Trust with Alan Titchmarsh. (R) 
4.00 When Kids Kill: Catfish Killer. (R) 


BBC Four 

7.00 Sound of Song 8.00 Kiri Te Kanawa 
at the BBC 9.00 Film: The Hunt (2012) 
10.50 Sound Waves: The Symphony of 
Physics 11.50 Every Breath We Take: 
Understanding Our Atmosphere 12.50 
Timeshift: Hurricanes and Heatwaves- 
The Highs and Lows of British Weather 

1.45 Mumbai High: The Musical 2.50 Kiri 
Te Kanawa at the BBC 3.50 Close 

ITV2 

11.45 The Voice UK 1.00 2Awesome: 
2Awesome 1.05 2Awesome: Guidance 

I. 40 2Awesome: Fame High 2.05 
2Awesome: Third Wheel 2.30 
2Awesome: LA Story 2.50 You’ve Been 
Framed! Gold: Top 100 Holidays 3.50 Ant 
& Dec’s Saturday Night Takeaway 5.25 
Film: King Kong (2005) 6.25 FYI Daily 
6.30 Film: King Kong (2005) 9.00 Ibiza 
Weekender 10.00 Family Guy 11.30 
American Dad! 12.30 The Cleveland 
Show 1.25 Ibiza Weekender 2.20 
Teleshopping 5.50 ITV2 Nightscreen 
ITV3 

12.45 Film: The Belles of St Trinian’s 
(1954)1.45 FYI Daily 1.50 Film: The 
Belles of St Trinian’s (1954) 2.35 
Inspector Morse 4.55 Agatha Christie’s 
Marple 6.55 Midsomer Murders 9.00 
Tonight at the London Palladium 10.00 
Carry On Forever 11.05 Film: Carry On 
Camping (1969) 12.05 FYI Daily 12.10 
Film: Carry On Camping (1969) 12.55 
Inspector Morse 2.45 Wycliffe 3.40 May 
the Best House Win 5.25 ITV3 
Nightscreen 

ITV4 

12.45 Live Darts: UK Open. The quarter¬ 
finals at the Butlins Minehead Resort. 
5.00 Pawn Stars 5.55 Fishing Impossible 
7.00 Live Darts: UK Open. The semi¬ 
finals and final at the Butlins Minehead 
Resort. 11.00 Film: Born to Raise Hell 
(2010) 12.00 FYI Daily 12.05 Film: Born 
to Raise Hell (2010) 12.55 The Football 
Mavericks 1.55 1 Want That Car 2.45 
ITV4 Nightscreen 3.00 Teleshopping 
E4 

12.00 The Jump 1.40 Film: Step Up 
(2006) 3.40 The Goldbergs 5.05 The Big 
Bang Theory 7.00 Film: Unstoppable 
(2010)9.00 Marvel’s Agents of SHIELD 
10.00 Film: The Grey (2011)12.15 
Celebs Go Dating 2.20 Marvel’s Agents of 
SHIELD 3.05 Gap Year 3.55 Hollyoaks 
Film4 

II. 00 The First Film (2015) 1.25 Hugo 
(2011) 3.50 Carry On Behind (1975) 5.35 
Ice Age: Continental Drift (2012) 7.15 
Johnny English (2003) 9.00 Mr Turner 
(2014) 11.55 Cheap Thrills (2013) 1.40 
Wrong Turn at Tahoe (2009) 3.30 Close 
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FILM CHOICES 


MONDAY 

Gl Joe: The Rise of Cobra, Channel 5,11.05pm 

When a powerful experimental weapon is snatched by 
a mysterious terrorist organisation, two of the soldiers 
guarding it are recruited into a top-secret military 
strike force. As they go in search of the stolen 
technology, they uncover a plot by its creator to take 
over the world. Action adventure, with Channing Tatum 
and Sienna Miller. (2009) 

TUESDAY 

Deadly Pursuit, Channel 5,3.15pm 

An Alaskan wilderness guide visits a friend in LA, 
where he meets and falls in love with a well-off city 
girl. She clearly feels the same because when he 
returns home, she decides to follow him - only to 
come up against his ex-girlfriend and a sinister drug 
operation. Romantic thriller, starring KC Clyde. (2015) 

WEDNESDAY 

Two Wrongs, Channel 5,3.20pm 

Nurse and single mother Sarah struggles to balance 
her work and home life, but her worst nightmare is 
realised when her daughter Lauren is abducted while 
walking home alone from school and she faces a 
moral dilemma if she is to save her child. Thriller, 
starring Gillian Zinser. (2015) 



Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
_ Pearl, Friday, BBC1,10.35pm _ 


THURSDAY 

Perfect Life, Perfect Lies, Channel 5,3.15pm 

Four young women meet up at a school reunion, 
where they unearth a time capsule in which they 
buried their deepest, darkest secrets. Inside the box is 
a revelation that unlocks the mystery of a tragic death 
10 years earlier. Thriller, starring Kacey Clarke. (2016) 


FRIDAY 

Pirates of the Caribbean: The Curse of the Black 
Pearl, BBC1,10.35pm 

A buccaneer and a blacksmith commandeer a British 
ship and set sail in pursuit of a pirate captain who has 
kidnapped a colonial governor’s daughter. However, 
their quarry and his crew are under a curse that turns 
them into living skeletons - and makes them 
impossible to kill. Swashbuckling fantasy adventure, 
starring Johnny Depp, Orlando Bloom, Keira Knightley 
and Geoffrey Rush. (2C 


Harry's new series 
is out of this world 


O nly a fevered imagination 
such as that belonging to 
Harry Hill could come up 
with the format of this extraordinary 
show. 

Each week, two teams of celebrity 
guests are presented with an 
unusual task - to find a way of 
saving Earth from invasion and 
possible destruction by rogue aliens. 

Often, when such a threat is 
depicted in a science fiction TV show 
or film, the extra-terrestrials seem to 
think they can take over the planet 
because humans are either a 
pushover or not worthy of their 
consideration - Hill wants to prove 
we’re neither of those things by 
finding items that prove we are all 
good fun and therefore should be 
saved. 

Along the way there are lots of 
gags, sketches and special guests 
who look on as amusing items are 
put forward for Hill’s perusal - he 
ultimately decides what should be 
included in the Fun Capsule, and the 
more a team manages to have 
submitted, the more likely they are to 
win the game. 


“It’s great to be back on ITV with 
an all new format that finally tackles 
the problem of an imminent and 
prolonged war with space aliens, by 
proving to them that us humans are 
really a lot of fun to hang out with!” 
grins the comedian. 

The channel’s comedy 
commissioning editor Saskia 
Schuster adds: “We’re really excited 
to have Harry back on ITV, and we’re 
confident that the human race will be 
safe in his hands with this brand new 
panel show packed with laughs, 
silliness and of course, fun.” 

The keyword when it comes to this 
series is certainly ‘silly; but while 
some may think it’s a derogatory 
term, it’s actually used in its most 
positive sense here. 

The world is a dark and scary 
place at the moment, and sometimes 
being able to forget our woes by 
just being plain daft is a wonderful 
thing, so Hill should carry on the 
good work as long as is humanly 
possibly! 

Last week’s opening edition was 
both bonkers and hilarious in equal 


measure, and there’s no reason to 
think that this one won’t be either. If 
anything, this week’s promises to be 
even better thanks to an appearance 
by Kathy Burke; she rarely pops up 
on TV these days, so when she 
does, you know it’s for something 
both close to her heart and worth 
tuning in for. 

Although she has appeared in 
many dramatic roles, Burke remains 
best known for her comedy 
appearances alongside Harry 
Enfield, as well as Absolutely 
Fabulous, Gimme Gimme Gimme 
and Walking and Talking, a sitcom 
based on her own teenage 
experiences. 

It’s quite a coup to have tempted 
Burke back to TV - we suspect she 
may be a fan of Hill’s and so keen to 
work with him. 

She will be joined on the show by 
celebrity chef and TV personality 
Ainsley Harriott (will Percy Pepper 
and Susie Salt make it into the 
capsule? Stranger things have 
happened), comedian Joe Lycett and 
morning talk show host Lorraine 
Kelly. 



Harry Hill’s Alien Fun Capsule, Thursday, ITV, 8.30pm 



MONDAY 

Mutiny 

Channel 4,9pm 

New series. Nine men recreate a voyage by William 
Bligh in 1789, when he and his loyal crewmen 
crossed 4,000 miles of the Pacific Ocean from 
Tonga to Timor after being cast adrift from HMS 
Bounty by mutinying seamen and left for dead. 

SAS: Who Dares Wins chief instructor Anthony 
Middleton is in charge of a crew of eight made up 
of sailors and complete novices, attempting the 
journey in a replica 23ft open wooden boat, with 
similar equipment and the same rations of food and 
water that Bligh’s men had. Continues tomorrow. 

TUESDAY 

The Secret Life of the Zoo 
Channel 4,8pm 

At Chester Zoo, Rothschild giraffe Tula is a week 
overdue after a 13-month pregnancy. But keepers 
are anxious that history could repeat itself - she 
gave birth to a stillborn calf last year. Cameras also 
follow this year’s brood of penguin chicks. They are 
about to face the ordeal of joining the main pool, 
where they must compete for fish with the adult 
penguins. And baby silvery gibbon Eko learns how 
to swing between ropes - 50 feet up. All the keepers 
can do is watch anxiously from below. 


WEDNESDAY 

Hidden Restaurants with Michel Roux Jr 
Channel 4, 8pm 

It seems that for some chefs it’s not quite enough to 
serve up new and unusual dishes - they want their 
restaurants to be out of the ordinary as well. In this 
new series, Michel Roux Jr is going in search 
of some of Britain’s esecret’ eateries, which 
are hidden within some truly remarkable 
locations. He’s hoping the visits will 
inspire him as he creates a three-course ( J 
menu for his own hidden restaurant, The 
Oast House. He begins in the south-west, 
where he ventures into a forest before 
checking out a floating cafe that is only 
accessible by boat. It turns out there are so * y 
many of these hidden gems, Michel 
needs help finding them all, so he 
also recruits Freddy Bird, who once 
transformed a dilapidated lido in 
Bristol into a restaurant, to check out 
some other unlikely venues, including 
a Latin American ‘bustaurant’. 


The House That £100K Built 
BBC2, 8pm 

Surgeon Gabriel Weston 
investigates the most complex 


and mysterious part of the human body, the brain, 
meeting with extraordinary people with seemingly 
superhuman abilities. Dr Weston meets Derek, a 
man who was suddenly able to play piano after a 
head injury, and Paul, who has a hereditary genetic 
condition which means he can’t feel pain. This 
episode also explores the recent developments in 
k technology that allow doctors to identify if 
patients who they believe to be in a vegetative 
\ state are in fact conscious and aware. 

THURSDAY 
Crufts 2017 
Channel 4, 8pm 

Clare Balding presents further 
coverage from the world’s 
largest dog show at 
Birmingham NEC, where 
a packed programme 
includes judging of the 
Terrier and Hound 
groups and 
i highlights of the 
Agility and Flyball. 
Clare also meets 



Hidden Restaurants with Michel Roux Jr, 
Wednesday, Channel 4, 8om 


last year’s Crufts 
winner Devon, 
who is 



competing in the Eukanuba World Challenge - a 
league of nations-style competition for top winners 
from different countries. Kate Beavan and Nim Patel 
team up to talk about dog health and welfare, Iwan 
Thomas reports on dog socialisation, and there’s an 
appearance from cat-detection dog Molly. 


FRIDAY 

The Gadget Show 
Channel 5,7pm 

Actor, presenter, voiceover man, comedian, DJ, 
poet and jungle inhabitant - is there anything Craig 
Charles cannot turn his hand to? For the next 12 
weeks Charles will anchor the revamped Gadget 
Show from its new studio base in Birmingham. 
Tonight, the show’s other new host, tech journalist 
Georgie Barrat, kicks off a series-long challenge in 
which she endeavours to see if gadgets can 
improve the performance of Monkey Tree FC - 
an amateur football team hovering near the bottom 
of Division Two of the East Midlands Public 
Authorities League. Jon Bentley finds out how 
snappy Samsung’s new 360 camera is by testing it 
out at a ‘wall of death’, filming motorcycles whizzing 
round a circular vertical wall at 40mph. Finally, Craig 
inboxes a brand-new Nintendo Switch, the much- 
hyped new games console, just one week after its 
worldwide launch. 


USE YOUR LOFT! 



Access your loft safely and 
easily with Bison loft stairs. 

A “gas” strut mechanism 
requiring just fingertip control 
makes opening and closing your 
loft stairs exceptionally easy. 

• Fully manufactured by us 
in the Midlands 

• Free Survey 

• ‘Bison’ loft ladders, 
only available from us 

• Full 4 year parts 

& labour guarantee 

• The only product available 
with a safety handle in 
the loft 

• Fitted in approx 2 hours 
(including making the 
opening larger) 

• : Now available in white 
no painting required* 

• : Now complete with 
“comfort” feet to protect 

w carpets and wooden floors. 



: Long Safety Side Handles* 


We also fit loft flooring, lighting 
and roof windows. 

All major credit cards accepted 


theloftJ^stairs company 

The Loft Stairs Company, Unit 60, Atcham Industrial Estate, Shrewsbury SY4 4UG 

Visit our website www.theloftstairscompany.co.uk 

Freephone 0800 389 1281 
or mobile friendly 01743 761499 


GSR 


GAS SERVICE 
& REPAIR 


BOILER REPAIR SPECIALIST 

• Landlord/Home-owner 
Gas Safety Checks • 

BOILER SERVICING AT 

£45.00 inc. VAT 

For more info call Roger on: 

07974653770 01384 413446 

or visit website: 

www.blackcountryboilerrepairs.co.uk 

_ _ FERROLI VAILLANT 
TSf WORCESTER MAIN 

ideal P0TTERT0N 


BAXI 


BIASI 



Packages, Marble Suites, 
including Gas/Electric Fire 

£499 - £899 



Marble Fireplaces 
Solid Wood 
Surrounds Made 
To Measure 


' Valor Centre 
' Flavell 

' Portway Stoves 
' Broseley Stoves 


' Elgin & Hall Stockists 
' Gas Stoves 
' Electric Stoves 
' Solid Fuel 


Please don’t forget us. We are open for business as usual. 

Parking is still available off road and also to the side of the shop 


OPENING TIMES: Mon ■ Fri 10.30am ■ 4.00pm, Sat 10.00am ■ 4.00pm Sun Closed /GAS , 

/safe 


I HIGH OAK, PENSNETT, DY5 4LA 01384 262622 


Many fireplaces / stoves on display 





WORLD OH 

MOBILITY 


t 


We have a selection of New and Used Scooters 
Stairlifts fully installed, new riser recliners, new 
wheelchairs and a large selection of daily living aids 

We also do servicing and repairs! 


FREE PAIR OF SANDPIPER 
SLIPPERS WITH EVERY RISER ~ 


iy 


SLIPPERS WITH EVERY RISER 
RECLINER PURCHASEDit&csappiy) 


01384 378252 FttiWtOtC «t w 

IKIrvUIUn AtNkti 11nrVf|f OWIR 





Classified 

Advertising 

Works! 


To advertise your business call 01902 319 191 
































































BRAIN GYM No.418 


Codeword 


Each number in the grid represents a different letter of the 
alphabet and every letter of the alphabet is used. Use the 
given letter(s) to the right of the main grid to start you off. 


14 


2 


15 



Double Crossword 


Choose either quick or cryptic clues - both 
fit the same grid. 


Cryptic Clues: 

Across 

6. Sole reinforcement 
(7) 

7. Fish appears to be 
off! (5) 

9. Animal found 
in decreasing 
numbers (3) 

10. Holder of the post 
(6,3) 

12. He tries to prevent 
ill-feeling among 
the crew (5,6) 

15. Injury for which 
there is no earthly 
cure (6,5) 

17. Eats in bar, 
perhaps, but he 
won’t drink in one 
(9) 

19. Howl for a type of 
rum (3) 

21. Silly Annie gets 
confused (5) 

22. Go ahead and give 
someone money 
(7) 


Down 

1. Certain to jump (5) 

2. Close finish (3) 

3. Asbestos should 
contain it (4) 

4. They’re a blend of 
the main races (9) 

5. Its strength can be 
shown by proof (7) 

8. The artist’s sitting 
room (6) 

11. It may give an 
edge to the news, 
possibly (9) 

13. Wan friend takes 
cover(6) 

14. Get together - for 
getting in the 
harvest (7) 

16. Game that may 
come alight? (5) 

18. A boy naturally 
opposed to the 
current trend (4) 

20. He’s had plenty of 
time to insulate the 
boiler (3) 



Down 

1. Confute (5) 

2. Acquire (3) 

3. Heal (4) 

4. Stand for (9) 

5. Include (7) 

8. Vanquish (6) 

11. Made by hand (9) 

13. Numbness (6) 

14. Unfeeling (7) 

16. Hail (5) 

18. Trouble (4) 

20. Fitting (3) 


Quick Clues: 

Across 

6. Income (7) 

7. Advance (3,2) 

9. Purchase (3) 

10. Solemnize (9) 
12. Association (11) 
15. Calligraphy (11) 
17. Dilatory one (9) 
19. Attempt (3) 

21. Haste (5) 

22. Seer (7) 


Sudoku 
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Fill in the grid 
below so that 
every column, 
every row and 
each of the 3x3 
boxes contains 
all the digits 
from 1 to 9. 


LAST WEEK’S 
SOLUTIONS > 
215171311181619)4 
6495 7231 8 
8_J__3__4__6__9_ _7__2__5 

538926471 
791 8 3 4 2 5 G 

4 2 6 1 5 7 9 «Tt3 

372685149 
965241837 
1 8 4 7 9 3 5 6 2 


LAST WEEK’S CROSSWORD SOLUTIONS: 
CRYPTIC - Across: 7 Made to measure; 

8 Interred; 9 Item; 10 Chilli; 12 Latest; 14 Spiced; 
16 Mishap; 18 Odes; 20 Comedian; 22 Get on 
together. Down: 1 Pawn shop; 2 Reveal; 3 Four; 
4 Pendulum; 5 Assist; 6 Free; 11 Indicate; 

13 Seafarer; 15 Custom; 17 Sedate; 19 Diet; 

21 Magi. 

QUICK - Across: 7 Temperamental; 

8 Funereal; 9 Role; 10 Barrel; 12 Cleave; 

14 Lessen; 16Tubing; 18 Pair; 20 Timorous; 

22 Supplementary. Down: 1 Regulate; 2 Appear; 
3 Urge; 4 Implicit; 5 Untrue; 6 Wail; 11 Lengthen; 
13 Vanguard; 15 Stripe; 17 Berate; 19 Abut; 

21 Meek. 


Quiz 


1. From which post did John Profumo 
resign in 1963? 

2. Who wrote the allegory The Pilgrim’s 
Progress? 

3. In which country are the Pampas 
Plains? 

4. Which bird is called the chickadee in 
America? 

5. Of what is agaric a type? 


6. By what name do we know Michel de 
Nostredame? 

7. What is a quebracho? 

8. Which sport contests the Pilkington 
Cup? 

9. 


Last week’s solutions: 

Quiz: 1 Inuits; 2 Sir Anthony Hopkins; 

3 USA and Great Britain; 4 Click beetle; 

5 Puma; 6 George Foreman; 7 Canada; 

8 Franklin D Roosevelt; 9 Italy; 10 Anatoly 


Niner 


Each number from 1 to 9 represents a different letter. Solve 
the clues and insert the letters in the appropriate squares to 
discover a word which uses all nine letters. 

6347 gives a bird, 

9728 gives a second bird, 

651172 gives a third bird. 


band Ugly Rumours in the 70s? 

Karpov. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10. What tvoe of bird is a condor? 

Niner: DOVETAILS 











New look at British Queen, 
but same brilliant service 



The revamped beer garden, complete with play equipment and smoking area 



The refurbished interior of the pub Some of the fine cuisine available 


Commercial feature 

What are you looking for in 
a proper local? Could it be 
quality beer, at the some 
of the lowest prices in the 
area, combined with friendly, 
attentive service? Well look no 
further than the British Queen 
in Birmingham Road, Oldbury. 

Newly-refurbished and with 
an outside play area in the very 
attractive beer garden - which 
includes a smoking area - the British 
Queen has become a favourite haunt 
for many people who like a nice pint 
as well as top pub cuisine. 

With draught and bottled beer, 
cider, wines and spirits on offer as 
well as tea or coffee, there is plenty 
to accommodate every drinker’s 
taste. 

Atmosphere 

Among the British Queen’s menu 
masterpieces are the very popular 
barbecue sizzlers and curries, sea 
food and vegetarian meals, to eat in, 
or even take away, if customers need 
to get back home. 

And the friendly atmosphere inside 
means that there is a warm welcome 
for all, with live football matches 
screened to tempt fans of the 
beautiful game, both on Sky Sports 
and BT Sports, not to mention 
cricket, rugby, darts or snooker, 
depending on what is on at the time. 

There is a pool table and jukebox 
to provide further entertainment 
and our chefs are professional, with 
extensive experience in the trade. 

In fact all the staff are intent 
on maintaining the Queen’s fine 


reputation, which has been established 
over 11 and a half years of tenure for 
the current owners - whose ethos 
has always been to take care of the 
customers. 


So for nice, clean seating inside and 
out, a friendly atmosphere, some of the 
best beer, quality food and service, why 
not try living it up in right royal style at 
the British Queen? 



Curries / Mixed Grills / Vegetarian Friendly 


Function Room Available to seat 40 people 


The British Queen 

Sports Bar & Restaurant 


Opening Hours - Monday 


2* W F ri 


Thursday 4pm - 1 lpm 


iFriday - Sunday^^pm^Late 




LLEW 


* 






Follow us on Facebook @BritishQueenKitchen 
133 Birmingham Road, Oldbury 


Telephone: 07743 933112/0121 544 7792 
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Oily’s at the Genting on Thursday, March 23 
and our hearts are skipping a beat at the very 
thought of it. The Ticket’s here to help you enjoy 
your date with the Troublemaker giving you the 
lowdown on all the best places to be... 


A real Gent - where would 
Oily go before a big night out? 


LUXURY LAYOVER 


Splash out and make a night of it and stay at the 
recently opened Genting Hotel right on site. Prices start 
from £97 to £297 so it’s up to you if you go a little crazy 
on a room or completely wild in a snazzy suite. With bars, 
restaurant and a spa you could even make a weekend of 
it. If it’s a night with the girls, enjoy some treatments and 
make yourself beautiful before you see Oily in action and 
then dream about him later as you slumber in style. 


Simple supper or fancy food, whatever 
m tickles your tastebuds there’s a dining 
destination to be found at Resorts World. 

But where would Oily go? We reckon he’d 
be up for a quick bite at TGI Friday’s, with its 
American inspired fodder, it’s grilling stuff. Think 
Chicken wings, Cajun shrimp, Jack Daniel’s 
sesame mushroom strips and pulled pork 
sundae washed down with a bottle of Bud. 


CHEAP SLEEPS 


If you’re strapped for cash then save your pennies 
by catching your zzzs at the Premier Inn which is a 
25-minute walk away from the Genting. From only £35 
a night it won’t stretch your budget leaving you some 
spare cash for drinks and if you’re a really big fan, any 
Oily merch from the gig. If he spots you in an I ‘heart’ Oily 
T-shirt he may well ask: “Dance With Me Tonight!” 


WHERE TO PARK 


Driving to the gig? Then there’s loads of space to park 
right by the arena. Even better, if you pre-pay, you can 
avoid the queues at the payment kiosk and get to your 
seat a little bit quicker. No chance of you missing the 
support act either. 


There’s no point waiting around feeling at a loose 
V end before it’s show time, Oily’s a cheeky chappy and 
I he’s sure to be first up for a bevvie or two. 

Head to the The World Bar where there are more 
than 40 craft beers on offer from ales and stouts to 
lagers and even beer cocktails. 

Fancy a Jewellery Porter with a complex taste of coffee, 
chocolate and toffee with a delightful array of subtle fruit 
notes? 

h Yes please, we’ll drink to that. 


ON TRACK 


If you fancy a few drinks or don’t want to be stuck in 
traffic jams before or after the gig, then there’s no need to 
drive. Trains run direct to Birmingham NEC from across 
the region making it easy peasy to get there on time. 


Choose a top West End show 
from our fabulous selection... 


42nd Street, Aladdin, Annie, An American in Paris, Bat out of Hell, Beautiful, 
Dreamgirls, Half a Sixpence, Les Miserables, Mamma Mia!, Matilda, Motown, 
The Phantom of the Opera, School of Rock, Stomp, The Girls, 

The Lion King, Wicked and more...! 


2 days, by coach 

“"£149.*. 


Saturday Night 
London Theatre 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 


4 STAR 


Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with full English breakfast 

✓ A ticket for a Saturday evening performance of a TOP West End Show from our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 


View product online at www.omega-holidays.com/GMC979 

Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


THEATRE 

TICKET 

TO A SHOW OF 
YOUR CHOOSING 


2 days, by coach 

*""£159-. 


London Theatre Weekend 
with Evening Meal 

Selected Saturday departures throughout 2017 

Price Includes... 

✓ Overnight stay at a 4 star hotel within 20 miles of central London with 3-course evening meal 
and full English breakfast 

✓ A show ticket for a Saturday matinee performance of a TOP West End Show from 
our fabulous selection 

✓ Free time in London 


Single room supplement £30pp. Subject to availability. 


PILLOW TALK 


TRAVEL LIGHT 


Your Chronicle 

in association with 


Return coach travel from Dudley, Halesowen and Stourbridge 


Hand picked holidays with yoi 


llABTA 


siiifr 


TO CHOOSE FROM 


Quote Code: GMC979 


Quote Code: AAF108 


For more information 
or to book, please call: 


OPENING TIMES: MON-FRI 8.30-19.00 
SAT 8.30-16.00 SUN 10.00-16.00 

Organised by Omega Holidays pic, ABTA V4782. 


01902 902165 


iiOmegaHols OmegaHols 


OmegaHols 
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PROPERTY 


YOUR WEEKLY 
GUIDE TO HOME 
BUYING AND 
LETTING 


Modern well 
presented second 
loor apartment 

A modern well-presented second floor apartment, 
46 Wellspring Gardens in Dudley lies close to town 
with access to surrounding centres and Merry Hill. 

It is for sale through Wakeman at £89,950 with no 
upward chain. 

The property has deceptively spacious 
accommodation with uPVC sealed unit double 
glazing and gas fired central heating. 

The apartment is secure and low maintenance and 
would be ideal for a first-time buyer or an investor, 
said a spokesman for the selling agent. 

The accommodation - with a telephone entry 
system - comprises an entrance hall with a radiator, 
entry phone and a built-in cupboard off and a lounge 
with a radiator, a window and a French window 
opening to a Juliette balcony. 

The kitchen area has a stainless steel single drainer 
inset sink top, base cupboards with a skirting fan 
heater, wall cupboards, a drawer unit, work surfaces, 
an Electrolux electric oven and gas hob with extractor 
hood over, an integrated AEG fridge and freezer, a 
Zanussi dishwasher and Zanussi automatic washer/ 
dryer and a window. 

Bedroom one faces the front of the development. 

It has a radiator, a built-in mirror door wardrobe and 
window. Bedroom two also lies at the front of the 
apartment’s layout, having a radiator and a window. 

The bathroom has a panelled bath with a shower 
over and a shower screen, a pedestal wash hand 
basin, low level WC, radiator, extractor fan and part- 
tiled walls. 

Outside, there is communal access to the flat with 
a mail box, communal bin store and an allocated 
parking space. 

If you are thinking of selling your home, then 
Wakeman Chartered Surveyors and Estate Agents in 
Dudley offer a free market appraisal, in order to give 
you advice on the marketing and asking price for your 
home. 

All viewings are arranged through their offices 
and they make every endeavour to obtain viewing 
feedback and report this to you. 


DUDLEY £89,950 




He's sold 


Turn to your local estate agent to sell your property and you will be SOLD ON: 

• Professional accredited local agent service 

• Free valuation 

• Local area knowledge 

• Adverts in local newspapers, online and office window display 

• Registered house hunters 

• Solid marketing advice to help you sell fast 

If you are thinking of selling, look no further than the estate agents in these pages for the best local advice available. 


Publishers of Express & Star and Shropshire Star 


MNA Media 
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Hicks Hadley 


hickshadley.com 

0121 585 6667 


Halesowen Office Lettings & Property Management 



HALESOWEN, Haden Hill Road£795 pcm+Fees 
• ••PHOTOS TO FOLLOW»»» This recently refurbished 3 
bedroom semi-detached house which has been done to a very 
high standard. Ideally located close to Halesowen Town Centre 
features 2 lovely reception rooms, modern fitted kitchen, upstairs 
there are 2 double bedrooms & 1 single, modern fitted family 
bathroom w itl^howei^rivewa^oi^aj^^arag^PCJBC 


HALESOWEN, Mendip Road£750 pcm+Fees 

A spacious 3 bedroom semi detached home on the Squirrels Estate 
in Halesowen/Hayley Green, being double glazed and centrally 
heated throughout. Being located on this popular estate the 
property would make an ideal family home and has accommodation 
to comprise a reception hall, lounge, dining kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
parking andjajgg^AINIMUIV^O^T^AC^^IO^TH^^PC^^ 



HALESOWEN, Stourbridge Road£750 pcm+FeesI 

NOT BE TO MISSED! A recently refurbished 3 bed semi located ini 
central Halesowen. The property features open plan rear lounge, bayl 
windowed front reception room, modern kitchen, utility room and I 
downstairs w.c. Upstairs there are 2 good size doubles and a small I 
single ideal for nursery or a study, bathroom with shower over ‘P’l 
shaped ba ti^js^enefit^hare^drivewa^oi^ehicle^PC^J 



HALESOWEN, Hurst Green Road£750 pcm+Fee: 
A lovely large terraced home in this popular area of Hurst 
Green featuring 3 good size bedrooms, also an additional 
loft room for storage only, spacious lounge, kitchen/dining 
area, modern house bathroom with shower, downstairs w.c, 
d rivewa^oi^/^ar^^mgert^ioU^^Tiissed^PC: 




CRADLEY HEATH, Grange Road£650 pcm+Fees 
Deceptively large and not to be missed. This lovely end 
terrace house is close to Old Hill and Old Hill Train Station. 
Featuring 2 reception rooms, lovely kitchen, downstairs WC, 
3 good size double bedrooms and 1 single bedroom, house 
bathroom with shower, driveway for 2 cars and small private 
rear aarder^PC^t^ 


LYE/WOLLASCOTE, Spring Street£625 pcm+Fees 
Detached 2 bedroom period house. At the end of the cul-de- 
sac is access to Wollascote park, and shops close by. This 
lovely property features front lounge and rear lounge with 
feature fireplaces, well fitted kitchen with fridge freezer, 2 good 
size bedrooms & a downstairs modern bathroom with shower. 
Longj^j^as^naintenanc^ar^erufl/itlueai^arkinc^PC^ 



HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Park Road£625 pcm+Fees 
A modern semi detached house on the number 9 bus route to Halesowen, 
Stourbridge and Birmingham. Having been completely re-decorated and new 
laminate downstairs and new carpets upstairs. Briefly comprising: Lounge, 
kitchen/dining area with white goods, rear garden, 2 bedrooms, master with 
en-suite toilet and sink, a further house bathroom with shower, gas central 
heating, d oubl^jazing^ai^iri^oj^/^ar^nh^mami^^arag^^PC^~ 


OLDBURY, The Hawthornes”, Hagley Road West£595 pcm+Fees 
A 2 bedroom 1st floor flat located in this very desirable 
location with bus links to Birmingham City Centre, fitted 
kitchen, nice sized lounge, 2 double bedroom, bathroom with 
s h o we r joarkinc^ngai^PC^^C 


HALESOWEN, Cobham Road£595 pcm+Fees 

Well presented 2 double bedroom mid terraced house situated 
in this popular residential location being in walking distance of 
Halesowen Town Centre. This property benefits from 2 reception 
rooms, 1 with dining area & patio doors leading to rear garden, 
kitchen, downstairs bathroom with shower, 2 double bedrooms, 
double alazina and aas central heatinq. EPC: E 



ROWLEY REGIS, Winwood Road£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished semi detached family home in a popular 
location, close to the M5 J2 and Blackheath Town Centre. 
Featuring 3 bedrooms, double glazing, gas central heating, 
2 reception rooms, fitted kitchen, house bathroom with 
shower, front and rear gardens and driveway parking for 2/3 
cars. EPC: C 


ROWLEY REGIS, Habberley Road£575 pcm+Fees 
This unfurnished mid terraced home is located close to local 
shops, Rowley Regis Train Station and minutes away from 
J2 of the M5. Briefly comprising of 3 bedrooms, spacious 
lounge, fitted kitchen, utility room, house bathroom with 
shower, double glazing, gas central heating, rear garden. On 
road Darkina. EPC: TBC 



ROWLEY REGIS, Mincing Lane£575 pcm+Fees 
An unfurnished traditional 3 bedroom semi detached house 
popular location, which is ideal for local shops, bus 
links and the M5 J2. This family home features entrance 
hall, lounge, dining room, fitted kitchen, upstairs bathroom, 
front & rear gardens, gas central heating and double glazing. 
EPC: C 


HALESOWEN, Foxhollies Drive£575 pcm+Fees 

A modern semi detached property in cul de sac location. A 
short distance from Halesowen and the number 9 bus route, 
this home features a lovely living room, fitted kitchen, 2 good 
size bedrooms, modern bathroom with ‘P’ shape bath and 
shower, garage, driveway for 2 cars, front and rear gardens. 
EPC: C 


HALESOWEN/COLLEY GATE, Ladysmith Road£550 pcm+Fees 
A beautiful mid terrace house in a sought after area for Colley 
Lane Primary School, local shops and bus links to Halesowen, 
Stourbridge and Birmingham. This house features 2 reception 
rooms, modern fitted kitchen, 2 good size bedrooms, family 
bathroom with shower, double glazing, gas central heating, 
rear oarden^^mgert^ioU^^Tiissed^PC^^^^^^ 



CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, Clifton Street£550 pcm+Fees 
Within walking distance to Old Hill shops and local train 
station. A well presented unfurnished modern mid terrace 
house benefits from gas central heating, lovely living room, 
fitted dining kitchen, 2 double bedrooms, bathroom with 
shoyyeyeayader^^llocate^arkin^gace^PC^^ 



ROWLEY REGIS, Powke Lane£495 pcm+Fees 

Deceptively large and well worth a viewing. This 1st floor 
apartment features a good size double bedroom, spacious 
lounge, large kitchen, huge bathroom with a separate shower 
cubical, parking to the side of the property and also within 
walking distance to Blackheath Town Centre. EPC: F 



DUDLEY, Attingham Drive £495 pcm+Fees 

An unfurnished 2nd floor apartment close to Dudley Town 
Centre. Featuring an open plan lounge/dining kitchen with 
fridge freezer and washing machine, 2 bedrooms, bathroom 
with a shower, electric storage heating, double glazing, alarm, 

allocate^arf(in^PC^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ M 


«< 
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CRADLEY HEATH/OLD HILL, King Street£435 pcm+Fees 
A wonderfully unfurnished ground floor flat within walking 
distance to Old Hill shops and train station. This property 
comprises of a light and airy living room, fitted kitchen, 1 
double bedroom and shower room. Benefits include electric 
storage heating, communal gardens, allocated parking. EPC: 
TBC 



STOURBRIDGE/LYE, High Street£375 pcm+Fees 
In the Centre of Lye which is ideal for buses, shops and Lye 
Train Station. This spacious 2nd floor apartment features a 
lovely lounge, 1 double bedroom, bathroom, modern and 
contemporary kitchen/ diner, electric heating, double glazing, 


KIDDERMINSTER, Bewdley Road£350 pcm+Fees 

A modern 1st floor studio apartment situated close to 
Kidderminster Town Centre and around the corner from 
Kidderminster Hospital. Featuring a combined lounge/ 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric cooker, white bathroom 
suite with shower, gas central heating, double glazing. EPC: 
TBC 



LYE/STOURBRIDGE, Eagle House, Flat D High Street£285 pcm+FeesI 
A 1st floor studio apartment in the centre of Lye Town, also! 
close for Lye Train Station. Featuring a combined lounge/I 
bedroom, fitted kitchen with electric cooker, shower room,! 
electric heater, shared laundry room, parking at rear, private) 
communal area with seatinc^PC: E 


PROPERTY 




Modern one-bedroomed flat available to buy now 


This one-bedroomed flat for sale 
in Jockey Fields, Upper Gornal, 
Dudley, is a modern first-floor 
property in an established 
location. 

Also having a study/nursery room, 
it is for sale through Wakeman at 
£65,000. 

Its accommodation briefly 
comprises an entrance hall, a 
landing, a living room, a kitchen, 


UPPER GORNAL 
£65,000 

bedroom one, a study/nursery room, 
and communal grounds. 

In more detail the property can be 
found midway between Sedgley and 
Dudley, being convenient for a wide 
range of amenities. 


The flat has good-sized double 
glazed and gas centrally heated 
accommodation. In more detail the 
kitchen has a stainless steel sink 
unit with a base cupboard, work 
top surface, wall cupboards and a 
gas fired central heating boiler. The 
landing has an airing cupboard and 
a built-in cupboard. 

For further information contact 
Wakeman on 01384 459999. 



Well-presented 
family home 
on a large 
corner plot 


CRADLEY HEATH 
£250,000 


This well-presented modern 
detached home in Dorothy 
Adams Close, Cradley Heath, 
lies on a large corner plot in 
a cul-de-sac. 

It is for sale through Hicks 
Hadley at £250,000 with 
no chain. It has a spacious 
lounge/dining room, a dining 
kitchen, a utility, a downstairs 
cloakroom/WC, four good- 
sized bedrooms, an en-suite, 
family bathroom, a double 
garage, off-road parking, 
a rear garden, gas central 
heating and double glazing. 

The living room has a bay 
window and a feature fireplace 
and laminate flooring and an 
archway to the dining area with 
French doors to the garden. 
The dining kitchen includes an 
integrated cooker with hob and 
French doors to the garden. 

Contact Hicks Hadley on 
0121 585 6667. 
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Automotive 


Decorating 


Why Pay Main Dealer Prices? 


1 Motor Body Work Specialists 
1 Insurance Approved 
1 From a minor bump to major repairs 
1 FREE local pick up and delivery 
1 FREE estimates and written quotes 


30 Years Experience 



We also supply a car and van to none fault or insurance cl 
Web: www.crosswaysmotorbodies.co.uk 
email: crossways1@btinternet.com 




www.harrisonsdecoratingservices.co.uk 


HARRISONS 


Station Road, Old Hill, Cradley Heath, B64 6PL 


D H Household 
Maintenance 


All building maintenance 
and DIY work undertaken 
All areas covered 

0121 422 8594 
07985 548466 


CARPENTRY 

SERVICES 

ROBERT CHESNEY 

CARPENTERY / JOINERY 
KITCHEN FITTING SPECIALIST 
ALL CARPENTERY WORKS 
ROOFS / DOORS / LOCKS 
DECKING SPECIALIST 
CALL NOW FOR A FREE QUOTE 



PAINTING & DECORATING 

Commercial 6-Residential Work Undertaken 

• Painting • Tiling • Kitchens 

• Paperhanging • Flooring • Bathrooms 

Call Nick: 07792865975 

nkharrison@btinternet.com 
Fully Insured - Quality Finishing - Reasonable Rates 


Carpentry 


MJD Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

Special discounts for OAP's 
Free Quotes - Fully Insured 
Commercial Work Undertaken 
No job too small 
Give Mick a Call 
Tel:07889923896 
Michael.J.Downing@hotmail.co.uk 


:0 


0121 421 6740 
07779746939 

M 

M 


1 



DAVID ADAMS) WHIM 


Haa 


ARPEHTRY | 


Doors, loft conversions, laminate 
flooring, UPVC windows & doors 


30 years experience 


0121 602 1450 
07885 417812 


CLEANCARE 

Carpet & Upholstery 
Cleaners 


Fully Trained 
Insured 

Est:over 12 years 
Friendly service 
For free quotes 
Call 

(07816) 817744 
Tel:0121 503 0854 


HALESOWEN 

DECORATORS 

Painters & 
Decorators 




OAP DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE 
10% OFF with this advert 

Residential and 
Commercial work undertaken 

CALL 07860 206713 
0121 602 0966 

halesowendecorators@gmail.com 


PAINTER & 

DECORATOR 

Professional and reliable 
Fully insured 
O.A.P Discounts 

For a free 
quote call Carl 

0121561 1881 
or 07532 200591 



Double Glazing 


Computers 


NEED ADVICE ON COMPUTING? 

• All PC Problems Resolved • Software & Hardware Installed 
• Virus & Spyware Removed • PC Health Checks 
• Home Network Implemented • Internet Connections Installed 

DONT BE FOOLED INTO THINKING YOU NEED A NEW PC \ 

Call: 0121 422 7646 or: 07970 846 552 
JUDR@P PC SUPPORT __ 

email: support@judrap.com www.judrap.com 


v! 


CD 
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Misted Sealed Units? 


Hack (Emmtry (glazing 


Contact US for a HIS quote! 

Manufacturers 
& Installers of 
windows, doors & 
conservatories 

'A' Rated Windows as Standard 

10 YEAR GUARANTEE 


Please see our customer reviews 
on either Homepro or Which 

^ / £wesuui eJJflclent u/irul&uAb A A 

w w that wont coil the ea>UU S S 

Station Street, Cradley Heath, B64 6AJ 

Q 01384 566100 

mt www.blackcountryglazing.coni EL 

n Morten certasG |fensa| ^ 
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Driveways 


Flooring 


DISCOUNT 

DRIVEWAYS 


Block Paving and Tarmac 
Drives • Paths • Patios 
Slabbing • Red Tarmac 
Car Parks 

5 Year Guarantee 
On All Work 

Free Quotations and Advice 

Tel: 01384 79900 • 07583170190 
www.discountdriveways.co.uk 



AttuMbwi 


Quality Doors 
& Hardwood 
Flooring 


V.O'N.. 

pp ' c£ J 


ffrtsatfiea,! 



Dudley Road, Oldbury, Birmingham, West Midlands, B69 3DA 
T: 0121 533 5428 F: 0121 544 7186 E: birmingham@laver.co.uk 


Gardening 


* ACE PAVING SERVICES LTD * 


City and Guilds Streetworks Approved 

• Tarmacing • Concrete Imprint • Block Paving and Patios 
• Landscaping • Streetworks • Curb dropping • Turfing 

• Fencing and Decking • Power Washing • 5 year guarantee 
FREE estimate »15 years experience • Fully insured • Resinbond Drives. 

01384847115 I 01217692193 I 07448031419 

Web:wwwacepavingservicesltd.co.uk 
Email:acepavingservices@outlook.com 
Cradley Enterprise Centre, Maypole Fields, 

Halesowen B63 2QB Gull 


Cressage Paving 


Specialists in: 

Block Paving,Tarmacing, 
Landscaping, Gravelling, 
Patios, Forecourts, 
Fencing and Driveways 
All Groundwork undertaken 


FREE WRITTEN QUOTATION 


Mini Digger & 
Driver available 


01384 944032 
Mob: 07879 073702 

www.cressage-group.co.uk 


MBOelectric 


All domestic and commercial 
electrical works undertaken 
Home rewiring from £800 

For a high quality 

local service call: » 



JDC 

Driveways 
& Patios 


Tarmac, Block Paving, 
Turf Laying, Gravelling, 
Fencing, Drainage and 
Pressure Cleaning 



Free quotation 
No obligation 

01384 466950/ 
07944883248 

www.jdclandscapes.co.uk 


Roberts Guttering 
Services 

• Supply and fit uPVC soffits 
and fascias 


• Local specialists in dry 
verge systems 

• Call Robert for a FREE quote 

07767 869 792 


Fencing 


LBTFencing 



types of quality 
fencing supplied 
& erected 
Pius decking, 
stabbing & 
block paving 
QUO 


Tel: 0121 585 9992 or 07884 344616 

www.lbtfencing.co.uk 


ROWAN TREE & GARDEN SERVICES LTD 


Tree Surgeon Specialist *Stump Grinding/Root Removal 
Hedges Pruned/Shaped *Jungles Cleared/Full Landscapes 
fencing Turfing *Concreting *Driveways & Patios 
*Plus Much More Call Now For a No Obligation Quotation 

www.rowangroup.co.uk 
01384 213644 or 07733 226568 


AGE CONCERN & Local Authority Contractor, N.P.T.C. qualified, 
Public Liability Insurance (£5 million) All staff C.R.B. Certified 

PART OF THE ROWAN GROUP OF COMPANIES 


Re-Shape Landscapes 

• Driveways 

• Block Paving/Tarmac 

• Brickwork 

• Patios 

• Natural Stone Paving 

• Sleeper Walls 

• Fencing, Decking, Gates 

• Turfing/Artificial Grass 

• Ground Clearance 

For a FREE Estimate Contact: 
RE_Shapelandscapes@yahoo.com 
Tel: 0121-602-2727 07818119453 
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Gardening & Landscaping Services 

Including: • Tree Lopping • Hedge Cutting 
• Lawn Mowing • Fencing & Slabbing 
• Low Maintenance Landscaping • Gardens Cleared 

FULLY INSURED • OAP DISCOUNTS 



R & S Gardens 

• All garden work undertaken 
• Hedges and lawns cut 
• General tidy and rubbish removed 
• Garden landscaping and 
fencing work 

Telephone: 07851 323303 


Halesowen Chronicle Thursday, March 2, 2017 
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Mot’s 
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with tl 
FREE 

Green Garage, unit 2 

(rear of Gold Cue Snooker Club 

0121 55S 

OT 

7.99 

iis advert 
RE-TEST 

la Station Road, 

), Blackheath, B65 OU 

16001 



Plastering 


C.A. Plastering 

For competitive quotes on all your refurbishment 
needs on plastering, boarding, overboarding, 
partitions, re-skimming and artex covering. 


DH PLASTERERS 


I 


FROM boarding, 
skimming, patching 
and repairs TO 
complete rooms 





Plumbing 


OUSEHOLD 

L U M B I N 

(General Plumbing and Bathrooms) 

A All installations and repairs /^est^ 
c Supply and fit or fit only 



TIDY, MODERN APPROACH. REGISTERED PLUMBER 
No job too small. Friendly service. Free advice and quotes 

v Tel: Neil 07968 786449-0121-602 6776 A 
V—www.houseSiold-plumbing.co.uk— 


Plumbing & Heating 


Gas Safe registered 120506 



Get your boiler serviced 
and ready for winter . 

Special Offers: 
Now On! 


Have you had 
your boiler/fire 
^checked for Carbon; 
Monoxide?? „ 


Insulation, repairs and services on boilers, 
fires and cookers 

Install A band condensing boiler with 
free wireless room stat from £1250 

Ex British Gas with 30 years experience 


1 


Kni ght Gas 

Heating & Plumbing 

Central Heating/Boilers 
Fires and Cookers 
Installation and Repair 
All Plumbing Work 
Landlords certificate 

FREE QUOTES 

Call Gary on 
0121550 3424 or 
07715 082113 


KEN PERRY 

Plumbing & Heating Engineer 

Gas Fitting, Boiler Servicing 
and Immersion Heaters, 

Multi Point Water Heaters, 
Landlord’s Gas Certificates, 
Boilers changed 

Guild of Master Crafstmen 
Gas Safe Registered 

STOURBRIDGE 392284 


JC 

RE-UPHOLSTERY 
SERVICES 

Specialists in 

Re-upholstery, Repairs and 
Antiques 

CONTRACT & DOMESTIC 

No Job Too Small 

FREE ESTIMATES 
Choice of patterns 
Quality Workmanship 

t* Blackheath 

0121 561 3977 daytime 
3r 0121 561 2344 evenings after 6 pm_y 



Slating, Tiling, New Roofs, Flat 
Roofs, Chimneys, Guttering, Ridges, 
Flashings, uPVC Fascia Cladding 

FREE ESTIMATES • FAST RELIABLE SERVICE 

Over 30 years experience 

© 0121 420 1582 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 

Mobile Number: 07947 839451 
allweatherroofingwestmids.co.uk 
allweatherroofinguk@outlook.com 


ROOFING SERVICES 


• Gutters Cleaned From £15 

• Small Repairs From £15 

• Pointing Work From £15 
SPECIAL OFFERS 

on all UPVC Fascias, Gutters, 
New Roofs/Slate Tile & Felt 
and Garage Roofs. 

- Rubberised flat roofing 

- Flat roof specialist 

- Insurance work undertaken 

- Est 25 years 

- Discounted for OAPs 

- Exterior Painting 

FREE QUOTES AVAILABLE 


WLLL LiL 
CSlEKULKlE 



Home: 01384 872276 
Mobile: 07584 081228 
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L.G.H. ROOFING SERVICES 


• Flat felt roofing • Tile, slate repairs — 

• Pointing, guttering, uPVC fascia Z 

Free estimates - Written guarantee ^ 
SPECIAL RATES FOR OAFS ~ 


Tel: 0121-556 4833 or 07944 326002 


ELITE^nASTicS 


•Fascias • Sofits • Dry Verge 
•Pointing • Gutter Cleaning And Repair 
Premium Products Expertly Fitted 
With Full Manufacture Guarantee. 

For A Free Quote call 
01384 468831 / 07985 575865 

www.eliteplasticsupvc.co.uk 



Property Maintenance 


DLH Property Maintenance 



»Interior/Exterior Painting Decor 
» Render/Repointing Brickwork 
» GRP Flat Roof Fibre Glass Systems 
» Jet Washing/Driveways/Patios, 
Re-Sanding/Sealing 
»All General Property 
Maintenance Undertaken 


Direct Line: 


07788 628517 



I.C.A. TILING SERVICES 

Walls, floors, bathrooms, kitchens and conservatories. 

Ceramic, porcelain, mosaics, slate, 
marble and all natural stone. 

FULL BATHROOM INSTALLATION AVAILABLE 

Quality workmanship at competitive prices. 

Fully insured. Portfolio available. 

For a free quote call Ian on 
01384 412796 or 07890 894631 




Floor and Wall Tiling 


Ceramic, Porcelain and Natural Stone 

Walls • Roots • Bathrooms • Kitchens • Conservatories 

All work undertaken • Call Tony for a free quote 


01214224116/07961604632 



Buy and 
sell with 

ClassifiedsAds 




1. Visit our 

ClassifiedAds website 

www.classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 



2. Call our Classified sales 
team on 01902 317 878 

L_ J 


f 



3. Self Serve - 
Create your own advert 
in print and online - visit: 

bookanad.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 

BUY LOCAL, SELL LOCAL 


Brought to you by Express & Star 



































































































ClassifiedAds 


Buy Local, Sell Local 


funeral directors 


N.E.DOWNING 
(Blackheath) Ltd 


Independent 
family run 
Funeral Directors 
24 hour service 
Halesowen 
0121 422 2794 


www.nedowning.co.uk 


masons 


Halestone 

^Memorials 



Family 



MOBILITY SCOOTERS from £350 
can deliver, servicing available. 
Call: Powerlink, Blackheath 01384 
255019/07831 246292. 

WREKIN STAIRLIFTS recondi¬ 
tioned lifts from £799. New avail¬ 
able. 01952 405397/07897 273617 



L Leisure 
Time 



We Want Your 
Motorhome 

Finance Cleared 
Fast Secure Payment 
Top Prices Paid 

Please Call 

AEG on 01384 848439 or 
Lee Jinks on 07740 895448 
www.aegmotorhomes.co.uk 


BK BLUEBIRD HOLIDAY 
STATIC CARAVAN 

35 x 12, 2-bed, on 11 month 
park with club house in 
Stourport-on-Severn. 
£5,850. 

07774 252992 

07810*044813 


LUNA CLUBMAN 2010 Great condi¬ 
tion, fixed bed, end bathroom, 
central heating, fridge, microwave, 
digital TV. £11,000. 07921 287613. 



LUNAR 462 


1998, two berth, model LX2000 
with Powertouch Mover, plus 
Towsure Porch Awning. Ready 
to go. Serviced June 2016. 


£ 2,200 


Phone 01902 893055. 


STATIC CARAVAN HR74PN. 

Immaculate 2 bed holiday home on 
12 months park with stunning 
views. £5,995 ono. 07751 795298. 


V.W. TRANSPORTER 
CAMPERVAN X 82 4-BERTH 

MoT. Last of the air cooled. 2.0. 
Cooker. Fridge. Pop up roof. 
Needs TLC. 

£1,750. 

07724 346850. 



WANTED 
ALL CARAVANS 

Any age or condition 
Also motorhomes wanted. 
TOP PRICES PAID 
Immediate collection. 

CALL THOMAS 
07717 280 996 



FISHING TACKLE WANTED 

anything considered. New or Old 
01902 754011 or 07931 568716 



LUXURY HOLIDAY HOME for Sale 
on 5* Park, DG, CH, bar & restau¬ 
rant. Child & pet friendly, 20 acres 
walking woodland £24,995 inc 
2017 site fees Call 01568 708 326. 







OVAL ITALIAN dining table, 6 
chairs, 2 are cavers, £100. 01902 
721494 after 6pm. 



DOG KENNEL and run, 5 months 
old, 6ft high x 6ft deep, x 4ft wide, 
£200 ono. Buyer to dismantle and 
collect. 0121 520 7125. 

WESTWOOD SI 3 petrol ride on 
lawn mower, 30” cut with roller and 
collector brush, cost £1500 will 
accept £450 ono. 07969 609539. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 


ALL GOLD 9CT £300 PER OUNCE 
CASH PAID TODAY 

No amount is too small 
A GENUINE LADY BUYER 

All Beswick • Doulton • Worcester Moorcroft 
•Lladro • Old coins 

• WATCHES • COSTUME JEWELLERY 
• Diamonds and Gold Coins • Clocks • Paintings 
•ALL SILVER* All Oriental Items 
Pre‘47 silver coins All war medals etc 
ANYTHING OLD & INTERESTING 

01922 495066 or 07971 783206 


READERS ARE ADVISED to care¬ 
fully consider all of their options 
before agreeing to the sale of any of 
their items. 

SPECTRUM GAMES Wanted, plus 
any Spectrum 128k +2 computer 
wanted also any old Crash maga¬ 
zines wanted. 01902 892918. 


A BEST CASH PRICE 



FOR ALL RAILWAY 
COLLECTIONS 
Any gauge or age 

Hornby/Bachmann/Bowmans/ 
Roundhouse/Graham/Farsh/ 
any live steam. Also Die Cast, 
Corgi, Dinky, Spot On. 

01384 836219/07891 713547 
thetrai nmaster67 @ 
hotmail.com 





AERIAL AND TV SPECIALIST 

Any TV Repairs, Plasma, LED etc, 
CCTV cameras supplied & fitted. 
Any area. Free Estimates. 7 days. 
Digital aerials, Sky installation. Wall 
mounts/TV setups. 07850 330251. 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 

RESULTS 


♦ 



“TV Link are really 
pleased with their 
response from 
their Classified 
Campaign” 


Bill-TV Link 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 



aerials 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“I am very pleased 
with the response 
I get from my 
Classified 
Advertising 
Contract” 

Steve - 

AA Digital Aerials 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


A AERIAL AND SKY SPECIALIST 

CCTV cameras fitted/tv wallmount, 
free quote/any area. 07850 330251 




\ 

alarms/security 

V___ 


PREMIER 

ALARMS 

Supplied and Fitted £195 
Servicing and Repairs 
12 Months Warranty 
All areas covered 
All quotes beaten! 

Call: 0121 601 9791 


> 

building services 


DAVIES & SON BUILDERS 

Over 35 years experience in the industry 

All aspects of building work including: 
Extensions, loft conversions, roofing, 
driveways & landscaping. 
Discounts ottered. 

01902 579592/07837 994465 

"N 

^ building supplies 

QUALITY DOORS AND HARD¬ 
WOOD FLOORING @ low prices. 
Call Arnold Laver 0121 533 5428. 

carpentry & ^ 

^ joinery 

B & S JOINERY Six internal pre¬ 
primed doors fully fitted from £370. 
0121 5322672 or 07958 552625. 

1 fencing 


mPORTWRg 
V FENCING 

SPECIAL OFFER 

10 Bays of quality fencing, concrete posts, 
gravel boards £695 

Heavy duty panels supplied & fitted. 

0121 531 5250/07866137 656 
Mon - Fri 8am - 4.30pm ^ . 1 JITTTJ 

Sat 8am -12noon ArVnW»! 

83 Portway Rd, W'bury 

Sandwell Stone & Fencing 

For the supply and fit of fencing and 
slabbing. Delivery available. See website 
for details. 

0121 544 7883 

sandwellstoneandfencing.com 

sandwellstone@virginmedia.com 

gardening ^ 

^ services 

GARDENS TIDIED from £5 per 
garden. 25 years experience. Call 
01902 713106 / 07813 184086. 

N 

gas fitting 


READERS ARE ADVISED 
To check that anyone 
carrying out any Gas work 
is Gas Safe Registered. 

It is an offence under the Gas 
Safety (Installation and Use) 
Regulations 1998 to can y out 
gas work in the UK without 
being on the Gas Safe Register. 


\ 

plastering 

v _ 


M & S PLASTERING & BUILDING 

Services. Home/Garden Improve- 
ments.MarkorSara: 07741 770897 

STEVES PLASTERING SERVICE 

Clean and Reliable, All Work 
Undertaken, All Areas. Call 
0121 567 5919 / 07977 262943. 


\ 

removals 

v_ 


CALL DEAN NOW: For all your 
Removal needs. 07429 453209/ 
01902 830870 / 01384 940260. 


KT HOUSE REMOVALS 

12 years experience. 

SINGLE ITEMS TO FULL LOADS. 
LOCAL OR DISTANCE. FULLY INSURED. 

Free Quotes - Call Ric on: 

07771 727119 


. 'N 

roofing 


STORMFtX UK 



Single Garage from £799 
Double Garage from £1,399 


07720 607822 0800 535 3168 

Email: stormfixuk100@gmail.com 

www.stormfixuk.co.uk 


MG ROOFING Flat roofs, tiling, roof 
repairs, fascias and gutters. Call 
01902 238989 / 07580 465449. 

skip hire 


CLASSIFIEDS 

DELIVERS 



“Thanks to 
our Classified 
advertising in the 
Express & Star we 
are really busy! 

It definitely 
works for us!” 

Grinsells Skip Hire. 


For great business 
results call 

01902 319 191 


ClassifiedAds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


WafflJggjSMBEIEB 


Sir7©SSS3 

All size skips and all areas covered 
Same day delivery faster than a phone call!!! 

Open 7 days a week 

97929 88 57 74 or 91384 24 99 56 




Pets & 


l Animals 



ALL READERS are advised to 
check if Horses have the required 
Passport information. 



NOTICE TO ADVERTISERS 

Advertisers must ensure that 
they meet all necessary legal 
requirements for owning and 
using guns. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Please be aware that when 
purchasing a puppy there are 
some simple guidelines you can 
follow to ensure that you are not 
purchasing from a Puppy 
Farmer: 

1. Try to ensure you visit the 
puppy whilst it is still with it’s 

Mother. 

2. Do not arrange to collect a 
puppy from any other location 

than that of the breeder. 

3. Ensure that you are given any 
KC documentation, if pedigree. 
Whilst Midland ISTews 
Association publications take 
great care to avoid publication 
of advertisements from Puppy 
Farmers we cannot accept any 

liability should readers 
purchase from this kind of 
establishment. 



Business & 
L Farming 



READERS are recommended to 
take appropriate professional 
advice before entering any obli¬ 
gations. 
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Motoring 





BMW 3 SERIES 2.0 
320D M SPORT 


Two door Coupe, 2011,11 reg. 
Automatic with paddle shift. 
Xenon lights, 19ins low profile 
tyres, red/black leather, rear 
privacy windows. High motor¬ 
way mileage but not for BMW. 
Must be seen. Competitively 
priced by private seller. 
SOLD 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


CITOREN Cl 

11 reg 

Low mileage 
MoT, group 1 insurance. 
Excellent condition. 

£1,895. 

07432 010478. 


LOW MILEAGE 


CITROEN C2 
VTR 

PETROL 

AUTOMATIC 

2008. 

15,500 miles. 
MoT’d. 

Blue metallic finish. 
£2,495. 
07890 508896. 



HONDA JAZZ l-VTECH ES 
CVT 


Automatic petrol, 62 plate, 
27,000 miles, full MoT, fsh. 
Sale due to bereavement, 
£ 6 , 200 . 

07719 869469 or 07877 
205863. 



HYUNDAI ilO ACTIVE 

2013.16,000 miles. Black. 

E/W. Air bag. Air Con. 
FSH. MoT. Met Paint. C/L. 
One owner. PAS. 

One year warranty remaining. 
Excellent condition. 
£3,995 ono. 

07815 468783. 


MUST BE SEEN 


MINI COOPER S 

2004/54 plate, six speed, grey, 
half leather, CD, air con, 
alloys, 

new discs and pads, 

MoT October, HPi clear, 
clean car, 

£2,500, 

07546 779139. 


4X4 


RANGE ROVER VOGUE 


2006,11 months MoT, 102,000 
miles, in good condition, with 
SD design aero kit. 


£9,000 ono. 
07581 454773. 


LOW MILEAGE 


RENUALT CLIO INITIALE 
1.6 VVT111 

2006. 5 door. Hatchback. 
Champagne. Leather interior. 
Alloys. Tinted windows. Climate 
control. Cruise/ Speed control. 
E/W, E/M, CD radio. 36,000 
miles. MoT’d. FSH. Rare 
model. 

£2,750. 

01384 401209/07739 837137. 



VW PASSATT 
HIGHLINE TDi 1051.9 

2008. 

Gleaming Black. 

68,000 miles. 

MoT. Fully loaded. 
Full leather. 

£4,150. 

07913 981460. 



ADVERTISERS ARE 
REMINDED 

that the Business Advertise¬ 
ments (Disclosure) Order of 
1977 requires that advertise¬ 
ments must clearly 
differentiate between Private 
and Trade. 



FIAT IDEA 1248CC DIESEL 


05 Reg, MoT’d May, 
good condition, 
EW, CL, drives well. 

£1,199 ono 
07453 046600. 



5dr Hatchback. 
FSH, 03 plate 
6 months MoT 
Lady owner 
Excellent condition. 


£450. 

01902 893582. 


LOOK 


FORD FOCUS 1.6LX 

16v, silver, 2003, 53 reg, 5 
door, hatchback, c/I, pas, e/w, 
alloy wheels, CD player, a/c, 
120,000 miles, fsh, MoT May 
2017, very good condition, 
drives excellent. 

Bargain £495. 

Telephone 07515121289. 


FORD FOCUS LX 
1.8 W REG 

6 months MoT. 
Good reliable car. 
Clean interior. 

£350 ono. 
07960 737875. 


MUST BE SEEN 


FORD FOCUS ZETEC 

1600, 55 plate, 3-dr. 
Petrol, blue, 12 months MoT. 
Recent service history. 
Alloys, factory fitted CD. 
Front and rear heated screens, 
time belt done. 

£850 ovno. 

07870 241804. 


BARGAIN 


FORD MONDEO 2.0 GHIA 

2004 plate, 84k, 
same owner last 4 years, 
Blue, 

Long MoT. 

£500. 

07913 981460. 



HONDA ACCORD 
AUTO V-TEC 


100,000 miles, green metallic, 
electric windows, long MoT, 
central locking, pas, sunroof, 
alloys, year Dec 2000, X reg, 
very reliable run around. 

£300. 

SOLD 


LOW MILEAGE 


HONDA CIVIC 1.4 

Y reg., one lady owner from 
new, genuine 48,000 miles. 

SOLD. 



KIA RIO 


2004. 44,000 miles. 5dr. Silver. 
ABS. Air Con. Long MoT. PAS. 
Stereo. CD. Recent cam belt 
change. Drives lovely, cheap to 
run, Reliable. 

£850 ono. 

07462 766144. 


- *mmm 



NISSAN MICRA 

2002. 71k miles. 
5 months MoT. 
Good runner. 

£450 ono. 
07826 778384. 


NISSAN MICRA 1.3, 1998, 49,950 
miles, 6 months MoT, blue metallic 
paint, central locking, sunroof, 
alloys, CD. £600. 01384 232586. 


MUST BE SEEN 


PEUGEOT 108 ACTIVE 

2015 (65 reg), 2,778 miles, 
purple, 5-dr, 1.0, careful lady 
owner, no tax, very economical, 
low insurance. 

Excellent condition, as new. 
MoT till Dec 24, 2018, 

manufacturers warranty 
expires Dec 24, 2018. 

recently serviced 

£6,600 ono. 

01384 385663. 
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01902 317878 | classifiedads.expressandstar.co.uk 


ClassifiedAds 


MANY EXTRAS 


PEUGEOT 206SE 

2005, 5dr, 1997 HDi, service 
history, £130pa tax, full MoT, 
blue, good condition, drives 
superb, AC, climate, four 
electric windows plus extras, 

£1,050 ono. 

07847 628131. 


BARGAIN 


RENAULT LAGUNA ALIZE 

2000, 5-dr hatchback, sun roof, 
electric windows, CD player, 
new tyres, tow bar, very reliable 
Family/work car, 

MoT April 2017. 

£650. 

01746 764455. 07772 836066. 



ROVER 211 

2000, 26,000 Miles, Petrol, 
Red, air bag, FSH, PAS, alarm, 
MoT October 2017, Stereo, 2 
owners from new 

£750 ono 
01384 355969 



SUZUKI IGNIS SPORT 


2004 reg, 75,000 miles, 1.5L, 
two previous owners, Silver, 
abs,12 months MoT, central 
locking, pas, Alloys, CD, 
Recaro Seats, Great Condition 
£800 ono. 

07402 867767, 


BARGAIN 


SUZUKI LIANA 

1600cc, 2002, 5dr hatchback, 
petrol, silver, owned by lady 
past 2 years, approx 75,000 
miles only, MoT Sept 2017, new 
battery, good reliable car. 

£395 ono for quick sale. 

07528 072920 

After 6pm Monday to Friday. 
Anytime Weekends. 


IDEAL 
FIRST CAR 


VAUXHALLCORSA 

2003 

1 . 2 , 

99,000 miles 
5dr 
Silver 
FSH 

12 months MoT. 

£550 ono. 
07591 440263. 



VW POLO 1400 


Full MoT, silver, good runner / 
condition inside and out, 
radio/CD, alloys. 


£675 ono. 


01902 862610. 



WANTED, CLASSIC Cars. Private 
cash buyer.Instant cash settle¬ 
ment. Any age. Any condition. 

01630 652993 or 07773 462797. 


CLASSIC CAR 


MGBGT, 1968 

Yellow, 38,000 genuine miles, 
part restoration by last owners. 
Valued @ £7,000. 
Genuine reason for sale. 
MoT Sept 2017. 

Sell for £4,500 ono. 

For more information call 
07801 062339. 



OUR ADVERTISERS are reminded 
that it is an offence under the Scrap 
Metal Dealers Act 2013 to buy 
scrap cars/metal for cash. 


ABC AUTO SALVAGE 
WANTED URGENT 


Scrap & MOT Failures Best 
Prices Paid ELV Registered 
Spares Always Available 

0121 557 0800 or 
0121 557 0400. 


Oldbury Area. 



alan reed cars 

Used cars wanted for cash 
Top prices paid. HP settled. 
Buyer could call. 

01562 711083 / 
07831 245313 

CROWN MOTORS guarantee best 
price for your unwanted cars/vans. 
07903 549849, buyer will call. 



Property 





NOTICE TO READERS It is an 

offence under the Accommodation 
Agencies Act 1953, for an Agency 
to charge a fee simply for the regis¬ 
tration of your requirements and/or 
supplying particulars of premises to 
let. 

ROOMS NETHERTON Refurbished 
with Parking. From £85 pwk Single, 
£95 pwk Double inc bills. No DSS. 

07970 717139 or 07940 116130. 



SINGLE BUILDING plot, Bradmore, 
planning permission for Bungalow. 
£45,000. Exchange considered. 
07774 898966. 01902 747180. 



NOTICE TO READERS 

Readers are advised to seek 
independent legal advice before 
entering into any financial commit¬ 
ments. 


SELL IT 

FAST 

SELL IT 

LOCAL 

01902 317878 



■■■Seiryour HOUSE - SIMPLE 

You agree the price, we buy the house. 

• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 


• NO AGENTS FEES • COMPLETION TO SUIT YOU 

• FREE SOLICITORS • ANY HOUSE, ANY CONDITION yrV 


LLL 24/7 


www.black-countryhomes.co.uk 


WiWKHilW 


FOR YOUR • Legal Fees Paid 

JSI 


HOUSE • Any Condition 


• Guaranteed Offer 

* RepOSSeSSiOnS him liftiir 

stopped house ii 



L) J ±J±j 

Lines open 24 hours a day 7 days a week subject to terms 



K 

WE BUY ANY HOUSE 


pilIK 

A run by women 


PrivateO) 


• NO Fees* a 

• Any property • Repossessions stopped 

• Any condition • Deceased estates 

• Free confidential 


vesto 


We are looking for houses in your area. We will 
take any type of property in any condition. 

Call us first • highest prices paid 


0800 044 8109 call free 24 hours 01922689023 


ft 


07756 022973 

straight forward investment solutions 



□ BSCST £U7K7 FBDCaiB 

I pay 100% of purchase price 



I 24 hours 0800 783 282^ 

Free phone 

or landline O "I 3 84 ? (3 O 8 


Dewmark 

Homes 




STOP f 

WE PAY MOliEl 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 

“We have been advertising 
in the Express & Star 
and Chronicles for over 
20 years and consider it a 
key part of our business 
with the regular flow 
of calls, which our 
advertising generates.” 
Black Country Homes 

ClassifiedJids 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Home Cash Buyer 


Sell today, sign today, complete when u wish 

£££ RENT BACK OPTIONS £££ 

Houses/Land Required 

Ring Paul 24/7 Local 07870 341 089 

Sandwell area: Call 0121 696 4154 
Walsall & Cannock area: Call 01922 432049 
Wolverhampton: Call 01902 489901 
www.homecashbuyer.co.uk 



CLASSIFIEDS 
DELIVERS 
RESULTS 


“I am really pleased with 
the response 
I get from my Classified 
Advertising!” 


Paul Westwood - Home Cash Buyer 


Classified ds 

Brought to you by Express & Star 


Need to sell your 
home fast? 

We can help you all 
make a fresh start cow 


Purchase Agreed Within 

7 PAYS 


With solutions to suit... 
you can clear your debts 
and make a fresh start 


ALL CIRCUMSTANCES CONSIDERED 
COMPLETE ON DATE TO SUIT 
FREE VALUATION AND LEGALS 
FREE FRIENDLY ADVICE 
LOCAL COMPANY 


MARION I PROPERTY SOLUTIONS 


WHY NOT CALL US TODAY 



121 405 0797 


*Terms and 
Conditions apply 

OUR LINES ARE OPEN 24/7 


HOUSE 

WANTED 

FOR 

RENOVATION 

or Extension or house with 
Land, Wolverhampton area, 
cash waiting. 

Call 07780 705991. 


Jobs 


full time - general 


PHIL C PADDOCK BUTCHERS 

require 

FULL/PART TIME 

BUTCHER/COUNTER 

ASSISTANT 

to work in a busy butchers in Hagley. 

4.5 days Mon-Sat 

Contact Phil on 01562 882211 
or after 6.30pm 0121 550 6443 



□ 


Local 

Information 


LEGAL / PUBLIC NOTICES 

For convenience you 
may fax any advertising 
requirements to 

Marie Hogg on 
01902 713146 
or email marie.hogg@ 
expressandstar.co.uk 

(remember to include a 
name/contact number for 
confirmation of receipt) 

CISSIE LLOYD 
(Deceased) 

Pursuant to the Trustee Act 1925 any persons 
having a claim against or an interest in the Estate 
of the aforementioned deceased, late of White 
Cottage 7 Hayseech Cradley Heath West 
Midlands B64 7JF, who died on 08/02/2017, are 
required to send particulars thereof in writing to 
the undersigned Solicitors on or before 
12/05/2017, after which date the Estate will be 
distributed having regard only to claims and 
interests of which they have had notice. 
GEORGE GREEN LLP 
195 High Street Cradley Heath 
West Midlands B64 5HW T4gs2oe 
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Personals 


MALE, 60’S 

Who enjoys live music, cinema, 
swimming and walking, seeking 
soulmate, aged 58-65 with a 
zest for life and a good sense of 
humour. 

Photograph appreciated. 

Box Number P20718, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1ES. 


★ ★★ 

MALE 65 
SEMI RETIRED 
SELF EMPLOYED 
BUSINESSMAN. 

Good looking. 

Lots of interest, who should not 
need to advertise. 
WLTM a special lady who 
should not need to reply. 
Photo please (returned). 
Box Number C20717 , 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


MATURE BRITISH INDIAN 
MAN 

Would like to meet slim single 
woman for dating, wine bars, 
clubbing and general company 
stay overs. 

All replies will be answered. 

Box Number P20716, 
Express and Star, 
Queen Street, 
Wolverhampton, WV1 1 ES. 


« + 


BRIERLEY HILL BULLETS 

Charter Standard Club 
Est 1983. 

Under 13’s South. 

Looking for players and 
Goalkeeper. 

Anyone in year 7 or 8 looking to 
play Junior Football. 

Contact Chris Coombes on 
07806 810679. 


«• 


PENN COLTS FC 

Current school year 1 and 2 
looking for players to form new 
teams to play in Stourbridge 
and District League. 

Also parents interested in 
coaching junior teams. 

FA Charter Standard Club. 

Contact Dave 07831 582978. 


HAVE YOU CHECKED your adver¬ 
tisement today? We would respect¬ 
fully remind advertisers that it is 
their responsibility to inform the 
publishers of any mistakes or inac¬ 
curacies on the first day of publica¬ 
tion. 

FOR SALE plot for cremation at 
Danescourt Cemetery Tettenhall, 
£850.01902 427559. 


BUY LOCAL 
SELL LOCAL 

01902 317878 


^ ClassifiedAds 



























































































MOTORING 37 


Ford Performance reveals 
next-gen Ford Fiesta ST 

The third-generation Ford Fiesta ST 



By James Parker 

Ford Performance has announced the next 
generation Ford Fiesta ST, powered by an all-new 
three-cylinder, 1.5-litre EcoBoost engine. 

Shown for the first time ahead of its global public 
debut at the Geneva Motor Show next week, the 
next-generation Fiesta ST will deliver 200PS, 290Nm 
of torque and anticipated 0-62mph acceleration in 
6.7sec. 

The third generation of Fiesta ST will be the first 
ever Ford Performance model powered by a three- 
cylinder engine, and the first Fiesta ST to feature 
selectable Drive Modes - enabling engine, steering 
and stability controls to be configured to Normal, 
Sport and Track settings for an optimised fun-to-drive 
experience in conditions from motorways to track 
days. 

Drive Modes will also adjust Fiesta ST’s Electronic 
Sound Enhancement (ESE) technology and active 
exhaust noise control valve to deliver an even more 
satisfying driving experience. The technologies 
amplify the naturally sporty sound of the new 1.5-litre 
EcoBoost engine that also features Ford’s industry- 
first cylinder deactivation system for a three-cylinder 
engine, for further reduced C02 emissions of an 
anticipated 114g/km. 

Available from launch in early 2018 in both three- 
door and five-door bodystyles, the next generation 
Fiesta ST will be offered with a greater variety of 
interior trim and personalisation options than ever 
before, with bold and distinctive exterior styling that 
includes a unique race-car-inspired mesh grille and 
exclusive 18in alloy wheels. 



It will be available in three and five-door styles 

“Our next generation Fiesta ST is true to the 
philosophy of delivering cutting-edge technology 
to enhance every facet of the responsive Ford 
Performance chassis and powertrain,” said Joe 
Bakaj, vice president, Product Development, Ford of 
Europe. 

“With selectable Drive Modes and an all-new 
EcoBoost engine delivering an unprecedented 
combination of performance and fuel-efficiency, 
the new model will deliver the most versatile, fun, 
engaging and rewarding Fiesta ST driving experience 
yet.” 

Part of Ford’s EcoBoost range of petrol engines 
that also includes the multi-award-winning 1.0-litre 
EcoBoost, the all-new 1.5-litre EcoBoost engine uses 
technology including turbocharging, high-pressure 
fuel injection and Twin-independent Variable Cam 
Timing to deliver optimised performance and fuel 
efficiency. 

The engine’s three-cylinder architecture delivers 
naturally high torque at low rpm. Performance is 
further boosted by a new turbocharger that uses an 
optimised turbine design to build boost pressure 
faster and minimise lag for a more responsive and fun 
driving experience. 

A new combination of port fuel injection and 
direct fuel injection technology helps deliver high 
power and responsiveness alongside reduced C02 
emissions, with a particular increase in fuel efficiency 
under light engine loads. 

Ford’s new cylinder deactivation technology - first 
announced for the 1.0-litre EcoBoost engine and a 
world first for a three-cylinder engine - will further 
improve fuel efficiency for Fiesta ST customers 
without affecting performance by automatically 
stopping fuel delivery and valve operation for one 
of the engine’s cylinders in conditions where full 
capacity is not needed, such as when coasting 
or cruising with light demand on the engine. The 
technology can disengage or re-engage one cylinder 
in 14 milliseconds - 20 times faster than the blink of 
an eye - to seamlessly deliver full performance on 
demand. 


Oak Garage® 

.co.uk 

Oak Garage your local RAC Approved Dealer. 



Our Low Mileage Selection 

63 Skoda Fabia 1.6 TDI CR 105 SE Black Only 3000 Miles. £7,495 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTR+ EGS6 Black Only 5000 Miles. £7,995 

13 Vauxhall Meriva 1.4T 16V Exclusiv Auto Brown Only 5000 Miles. £7,995 

14 Ford C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium Red Only 6000 Miles. £10,995 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGO Blue Only 7000 Miles. £9,495 

15 Nissan Pulsar Diesel 1.5 dCi Acenta Red Only 8000 Miles. £10,995 

13 Volkswagen Polo 1.4 Match Edition DSG Silver Only 9000 Miles. £9,495 

65 Peugeot 308 1.6 BlueHDi 120 Allure Grey Only 10000 Miles. £11,295 

64 Skoda Octavia 1.2 TSI S Blue Only 12000 Miles. £9,495 

64 Vauxhall Astra 1.6i 16V Elite Brown Only 12000 Miles. £9,295 

Citroen 

59 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 HDi 16V VTR+ Red 58k. £4,795 

63 Citroen C3 Picasso 1.6 VTi 16V VTR+ 5dr EGS6 Silver 27k. £7,495 

13 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi Platinum Bronze 35k. £9,995 

11 Citroen C4 Grand Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ EGS6 Blue 39k. £7,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive ETG6 Grey 27k. £9,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 Exclusive Grey 20k. £10,795 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR Blue 69k. £7,995 

63 Citroen C4 Picasso 1.6 HDi VTR+ Blue 25K. £9,495 

07 Citroen C4 PICASSO 1.8 VTR+ Black 58k. £3,495 

06 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Exclusive 4dr Auto White 79k. £11,995 

57 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 62k. £7,995 

58 Citroen C6 2.7 HDi V6 Lignage 4dr Auto Silver 63K. £6,495 

13 Citroen DS3 1.6 e-HDi 115 Airdream DSport Plus 3dr Red 21K. £8,995 

63 Citroen Grand C4 Picasso 1.6 e-HDi 115 VTR+ Silver 18K. £11,495 

Ford 

63 Ford B-max Hatchback 1.6 Titanium Auto Grey 26k. £7,995 

13 Ford C-max Diesel 1.6 TDCi Zetec Black 23k. £8,995 

63 Ford Fiesta 1.6 Zetec Powershift Silver 28k. £7,995 

13 Ford Focus 1.6 TDCi 115 Zetec 5dr Blue 14k. £8,995 

08 Ford Focus Hatchback 1.6 Titanium, Black, 93k. £3,495 

14 Ford Grand C-max 1.6 TDCi Titanium 5dr Blue 36k. £10,995 

07 Ford Mondeo Hatchback 1.8 Zetec Nav Blue 62k. £1,795 

Kia 

60 Kia Rio 1.5 CRDi 2 5dr Silver 105K. £2,795 

13 Kia Spoilage 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 Silver 40k. £10,995 

62 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 1.7 CRDi ISG 1 White 39k. £10,995 

64 Kia Spoilage Diesel Estate 2.0 CRDi KX-2 Blue 18K. £15,995 

14 Kia Venga 1.6 2 5dr Auto Blue 35k. £7,495 

Nissan 

63 Nissan Juke 1.5 dCi Acenta (Start Stop) Black 32K. £8,795 

63 Nissan Juke 1.6 16v Acenta Premium CVT Black 25k. £9,995 

63 Nissan Juke Hatchback 1.6 Acenta White 23k. £9,495 

14 Nissan Note 1.2 DIG-S Acenta Premium CVT White 42k. £7,995 

12 Nissan Cashqai 1.5 dCi (110) N-Tec+ Black 63k. £9,495 

08 Nissan X-trail Station Wagon 2.0 dCi Arctix Sport Adv Grey 20k. £9,995 

Peugeot 

63 Peugeot 2008 1.6 e-HDi Active EGC Brown 21 k. £8,995 

63 Peugeot 208 1.4 e-HDi FAP Allure EGC Red 15k. £8,295 

63 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi 115 Active II EGC Blue 31K. £8,295 

14 Peugeot 3008 1.6 e-HDi Active 5dr EGC Silver 31k. £9,795 

14 Peugeot 308 1.6 HDi 115 Active White 43k. £7,995 

63 Peugeot 5008 1.6 HDi Active 5dr Blue 42k. £9,495 

63 Peugeot Bipper Tepee 1.3 HDi 75 Style EGC Blue 23k. £6,995 

60 Peugeot Rcz Coupe 1.6 THP GT 2dr Silver 45k. £8,495 


Vauxhall 

63 Vauxhall Astra Tourer 2.0 CDTi 16v SRi Auto Est Black 47k... 
58 Vauxhall Combo Tour 1.3 CDTi Easytronic Silver 81K. 

14 Vauxhall Corsa 1.4 SRi 5dr (AC) Red 61K. 

60 Vauxhall Meriva 1.7 CDTi 16V (130) SE Silver 32k. 

63 Vauxhall Zafira 1.7 CDTi ecoFLEX Design Nav Silver 40k. 

63 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi ecoFLEX Exclusiv Gold 42k.. 

15 Vauxhall Zafira Tourer 2.0 CDTi Exclusiv Black 13k. 

Others 

63 Audi A1 1.2 TFSI S Line 3dr White 30k. 

60 Honda Accord 2.0 i-VTEC EX 4dr Auto Silver 36K. 

06 Honda Civic 1.8 i-VTEC SE Blue 87k. 

63 Renault Captur 0.9 TCe Dynamique Nav Black 25k . 




... £7,795 
... £2,995 
... £5,995 
... £5,995 
... £7,995 
... £9,995 
.£11,495 

.£11,995 
... £9,495 
... £2,995 
... £8,995 


63 Seat Ibiza 1.2 TSI SE 5dr DSG Silver 21K. £7,495 

63 Seat Leon 1.6 TDI SE DSG (Tech Pack) Silver 33k. £9,495 

63 Skoda Fabia 1.2 TSI 105 SE DSG Blue 27K. £7,495 

64 Volkswagen Golf 2.0 TDI GTD DSG White 17K. £17,995 

06 Volvo S60 D5 SE 4dr Geartronic (185) Green 91k. £3,795 


Specialists In One Owner, Low Mileage, 
Full Service History, Ex Motability Vehicles 

Finance Arranged 
Within 60 Mins 


From 


4 . 99 % 


Flat Rate / APR Variable 

For A Quick Decision Call Us Now 

01384 906030 

Application Requirements 

* Driving Licence 

* Bank Details 

* 2 Proofs Of Address 
+ Employers Details 

* Self Employed Available 

* Retired Facility Available 
% Loans Subject To Status 



Another 100 Low Mileage Cars Available Soon See Details At: 

www.oakgarage.co.uk 

Unit I .Sterling Park, Brierley Hill DY5 ITB 

Tel: 01384 906030 

Opening Times: Mon-Thu: 9-6, Fri-Sat: 9-5, Sun: I I -4 
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ROAD TEST 


“MOTORING 


Smart ForTwo is given extra grunt 



By James Parker 

Thanks to its innovative and quirky 
design, the Smart car is one of the most 
recognisable on the road. 

The latest model brought with it greater 
levels of technology and comfort. Now, 
esteemed tuning company Brabus have taken 
the ForTwo and breathed a little extra fire into 
it. 

The car’s three-cylinder engine now has 
extra power, and the suspension has been 
lowered to give the Smart not just better 
handling, but a meaner stance on the road. 
Add to that a muscular bodykit, and you 
have a Smart that distances itself somewhat 
from the cutesy image that comes with the 
standard car. 

As previously mentioned, the Smart Brabus 
ForTwo is slightly more aggressive-looking 
than the city car it’s based on. You get a 
sports bodykit, 17-inch wheels and a rather 
sporty-looking chrome exhaust - which 
work together to give the car a much more 
substantial appearance on the road, and one 
which is much closer to that found on parent 
company Mercedes’ vehicles. 

Smarts have experienced varying popularity 
since the first City-Coupe hit the road in 
1998. The brand’s had its many ups and 
downs - but appears to be returning to form. 
With better levels of reliability, as well as 
consistently good safety scores, Smart is a 
brand that very much seems on the up-and- 
up. 

At just 2,740mm long, you’d be forgiven for 
thinking the Smart Brabus ForTwo wouldn’t 
offer too much interior space. Yes, compared 
to a conventional, it isn’t too roomy, but given 



Smart is a brand on the up-and-up 

its diminutive footprint, there’s a lot more room 
than you think. There’s about 260 litres of boot 
space which, thanks to its depth, is more than 
enough for a weekend bag. 

There are plenty of cubbies in the interior 
too, with a neat drawer that slides from 
underneath the gearstick - ideal if you want to 
keep items like mobile phones out of sight. 

Despite its boxy proportions, the Smart is 
actually quite the hoot to drive. Thanks to 
Brabus’ attention to the suspension, there’s 
not much body roll. The engine, when linked 
to a surprisingly sharp six-speed dual-clutch 
gearbox, provides more than enough power 
which means that on country roads it’s a 
fair bit of fun. It’s not too unsettled on the 
motorway either, thanks to cruise control. It 
buzzes a fair bit at higher speeds, but it’s not 
too tiring a place to be for a longer drive. 

Flowever, the Brabus is best suited to around 
town. It nips in and out of traffic with ease, and 


parking is equally simple. You actually start 
looking out for the smallest possible spaces 
just to test yourself - and the car. 

Fuel economy sits at a respectable 62.7mpg 
combined, which means you won’t have to fill 
up all that often, and the small tank doesn’t 
cost the earth to fill either. 

The Smart Brabus ForTwo starts at £16,320, 


rising to £19,135 for the higher-spec Xclusive 
model. There’s also a cabrio version, though 
this commands a premium, with the base 
car retailing for £18,105 and £21,275 for the 
cabrio. 

This is a fair amount of money for such a 
small car. When you compare it to a standard 
hatchback, it does seem expensive, while 


being able to offer only a limited amount of 
practicality, as well as room for only two. 

If you’re not worried about transporting too 
many things or people, but more concerned 
about low-cost city motoring, then the Smart 
Brabus ForTwo could be just the car for you. 
It looks stylish, has decent levels of standard 
equipment, and won’t cost the earth to run. 


P^NewCaK? 


www.expressandstar.co.uk 


NEW CAR OFFERS 

USED CAR DEALS 

PRIVATE AND FROM THE TRADE! 
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Fabulous Ford features 



Hills Ford have new 66 plate 
Fords at the very best prices 





























































































Relegation fight aside 
Jones is back for talk 

EVEN a survival mission at the edge of the Football League won’t stop 
the first manager to take Wolves into the Premier League returning to 
Wolverhampton. 

Dave Jones has a relegation fight on his hands after coming back into 
football with League Two strugglers Hartlepool United, writes Craig Birch. 

The 60-year-old had been booked to appear at the Cleveland Arms Sports 
Bar, on Stowheath Lane, on Thursday March 30 before accepting the top 
job at the Victoria Ground. 

But Jones has confirmed with organisers Sports Talk Events he will be 
in the Black Country as planned for the date, where he’s set for a warm 
reception from a healthy pro-Wolves crowd. 

Wolves legend Steve Bull will join him as a second special guest. 

Jones was in charge at Molineux from January 2001 to November 2004. 
His crowning glory came in the 2003 Championship play-off final, where 
he masterminded Wolves’ triumph and lifted the only trophy of his 20-year 
plus managerial career. 

They emphatically defeated Sheffield United 3-0 through a first-half blitz 
at the Millennium Stadium in Cardiff. 


Trophies to hit road in 
cricket double promo 

TROPHIES for the ICC Trophy and Women’s World Cup are to hit the road 
ahead of this summer’s cricketing tournaments. 

Dates have been announced when they will take to the streets of the 
host cities. Sponsored by Nissan, the Trophy Tour will see both the ICC 
Champions Trophy and ICC Women’s World Cup spend 31 days travelling 
around the seven cities. They will start in Taunton on May 2 and finish at 
The Oval on June 2 for England v Bangladesh. The tour will be in Birming¬ 
ham from May 13-17. 

ICC Chief Executive David Richardson said: “The Trophy Tour is the 
start of what will be a fantastic summer of cricket in the UK with two 
major back-to-back events - the ICC Champions Trophy followed by the 
ICC Women’s World Cup.” 

The two trophies will visit schools, clubs, venues and landmarks through¬ 
out May. Full details of all the activities will be announced in the coming 
months. 

Nissan Global Head of Marketing and Brand Strategy Roel de Vries 
added: “We partnered with the ICC to bring cricket fans closer to the ex¬ 
citement of the game.” 


I’m ready to bounce 
back, says Zaber 

OLD HILL boxer Manny Zaber is ready to bounce back stronger as he 
returns to the ring on Saturday following a first career loss last time out. 

Zaber suffered defeat at the hands of Josh Baillie in the first title bout 
of his pro career on November 19. The 22-year-old suffered a cut above his 
left eye, forcing his team to make the decision for him to retire in the fifth 
round. 

The ‘Pac Man’ is set to return to the ring on March 4 at Walsall’s Town 
Hall and insists he can’t wait to get back in there. 

“I’m ready to go now,” he said. “I can’t wait just to get back in the ring..” 

Saturday will mark Zaber’s 10th fight since turning professional two 
years ago. He is joined by a host of Black Country boxers on BCB Promo¬ 
tions’ No Guts, No Glory show. 

Walsall super lightweight Luke Paddock headlines in an eight-round 
contest alongside Tipton’s Ricky Summers,Wolverhampton bantamweight 
Kyle Williams also features. 

There is also women’s boxing on the card as West Bromwich welter¬ 
weight Lauren Johnson makes her professional debut. 
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Harry Worrall has been refereeing junior football for over 40 years 



Awards ceremony - Harry Worrall with Kelvin Brittain 


Ref Harry has no plans to 
blow full-time whistle 


HARRY WORRALL may have reached 
another impressive milestone, but he 
has no plans to blow the full-time whistle 
on his refereeing days. 

The 78-year-old from Deansfield has been 
honoured by the Wolverhampton Referees’ As¬ 
sociation for 50 years sterling service and is de¬ 
termined to add a few more seasons to his tally. 

Football League official Ray Olivier checked in at 
The Clarendon to present the award as Worrall joined 
Alex Hamil and John Kyte in an exclusive club with 
50 years under their belts. 

And Worrall is still going strong. He can be found 
calling the shots from the middle or chugging up and 
down touchlines across the Black Country in the Mid¬ 
land Junior League, Wolverhampton Sunday League 
and Bilston Youth Partnership. 

And the ‘old school’ virtues are still very much on 
display. While some modern-day refs relish being in 
the spotlight, Worrall has always been happy to go 
unnoticed. 

A quiet word here and there and a relaxed approach 
have served him well over the years, and helps ensure 
respect on both sides. 

Respect 

“I have really enjoyed it, and still do.That’s why 
I carry on,” said Worrall. “I am not as fit as I used 
to be, but I still get around and I have a lot of expe¬ 
rience. 

“I have had a bit of stick at times, but nothing 
major. It’s all about man-management and how you 
talk to the players. You see the refs on the telly point¬ 
ing their fingers and shouting ‘come here’ to the play¬ 
ers. I never did that.I have a quiet word and talk to 
them in the right manner and sort things out. You 
have to talk to them properly to get their respect. 

“I hadn’t used to dish many cards out, in fact I ha¬ 
ven’t shown anyone a card for 20 years. The good refs 
are the ones that you don’t notice.” 

Worrall first got the refereeing bug in English foot¬ 
ball’s golden year, 1966, when he swapped playing for 
officiating. 

“I used to play for Star Aluminium in the Wolver¬ 
hampton Works League,” he said. “I played at right- 
back and then ended up in goal! Someone mentioned 


SPORTING MEMORIES 


By Nick Elwell 


As long as I can get 
up and down the 
pitch, I will carry on.” 


that the league were struggling for referees, so I went 
along and took the course. Within three seasons I had 
got my Class One, which was the top rank. 

“I have really enjoyed it and made some really good 
friends over the years. My only regret is that I didn’t 
start at an earlier age. Who knows, I might have got 
to the very top if I had done? 

“I intend to carry on as long as I can. I still think 
I have another two or three seasons left. As long as I 
can get up and down the pitch, I will carry on.” 

Worrall has plenty to be proud of during his whis¬ 
tle-blowing days with a day out at Wembley one of 
the many highlights, while he also caught an early 
glimpse of a talented youngster by the name of Wayne 
Rooney. 

“I refereed the final of a Coca Cola Tournament 
at Wembley, but I can’t remember the teams,” said 
Worrall, who also officiated in a girls tournament in 
Minnesota as well as numerous local league finals. 

“But I can remember taking charge of an England 
Schools game between Wolverhampton and Liverpool 
and Wayne Rooney played for Liverpool. I checked 
the name after the game because he played really well 
and looked a very good player. 

“I refereed a Central League game at Wolves and 
Steve Bull played. He was facing a ban so he had a 
run out for the reserves against Peterborough and 
scored five times. 

“I have had a laugh with him about that a few 
times over the years, he said it was the only time he 
scored five goals in a game. I was also the ref for for¬ 
mer Wolves defender Frank Munro’s testimonial.” 

Worrall is also a well-known figure around Mo¬ 
lineux where he used to help in Wolves’ press office 
on match-days. 


“They used to call me Uncle Fester because I wore 
a big, long black coat,” he joked. Not surprisingly 
Wolverhampton’s most famous official Jack Taylor, 
who took charge of the 1974 World Cup final between 
West Germany and Holland, tops Worrall’s list of 
best refs with another local ex-Football League man, 
Hamil, not far behind. 

“I ran the line in a game once with Alex Hamil on 
the opposite side and Jack Taylor in the middle,” said 
Worrall. “Jack was the best referee I have ever seen, 
number one for me. 

“I got to know him quite well and he was a really 
nice, down-to-earth bloke. I still haven’t seen a bet¬ 
ter ref than him. Alex was very good too, he had the 
players’ respect and treated them with respect too” 

Of the modern day officials, Andre Marriner gets a 
nod of approval from Worrall, but he is not too com¬ 
plimentary towards the pundits who sit in the studio. 

“I do feel for the refs these days with everything 
being so analysed,” added Worrall. “The pundits 
annoy me because they sit there in the studio and 
watch an incident over and over again from different 
camera angles and then slaughter the ref. 

Difficult 

“The ref only has a split-second to make a decision. 
People should have a go themselves and then they 
would realise just how difficult a job it is.” 

Worrall joins Hamil and Kyte as the exclusive mem¬ 
bers of the Wolverhampton Referees’ Association’s 50 
club and is proud to be part of an elite group. 

“It’s a real honour to receive the award,” he said. 
“And I am proud to be a member of the Wolverhamp¬ 
ton RA, it’s the biggest and best in the country with 
over 140 members. 

“Quite a few family members were there to see me 
receive my award and Ray Olivier was brilliant. It was 
a nice night and a bit emotional.” 

WRA chairman Phil Reade was full of praise for his 
colleague’s achievement. 

“Harry is well liked by us all and what he has done 
is marvellous achievement,” said Reade. “Ray Olivier 
said when he was on duty at Molineux, Harry always 
looked after him. 

“It’s unbelievable to still be refereeing at 78. He is 
one of those refs that says get on with it, it’s a man’s 
game. He used to man manage people really well.” 



Harry at presentation with head of professional referees development Ray Olivier and chairman Phil Reade 


What a save - when Wolfie’s head came Harry carries it out for him 
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Perry’s back 
on form with 
five victories 

CRADLEY racer Tom Perry has been 
back on a bike for the first time since 
last season - and it was like he’d never 
been away. 

Perry, who makes a return to the 
Heathens after two successful seasons 
on loan at Birmingham, romped to five 
wins in Scunthorpe’s open meeting on 
Sunday. And he says he’s raring to go for 
the new season with the Heathens look¬ 
ing to dethrone the Brummies in the bid 
for title glory. 

He added: “I’m just really excited to 
get racing again now. I was back on a 
bike at Scunthorpe last weekend for the 
first time since October. It was only an 
amateur meeting but I won all five races 
and felt like I hadn’t been off the bike 
at all to be honest. We’ve got some big 
meetings early in the season and it’s im¬ 
portant to get a good start.” 

The Heathens will launch their season 
with a special event with supporters at 
Cradley Heath Liberal Club on Friday, 
March 10. All the riders will be present 
and they will be handed their 2017 race 
jacket by Dean and Adam Bridge from 
loyal club sponsors Motor Market. 

They will then travel to Perry’s former 
club, Birmingham for a challenge match 
on Wednesday, March 22 before hosting 
King’s Lynn at Perry Barr a week later. 

Their return to Monmore Green will 
come against Mildenhall on Easter Mon¬ 
day (April 17, 7.30) - and Perry can’t 
wait to get started. 

Perry is also relishing a battle for top 
spot in the Heathens team with high 
profile signing Danny Ayres level on his 
riding average going into the campaign. 
He said: “It’s good to have two experi¬ 
enced riders at the top of the team, but 
it doesn’t really matter too much who is 
at No.l. I get on well with Danny. We’ve 
known each other for a few years now 
and I’m looking forward to riding with 
him this season.” 

Yeltz held to draw 
duetodangerman 
striker Mwanyongo 

Halesowen Town 1 Barwell 1 

HALESOWEN and Barwell shared the 
points in a competitive but even contest 
last Saurday. 

On-loan Solihull striker Pearson 
Mwanyongo was Barwell’s main dan¬ 
ger-man and he was denied from an 
early corner before he curled a 13th min¬ 
ute effort at Yeltz goalkeeper Dan Platt. 

After a goalless first half, Barwell had 
the blustery wind on their backs in an 
end-to-end second period. 

The Yeltz grabbed a 57th minute lead 
when Ethan Delaney squared the ball for 
the unmarked Danny Bragoli to calmly 
convert a low shot under goalkeeper Max 
Smith-V arnam. 

The hosts almost doubled the lead five 
minutes later when Delaney shot just 
over. But Barwell hauled themselves 
back as Lee Hildreth nodded wide and 
deservedly equalised in the 76th minute 
when Mwanyongo drilled a low shot into 
the bottom corner from the edge of the 
penalty area. 

Tuesday’s game at Ilkeston was called 
off. On Saturday, Yeltz travel to Work¬ 
ington. 


Stour trio help England Counties win 



Sam Baker, Nile Dacres and Pete White 


AN ex-Stourbridge trio featured in Eng¬ 
land Counties 45-28 win over Scotland 
Club XV at Birmingham Moseley RFC, 
avenging defeat in last year’s clash. 

Featuring were replacement winger Sam 
Baker (currently with Ampthill & District 
in National League 1), 2nd row Nile Dacres 
(Plymouth Albion) and scrum half Pete 
White (Coventry). 

England opened the scoring through 
hooker Matthew Miles but Scotland re¬ 
sponded when George Taylor weaved his 
way through. Steve Leonard ran in to score 


Rugby 


but the final try of the first half went the 
way of Scotland wing Jordan Edmunds. 

The second half saw Edmunds score 
again but England closed the gap through 
the boot of fly half Joe Tarrant. From the 
restart Leonard made a fed Leo Fielding to 
run it in. The floodgates then opened for 
England Counties with three further tries 
through Stokes, Fielding and Leonard. 
John Cox scored a consolation. 


GLASSB0YS IN 
POLE POSITION 


Stourbridge 2 Stafford Rangers 0 

STOURBRIDGE seized control 
of a frenetic clash to beat fired- 
up Stafford Rangers 2-0 and 
cement their place at the head 
of the play-off pack. 

Goals from Jordan Archer and on-loan de¬ 
fender Dan Preston at either end of the match 
saw the Glassboys through but Boro more than 
played their part in an engaging encounter. 

Within 90 seconds, Shrewsbury Town loanee 
Ethan Jones was slipped in to hit the crossbar 
from the right side of the box for the hosts. 

Josh Gordon, understood to be on the verge of 
a move to Leicester City, appeared offside but cut 
back for Kyle Perry to spurn a golden chance for 
Stafford as Matt Gould saved at his feet. 

The opener arrived when Stuart Pierpoint 
lofted a well-weighted ball for Archer to force 
his way through, round Adam Whitehouse and 
calmly finish 11 minutes in. 

Perry’s first-time hit towards an open goal 
from Gould’s hurried clearance bounced wide 
and the visitors’ big target man was thwarted at 
point-blank range when his instinctive near-post 
volley flew straight at the stopper. 

The tempo remained brisk without any further 
chances before half-time and Stourbridge tight¬ 
ened things up after the break. 

Leon Broadhurst narrowly cleared the angle 
from Tonks’s long throw on 53 minutes as Rang¬ 
ers were kept at arm’s length. 

Preston later headed over a Tonks free-kick be¬ 
fore the same combination sealed the points with 
seven minutes to play. A short corner was played 
to skipper Tonks whose centre was crashed home 
at the far post. 

Whitby 1 Stourbridge 3 

The Glassboys had to soak up pressure in the 
wind after conceding Dale Hopson’s well-struck 
free-kick inside three minutes. 

A long Tom Tonks throw was nudged home 
by Benbow on 56 minutes but Darryl Westlake 
almost gifted promotion rivals Whitby a second 
with a short back pass with Matt Gould called 
upon to save from Michael Roberts. From there, 
Stourbridge did not look back with Benbow in¬ 
volved in the melee that saw the second fly in. It 
was eventually credited to Tonks, who had taken 
the set piece. Ethan Jones made the points safe. 


Nick is reaching great heights 



Pole vaulter Nick Cruchley from Stourbridge in action at Sheffield at the BUCS National Finals 


POLE VAULTER Nick Cruch¬ 
ley was delighted to get back 
towards his best as he bagged 
himself a bronze medal at the 
BUCS National Finals. 

The 27-year-old from Stour¬ 
bridge - a PhD student at the 
University of Birmingham - 
soared to 5.30 metres at the 
British Universities & Col¬ 
leges Sport (BUCS) event in 


Sheffield. “I got 5.30m and I 
was attempting 5.40, which is 
two centimetres below my PB, 
so it’s good to be back up to 
where my PB is,” said Cruch¬ 
ley. 

“I don’t know how many 
BUCS I have competed at, but 
this was probably the toughest 
one for me.” 

British Universities & Col¬ 


leges Sport (BUCS) is the 
national governing body for 
Higher Education (HE) sport 
in the UK, organising leagues 
and competitions for more 
than 150 institutions across 
52 different sports. 

BUCS Nationals is the UK’s 
largest annual multi-sport 
event, bringing over 6,000 ath¬ 
letes to Sheffield. 


DKs in ‘FA 
Cup’ of cross 
country runs 

AFTER bringing the cross country sea¬ 
son to a close a fortnight ago there was 
one fixture left on the calendar for ath¬ 
letes from Dudley Kingswinford Run¬ 
ning Club to compete in - and what a 
race to finish with, the National Cross 
Country Championship. It’s the equiv¬ 
alent of the cross country runners FA 
Cup final. 

With the race held on a three year 
rotation with the North, Midlands and 
South taking turns, this year was the 
turn of the Midlands with the race held 
at Wollaton Park in Nottingham. 

More than 8,000 runners entered 
in various races across gender and age 
groups. 

The ladies were off first running over 
a three lap course covering 8k with some 
inclines and long stretches of boggy 
ground. Helen Tromans was first home 
for the hoops in 304th place in 38.35, 
Hannah McGuire was 492nd in 42.49, 
Carrol Fisher finished in 47.43 to take 
660th place and Cilia Harding was 753rd 
in 53.52. 

With the ladies teams restricted to just 
four runners, the DK ladies were placed 
80th in the country of the 93 clubs. 

With a couple of drop outs, the men 
were unable to field a team in an event 
where clubs needed to run six athletes 
to count but the four sixths of a team re¬ 
maining still made the trip to represent 
the club knowing they wouldn’t appear 
in the team rankings. 

On a similar course to the ladies but a 
lap longer, Rob Sannwald was first back, 
getting the best of a prolonged battle 
with Mark Homer over the 12k course 
with each taking it in turns to lead. 

Sannwald stalking his team mate 
for the best part of the last lap before 
coming home in 55.37 in 1031st place, 
Homer was only a few seconds behind 
claiming 1037th place in 55.44. 

Depleted Old Hales 
taste Sheffield steel 

Old Halesonians 19 Sheffield 43 

HALES were looking to keep the mo¬ 
mentum going from last week’s per¬ 
formance and signs were promising as 
Hales quickly took the lead following 
tries by Carl Robinson, Luke Smith and 
Ben Barkley. Ian Briggs converted twice 
for a 19-0 lead. 

Sheffield did manage to break the 
scoring for the home side to go into the 
break 19-5. But the Yorkshire side came 
back after injuries to Chris Hooper and 
Owen Jones and yellow cards for Bark¬ 
ley and Ben Tibbets. With Hales down 
to 13 men for a time, Sheffield scored six 
tries with four conversions. 
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We take bookings for private 
parties from 2 to 50 people 


THE ROWLEY 


BAR & GRILL 


Steaks | Mixed Grills | Curries 
HAPPY HOUR]- 1pm to 6pm Monday to Friday - 
Lagers, Ciders and Selected Top Shelf 




07932 634 531 

47 HAWES LANE, B65 9AF., 
ROWLEY REGIS www.therowley.co.uk 
FACEBOOK.COM/ROWLEYBARANDGRILL 
THEROWLEYBAR 








































